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this book explores the main assumptions upon which behavioural science theories are
based offers alternatives and challenges the reader to serious critical thought

behavioral science in the wild helps practitioners understand how to use insights from
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the behavioral sciences to create change in the real world

there are sharp differences among psychologists sociologists philosophers and others
concerned with the behavioural and social sciences not simply about the adequacy of
particular explanatory systems but about the very forms of explanation appropriate in
this field the editors have therefore invited a number of distinguished contributors to
bring their views into direct confrontation each chapter takes the form of an exposition
a comment and a final reply by the first author this volume was first published in 1970

in arguably the finest text ever written in the philosophy of social science abraham
kaplan emphasizes what unites the behavioral sciences more than what distinguishes
them from one another kaplan avoids the bitter disputes among people doing
methodology claiming instead that what is important are those qualities intrinsic to the
overall aspirations of the social sciences he deals with special problems of various
disciplines only so far as may be helpful in clarifying the general method of inquiry the
conduct of inquiry is a systematic rounded and wide ranging inquiry into behavioral
science kaplan is guided by the experience of sciences with longer histories but he is
bound neither to their problems nor to their solutions instead he addresses the
methodology of behavioral science in the broad sense of both method and science the
work is not a formal exercise in the philosophy of science but rather a critical and
constructive assessment of the developing standards and strategies of contemporary
social inquiry he emphasizes the tasks achievements limitations and dilemmas of the
newer disciplines philosophers of science usually choose to write about the most fully
developed sciences because problems are clearer there the result is ordinarily of little
benefit to the behavioral scientist whose task is clarification of method here the
precedents and analogies of physical science are obscure or inappropriate the conduct
of inquiry goes a long way in drawing upon the strengths of social research insights
without simplifying the common concerns of the scientific enterprise as a whole as
leonard broom noted when the book initially appeared kaplan fills a gap and does so
with admirable clarity and often engaging wit it lacks pomposity pedantry and
pretension and it is bound to make an impact on the teaching of and with luck research
in the behavioral sciences

students and beginning researchers often discover that their introductory statistics
and methods courses have not fully equipped them to plan and execute their own
behavioral research studies this indispensable book bridges the gap between
coursework and conducting independent research with clarity and wit the author helps
the reader build needed skills to formulate a precise meaningful research question
understand the pros and cons of widely used research designs and analysis options
correctly interpret the outcomes of statistical tests make informed measurement
choices for a particular study manage the practical aspects of data screening and
preparation and craft effective journal articles oral presentations and posters including
annotated examples and recommended readings most chapters feature theoretical
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and computer based exercises an answer appendix at the back of the book allows
readers to check their work

this textbook is designed for all undergraduate students headedfor medical dental
veterinary and nursing school as well asbiology majors classical and modern ethology
is discussed in additionto sociobiology and finally the physiology of different
behavioralsystems attention is paid to the behavior of primates includinghumans and
in some cases mention is made of human clinical syndromes

statistics for the behavioural sciences presents a complete introduction to both
descriptive and inferential statistics using an informal conversational approach that
explains both why certain statistical methods are used and how certain statistical
methods are used and how and when to apply them only a basic background in
arithmetic and coordinate geometry is required and an appendix on basic
mathematical skills with sample problems and solutions is provided in addition to end
of chapter problems a mixed set of review questions is given after every five or six
chapters with solutions provided for all problems statistics for the behavioural
sciences is a substantially revised version of the authors earlier book

this text uses the same conceptual intuitive approach of basic statistics for the
behavioral sciences but eliminates extensive reference material and advanced or
obscure statistical methods essentials presents only the procedures undergraduates
need for reading research literature and conducting their own studies new terms are
integrated with more difficult concepts in an accessible non threatening format that
provides concise explanations creating a foundation and making further elaboration
easier to understand

behavioral science in medicine introduces medical students to the science of human
behavior organized to mirror the behavioral science psychiatry course taught in the
first two years this text effectively teaches the major concepts of this complex subject
and prepares students for board exams the second edition is appropriate for courses in
behavioral science alone but also for courses that merge behavioral science and
neuroscience the increased depth of coverage of psychiatric illness substance abuse
and pediatric psychiatry also makes the second edition appropriate for use in clinical
psychiatry courses in the third and fourth year
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