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catechism  primers  are  inconspicuous  but  telling  little  books  for  children

combining the teaching of reading skills and religious catechesis from the 16th

to the 19th centuries they have been produced disseminated and used in

huge numbers in many regions of the world in particular in europe remarkably

similar texts appeared across the continent spanning confessional traditions

that were in other respects highly divergent in different places and across the

whole period different denominations used not only similar pedagogical and

religious strategies but also shared the same formats and iconography this
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volume edited by scholars from finland germany switzerland and the united

kingdom is the result  of  a collaborative transnational and interdisciplinary

effort including education language teaching children s literature book history

and religious studies with contributions on seventeen european countries and

regions it  sheds new light  on a fascinating but  largely  neglected part  of

european  cultural  heritage  and  by  establishing  a  comprehensive  and

authoritative  summary  of  the  field  offers  fresh  impetus  for  further

transnational  research

it is important for christians and muslims to engage in respectful dialogue

however it is not easy the present book delves into the past for wisdom and

guidance  spanish  theologian  martin  perez  de  ayala  1504  66  wrote  a

catechism  or  catecismo  that  was  not  published  until  more  than  three

decades  after  he  had  passed  away  why  was  the  catecismo  published

posthumously the search for answers to this question involved evaluating the

catecismo  against  thirteen  other  catechisms  written  in  sixteenth  century

spain this assessment generated timeless principles that can be used today

by those who wish to have cordial conversations about islam and biblical

christianity with their muslim friends

during the first  half  of  the sixteenth century the spanish inquisition fought

lutheranism in a benign way but as time passed the power struggle between

those that favoured reform and the detractors intensified until  persecution

became  relentless  under  the  mandate  of  inquisitor  general  fernando  de

valdés the power struggle did not catch constantino by surprise but the tables

turned faster than he had expected on 1 august 1558 constantino preached

his last sermon in the cathedral of seville fifteen days later he was imprisoned

constantino s evangelising zeal is evident in all his works but the core of his

theology can be found in beatus vir where he deals with the doctrines of sin

and  pardon  free  grace  providence  predestination  and  the  relationship

between faith and works in his exposition of psalm 1 constantino does not
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resort to human philosophies but associates the spiritual fall of humanity with

ugliness in his exhortation to the reader he states we shall plainly see the

repulsiveness of that which seems so good in the eyes of insane men and the

beauty  and  greatness  of  that  which  the  divine  word  has  promised  and

assured those who turn to its counsel

in  tongues  of  fire  nancy  farriss  investigates  the  role  of  language  and

translation in the creation of mexican christianity during the first centuries of

colonial rule spanish missionaries collaborated with indigenous intellectuals

to communicate the gospel in dozens of unfamiliar local languages that had

previously  lacked  grammars  dictionaries  or  alphabetic  script  the  major

challenge to translators more serious than the absence of written aids or the

great diversity of languages and their phonetic and syntactical complexity

was the vast cultural difference between the two worlds the lexical gaps that

frustrated  the  search  for  equivalence  in  conveying  fundamental  christian

doctrines derived from cultural gaps that separated european experiences

and concepts from those of the indians farriss shows that the dialogue arising

from these efforts produced a new culturally hybrid form of christianity that

had become firmly  established by  the  end of  the  17th  century  the  study

focuses  on  the  otomangue  languages  of  oaxaca  in  southern  mexico

especially zapotec and relates their  role within the dominican program of

evangelization  to  the  larger  context  of  cultural  contact  in  post  conquest

mesoamerica fine grained analysis of translated texts reveals the rhetorical

strategies of missionary discourse spotlighting the importance of the native

elites in shaping what emerged as a new form of christianity farriss shows

how their  participation as translators and parish administrators helped to

make evangelization an indigenous enterprise and the new mexican church

an indigenous one

paul sigmund who has studied chile for more than a decade and lived and

taught  there  offers  an  exhaustive  balanced  analysis  of  the  overthrow  of
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salvador  allende  and  why  it  occurred  sigmund  examines  the  allende

government the frei government that preceeded it the coup that ended it and

the pinochet government that succeeded it he also views the roles of various

chilean political and interest groups the cia and u s corporations

the volume discusses the post new testament simon magus from the era of

the  church  fathers  beginning  with  justin  martyr  to  the  early  modern  era

represented in a seventeenth century baroque relief in the cathedral of oviedo

spain  sources  consulted  are  artistic  theological  texts  historical  chronicles

sermons  hagiographies  vernacular  literatures  biblical  commentaries  and

heresiologies topics explored are traditions and historiography types of simon

magus in anti gnostic sources a comparison of the acts of peter and the

passions of the holy apostles peter and paul jerome and vincent of lérins on

simon magus the nicolaitian heresy the fall of simon magus in the church

fathers simon magus dogs and simon peter simon magus in irish and english

medieval legends simon magus nicolas of antioch and muhammad vincent

ferrer and the canonical and apocryphal simon magus simon magus in the

cathedral of león spain simon magus in the cathedral of oviedo spain and a

full bibliographical inventory 99 entries of simon magus in artistic expression

the book is illustrated with about 28 artistic reproductions the volume contains

author and subject indexes and a full bibliography of works consulted
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