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in imagination meditation and cognition in the middle ages michelle karnes revises the history of
medieval imagination with a detailed analysis of its role in the period s meditations and theories
of cognition karnes here understands imagination in its technical philosophical sense taking her
cue from bonaventure the thirteenth century scholastic theologian and philosopher who provided

the first sustained account of how the philosophical imagination could be transformed into a
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devotional one karnes examines bonaventure s meditational works the meditationes vitae christi
the stimulis amoris piers plowman and nicholas love s myrrour among others and argues that the
cognitive importance that imagination enjoyed in scholastic philosophy informed its importance in
medieval meditations on the life of christ emphasizing the cognitive significance of both
imagination and the meditations that relied on it she revises a long standing association of
imagination with the middle ages in her account imagination was not simply an object of
suspicion but also a crucial intellectual spiritual and literary resource that exercised considerable

authority

in 1790 the french revolutionary government reformed the catholic church and demanded that
clerics swear an oath of allegiance to the nation and its vision for french catholicism although half
of france s parish clergy refused to accept the state sponsored reforms others became embroiled
in this decade long ecclesiastical experiment this included jean baptiste volfius a patriot priest
and professor who embraced the changes in france and believed in the revolution s potential to
create a purer church patriot and priest presents a social and intellectual history of the french
constitutional church in the céte d or and the career of volfius who became its bishop in 1791 as
he struggled to create and run the church annette chapman adisho addresses the daily
experience of the constitutional clergy over the course of ten years exploring the interactions
between priests and local and national authorities the response of the laity to the divisions in the
french catholic church the evolution of these issues over time and the eventual reconciliation of
the clergy following the napoleonic concordat with pope pius vii in 1801 using a rich collection of
archival sources this book demonstrates that although the constitutional church was ultimately a
failed project its legacy had a lasting impact on the catholic church in france tracing the social
political and theological history of this reform effort patriot and priest offers new insights into the

french revolution and its impact on french catholicism
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