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explores the religious experiences of jesus paul and the early church with special
emphasis on the holy spirit and charismatic experiences

only through spirituality can man s meanness and smallness be conquered and his divine
nature manifested to transform materialistic influences requires a gigantic spiritual
effort and living spiritual inspiration this can only be achieved by a great spiritual
master jesus christ who by millions of people is regarded as an incarnation of god came
into our world to teach us spiritual truths by which we can be free from bondage and
attain immortality his teaching does not consist of mere words but is based on his own
realization in silent prayer his spirituality was not like something grafted on his
personality reality and strength were exhibited in his mode of life and his activities he
came to this world as the divine light to show the path which leads to god to human beings
who forgot about him in their deep immersion in the vast ocean of worldliness his
spiritual life inspires us this book is an attempt to study the teachings and activities
of jesus christ for our spiritual development interreligious learning is the norm today
and we have much to learn from how people in other faiths see and interpret even our most
fundamental and treasured beliefs but we need to learn well we need stellar examples of
deep learning shyam sundar goswami s jesus christ and yoga goes deep into the mystery of
jesus in great detail and with great imagination drawing on every resource available to
the goswami jesus is seen differently indeed from this fresh perspective even as yoga
itself is transformed in the light of christ the great yogi goswami s classic study
accessible once more is now more timely than ever francis x clooney sj parkman professor
of divinity harvard university sri goswami s remarkable familiarity with the teachings of
jesus and his citations of corresponding teachings by the seers of ancient india offer a
significant learning experience for both christians and members of eastern religions the
notable resonance albeit not complete between classical yoga teaching and aspects of
christian theology and spiritual practice takes yoga far beyond being just a physical feel
good experience into being a means for acquiring divine knowledge and deepening one s
relationship with god fr thomas ryan csp author of prayer of heart and body meditation and
yoga as christian spiritual practice

old christianity has certainly done a great service to this world though skimming over the
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surface of jesuss guidelines what is most needed now is a fresh comprehension of his real
mind and human saga rather than reviving primitive christianity we must go forward from
where we find ourselves the master said it bluntly to his early disciples i still have
much more to say to you more than you can now bear but when he the spirit of the truth
comes he will guide you into all truth jesuss modern disciples should become in this era
of knowledge an overflowing source of inspiration and superior motivation to all men and
women religion is only an exalted humanism until it is made divine by enmeshing the
heavenly spirit with the human experience

this is a collection of lessons i have learned on my pilgrimage through life for over 40
years god has patiently shared his love with me and showed me his purpose for creating
mankind in his image the inspirations were received mostly through the bible which i have
studied extensively in various translations of scripture and commentaries

reflects on some traditional christological titles using them as windows through which to
gaze on the inexhaustible mystery of the crucified and risen jesus each window provides
some insight into a dimension of the person of jesus and his life giving action in our
lives

an inspiring book on the spirituality of following christ continuing peterson s major
evaluation of contemporary christian spirituality the jesus way asks what it means to
authentically follow christ in the modern world as with other books in the series the
jesus way is written for both academic and serious lay audiences challenging but rewarding
it combines first rate scholarship with illustrations drawn from raw human experience also
available in the spiritual theology series christ plays in ten thousand places eat this
book the word made flesh and practise resurrection

criticism on the life of jesus during the past century has been greatly to the fore a
complete account of this criticism will be found in the luminous sketch made by m sabatier
1 in which the entire history and present state of this investigation are given sufficient
for the moment to refer to the two principal phases supplied by strauss and renan with the
object of determining the new point of view i now wish to offer departing from the
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philosophical school of hegel to ally himself with the critical and historical one of
bauer strauss without denying the existence of jesus endeavored to prove that his life as
related in the gospels is a myth a legend created by popular imagination to meet the
necessities of a rising christianity and in accordance with old testament prophecy his
position a purely negative one but which he defended with great skill and erudition has
been found true in certain details but quite untenable in its entirety and essential
elements it has in addition the grave defect of explaining neither the character of jesus
nor the origin of christianity the life of jesus according to strauss is a planetary
system without a sun one merit however must be granted this work that of having
transferred the problem from the ground of dogmatic theology to that of textual and
historical criticism m renan s vie de jesus owes its brilliant success to its lofty
æsthetic and literary qualities as well as to the boldness of the writer the first who
dared make the life of the christ a problem of human psychology has he solved the problem
after the dazzling success of the book the general opinion of all serious critics has been
in the negative the jesus of m renan begins his career as a gentle dreamer an enthusiastic
but simpleminded moralist he ends it as a violent thaumaturgist devoid of all idea of
reality in spite of all the precautions of the historian says m sabatier it is the march
of a healthy mind in the direction of madness the christ of m renan hovers between the
calculations of ambition and the dreams of a seer the fact is that he becomes the messiah
without wishing almost without knowing it he permits himself to be given this name merely
to please the apostles and to fulfil the popular wish it is not with so feeble a faith
that a true prophet creates a new religion and changes the soul of the earth the life of
jesus according to m renan is a planetary system illumined by a pallid sun devoid of
vivifying magnetism or creative heat how did jesus become the messiah that is the
primordial question the solution of which is essential to the right understanding of the
christ it is also that before which m renan hesitated and turned aside m théodore kein saw
that this question must be boldly faced das leben jesu zürich 1875 3rd edition his life of
jesus is the most remarkable that has appeared since m renan s it throws on the question
all the light given by texts and history esoterically interpreted but the problem is not
one capable of being solved without the aid of intuition and esoteric tradition it is by
means of this esoteric light the inner flame of all religions the central truth of all
fruitful philosophy that i have attempted to reconstruct along its main lines the life of
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jesus taking into account whatever previous historical criticism has hitherto cleared and
prepared the ground no need to define what i mean by the esoteric point of view the
synthesis of religion and science concerning the historical and relative value of the
gospels i have taken the three synoptical gospels those of matthew mark and luke as a
basis and that of john as the arcanum of the esoteric teaching of the christ at the same
time acknowledging the subsequent language and form and the symbolical tendency of this
gospel all four gospels which should be mutually examined and verified are equally
authentic though from different claims those of matthew and mark are precious gospels of
letter and fact therein are to be found the public deeds and words of the christ the
gentle luke affords a glimpse of the mystery meaning beneath the poetical legend veil it
is the gospel of the soul of woman and of love saint john unfolds these mysteries in his
gospel are to be found the inner depths of the doctrine the secret teaching the meaning of
the promise the esoteric reserve clement of alexandria one of the few christian bishops
who held the key to universal esoterism rightly named it the gospel of the spirit john has
a profound insight of the transcendent truths revealed by the master and a great facility
in presenting them accordingly his symbol is the eagle whose wing cleaves the firmament
and whose flaming eye encompasses the depths of space

