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this two volume monograph is the final report and synthesis of the valley of oaxaca
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settlement pattern project s full coverage surface survey and makes significant theoretical
and methodological contributions to the investigation of social evolution cultural ecology
and regional analysis

in this work the authors interpret archaeological data on roughly 3000 years of human
history in the valley of oaxaca from roughly 1500 bc to ad 1500 they integrate information
on settlement patterns political and social organization artifact distribution and more

san josé mogote is a 60 70 ha formative site in the northern valley of oaxaca mexico
which was occupied for a thousand years before the city of monte albán was founded
filling 432 pages and utilizing more than 400 photographs and line drawings this book
describes in detail  more than 35 public  buildings including men s houses one room
temples a performance platform two room state temples a ballcourt and two types of
palaces

from the mesoamerican highlands to the colca valley in peru pre columbian civilizations
were bastions of power that have largely been viewed through the lens of rulership or
occasionally through bottom up perspectives of resistance rather than focusing on rulers
or peasants this book examines how intermediate elites both men and women helped to
develop sustain and resist state policies and institutions employing new archaeological and
ethnohistorical data its contributors trace a 2 000 year trajectory of elite social evolution in
the zapotec wari aztec inka and maya civilizations this is the first volume to consider how
individuals subordinate to imperial  rulers helped to shape specific forms of state and
imperial organization taking a broader scope than previous studies it is one of the few
works to systematically address these issues in both mesoamerica and the central andes it
considers how these individuals influenced the long term development of the largest
civilizations of the ancient americas opening a new window on the role of intermediate
elites in the rise and fall of ancient states and empires worldwide the authors demonstrate
how  such  evidence  as  settlement  patterns  architecture  decorative  items  and  burial
patterns reflect the roles of intermediate elites in their respective societies arguing that
they were influential actors whose interests were highly significant in shaping the specific
forms of state and imperial organization their emphasis on provincial elites particularly
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shifts examination of early states away from royal capitals and imperial courts explaining
how local elites and royal bureaucrats had significant impact on the development and
organization  of  premodern  states  together  these  papers  demonstrate  that  intricate
networks  of  intermediate  elites  bound  these  ancient  societies  together  and  that
competition between individuals and groups contributed to their decline and eventual
collapse  by  addressing  current  theoretical  concerns  with  agency  resistance  to  state
domination and the co option of  local  leadership by imperial  administrators  it  offers
valuable new insight into the utility of studying intermediate elites
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