the traditional venues for making sense of the complicated apostle paul are history and
theology indeed one cannot understand him apart from either however something is still
missing from our portrait of paul rather than thinking of paul as a theologian and an
apostle leslie hardin argues there is great benefit in approaching him as a disciple a
spirit filled man who wanted to pass vibrant spirituality on to those he encountered in
the spirituality of paul hardin uncovers the things paul practiced in his own life and
those he taught his followers in order to attempt to live an authentic spirit filled
christian life hardin points out that in order to foster the power of the spirit paul like
each of us had to dedicate himself to everyday routines and practices what were those
spiritual disciplines how did they help him and how might they be applied in our modern
lives to bring us closer to christ whether a general reader or mature believer the reader
of this book will find paul to be a true brother a fellow sinner receiving grace

i m going to be perfectly honest with you without a humble heart you will not be able to
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finish this book because it s not about us it s about him but if you re truly ready to
take a leap of faith and experience the good news of jesus christ this book is for you
along the way with the use of hundreds of bible verses for support you will also learn the
answers to often asked questions such as why should we trust the words of the bible do we
have to repent of all our sins to go to heaven do we have to be baptized do we have to go
to church what does it mean to be born again what happens if we sin after we re saved can
we lose our salvation what about the people who ve never heard of jesus to find out what
god s words have to say about all of this and more you ll need to buckle up put on your
spiritual helmet and check your pride at the door as we take this biblical journey
together in spirit and truth

for paul ferrini there was a time when the very thought of jesus left him cold instead of
embodying the truth of jesus teaching christianity seemed to harbor the fearful thoughts
and actions of people who were more committed to self interest than to unconditional love
so when ferrini felt jesus voice inside him saying i want you to acknowledge me he
resisted in time however he came to realize that it was not jesus he was rejecting but the
untruths that had become attached to christian teaching responding to the inner voice did
not mean merely acknowledging jesus as some great teacher who lived in the past but also
meant that he was opening himself up to a living presence within his own awareness once
ferrini reached this reconciliation powerful words of spiritual truth began to flow
through him reflections of the christ mind presents the most important teachings the
author has received through his spiritual awakening here at last is a gospel devoted
solely to jesus teachings of love healing and forgiveness the teacher readers meet in
these pages is both compassionate and open minded he is the jesus christians know in their
hearts repudiating religious hypocrisy intolerance and spiritual pride ferrini rejects the
dogmatic position of the church offering instead words of hope and healing that form the
new gospel for today

take a look into your spiritual mirror if you are a new christian maybe recently
recommitted or a self proclaimed old soul in the faith this book is for you also if you
are seeking for something but not sure what it is then i challenge you to read this book
with an open heart i wrote this book as a calling to better understand what it means to be
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christian myself we often hear people use the name god in their daily lives but are often
confused as to the context or purpose i found that the simple truth is we should reflect
the life teachings and love of jesus each chapter will challenge you to look deeper into
your own reflection both spiritually and physically this book can provide a great tool for
spiritual reflection and self analysis that may benefit you in every area of your life i
have also provided an eight week study guide to work through individually or as a small
group

jesus world was far more religiously pluralistic than most of us imagine he grew up and
headquartered his ministry in galilee of the gentiles he regularly rubbed shoulders with
polytheistic and superstitious romans with philosophical and sophisticated greeks with
hard partying pagans and with god fearing africans the bible tells us that jesus unlike
his fellow countrymen did not avoid the despised and syncretistic samaritans nor did jesus
shun the jews who were considered persona non grata in the local synagogues like those who
worked for the occupying government or who rejected hebrew ways in favor of greek or who
lived hellion lifestyles moreover jesus interacted with individuals representing all of
the major sects of judaism sadducees pharisees zealots and essenes and these included a
huge variety of spiritual expression from the emotional to the contemplative from the
spontaneous to the staid from bible thumpers to compassion lovers from those who push
religion to the four corners of their lives while others passionately seek to push it to
the four corners of the globe is there some way to categorize organize and understand the
varieties of spiritual expression that jesus encountered is it possible that the kinds of
people jesus dealt with in his day are similar to the ones we face today are there
prototypical and stereotypical religious patterns to which people gravitate and why do we
do so if we lived in jesus day what spiritual camp would be most like ours how would jesus
approach us what would he do with us what would our spiritual profile be
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