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this fully revised and updated version of anthony giddens s sociology now in its fifth edition offers an unrivalled
introduction for students new to the subject lucid lively authoritative and original written by one of the world s leading
sociologists this comprehensive textbook manages to be clear accessible and jargon free but without oversimplifying
complex debates earlier editions of sociology broke new ground by incorporating cutting edge debates such as the
impact of globalisation into an introductory text this fifth edition remains a state of the art textbook with fresh and
engaging new material added throughout while covering all of the core topics of sociology the fifth edition also includes
a great deal of substantive new material ensuring that students are introduced to the most recent sociological debates
throughout the book weaves together classical and contemporary theory and data and provides a wide range of everyday
examples to which students can easily relate the fifth edition also benefits from new discussions of global inequality
disability ageing and the life course risk the network society and terrorism as well as many other additional and up to
date topics numerous learning aids in every chapter such as summary points questions for further thought and additional
reading suggestions which help to reinforce studentsrs knowledge lots of extra photographs diagrams case studies and
cartoons to bring ideas to life and fire studentsrs imaginations high quality supplementary resources on a dedicated
website including a full instructorsrs manual and additional student aids all specially designed to stimulate studentsrs
learning and critical thinking the fifth edition of this classic textbook is an ideal teaching text for first yearuniversity and
college courses and will be essential reading for all students who are looking for an exciting authoritative and easy to
follow introduction to sociology please visit the accompanying website at polity co uk giddens5

in this series of extended interviews with chris pierson giddens lays out the principal themes in the development of his
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social theory and the distinctive political agenda which he recommends

anthony giddens is arguably the world s leading sociologist in this controversial contribution to the giddens debate
stjepan mestrovic takes up and criticizes the major themes of his work particularly the concept of high modernity as
opposed to postmodernity and his attempted construction of a synthetic tradition based on human agency and structure
testing giddens theories against what is happening in the real world from genocide in africa to near secession in quebec
mestrovic discerns in the construction of synthetic traditions not the promise of freedom held out by giddens but rather
the ominous potential for new forms of totalitarian control

in this book anthony giddens addresses a range of issues concerning current developments in social theory relating them
to the prospects for sociology in the closing decades of the twentieth century composed of closely integrated papers all
written over the past few years the book includes seven essays not previously published plus two have not appeared in
english before in assessing the likely future evolution of sociology in particular and the social sciences in general the
author both draws upon ideas established in his more abstract theoretical writings and examines critically competing
traditions of thought those looking for an accessible introduction to gidden s writing will find in this book a set of clear
expositions of his basic ideas by situating these ideas in relation to the critical assessment of the views of others
however the author provides new sources of insight into the distinctiveness of his own claims

whilst particularly useful as a companion to the sixth edition of giddens s sociology the reader is designed for use
independently or alongside other textbooks

social life is in a constant process of change and sociology cannot afford to stand still sociology today is theoretically
diverse covers a huge range of subjects and draws on a broad array of research methods central to this endeavour is the
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use of core concepts and ideas which allow sociologists to make sense of societies though our understanding of these
concepts is constantly evolving and changing this clear and jargon free book introduces a careful selection of essential
concepts that have helped to shape sociology and others that continue to do so going beyond brief dictionary style
definitions anthony giddens and philip w sutton provide an extended discussion of each concept which sets it into
historical and theoretical context explores its main meanings in use introduces some relevant criticisms and points
readers to its ongoing development in contemporary research and theorizing organized in ten thematic sections the book
offers a portrait of sociology through its essential concepts ranging from capitalism identity and deviance to citizenship
the environment and intersectionality it will be essential reading for all those new to sociology as well as those seeking a
reliable route map for a rapidly changing world

anthony giddens is widely recognized as one of the most important sociologists of the post war period this is the first
full length work to examine giddens social theory it guides the reader through giddens early attempt to overcome the
duality of structure and agency he saw this duality as a major failing of social theories of modernity his attempt to
resolve the problem can be regarded as the key to the development of his brandmark structuration theory the book is the
most complete and thorough assessment of giddens work currently available it incorporates insights from many diffe

sociology a brief but critical introduction offers a lively discursive and jargon free introduction to sociology accessible
to the lay reader as well as to the student it incorporates discussion of recent developments in both social theory and
empirical social research developments to which giddens has directly contributed

in  this  major  theoretical  statement  the  author  offers  a  new  and  provocative  interpretation  of  the  institutional
transformations associated with modernity we do not as yet he argues live in a post modern world rather the distinctive
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characteristics of our major social institutions in the closing period of the twentieth century express the emergence of a
period of high modernity in which prior trends are radicalised rather than undermined a post modern social universe
may eventually come into being but this as yet lies on the other side of the forms of social and cultural organization
which currently dominate world history in developing an account of the nature of modernity giddens concentrates upon
analyzing  the  intersections  between  trust  and  risk  and  security  and  danger  in  the  modern  world  both  the  trust
mechanisms associated with modernity and the distinctive risk profile it produces he argues are distinctively different
from those characteristic of pre modern social orders this book build upon the author s previous theoretical writings and
will be of fundamental interest to anyone concerned with gidden s overall project however the work covers issues which
the author has not previously analyzed and extends the scope of his work into areas of pressing practical concern this
book will be essential reading for second year undergraduates and above in sociology politics philosophy and cultural
studies

giddens shows how growing global interdependence directly affects everyday lives its impact on culture traditions
families and politics this eloquent volume is the starting point for anyone concerned about the increasingly connected
world

now available in a discounted bundle buy the exciting new sixth edition of anthony giddens s sociology alongside the
specially tailored and revised selection of key sociological works in sociology introductory readings the main textbook
provides an authoritative overview of recent global developments and new ideas in sociology classic debates are also
given careful coverage with even the most complex ideas explained in an engaging way the reader offers a stimulating
and wide ranging set of readings to enable students to get to grips with original sociological thinking a strong emphasis
has been placed on creating a productive mixture of classic and contemporary readings which is highly readable and
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lively yet remains challenging together the two books provide an engaging and thorough introduction to the full scope
of sociology a comprehensive resource for all students for additional support and material please visit the accompanying
website at politybooks com giddens6

anthony giddens has been in the forefront of developments in social theory for the past decade in the constitution of
society he outlines the distinctive position he has evolved during that period and offers a full statement of a major new
perspective in social thought a synthesis and elaboration of ideas touched on in previous works but described here for
the first time in an integrated and comprehensive form a particular feature is giddens s concern to connect abstract
problems of theory to an interpretation of the nature of empirical method in the social sciences in presenting his own
ideas giddens mounts a critical attack on some of the more orthodox sociological views the constitution of society is an
invaluable reference book for all those concerned with the basic issues in contemporary social theory

the giddens reader contains a comprehensive selection of readings from the works of the pre eminent social theorist
anthony giddens a wide range of important theoretical issues are covered including the author s encounter with the
writings of marx durkheim weber parsons and foucault the reader also presents elaborations of giddens own innovative
approach to the fundamental questions of social theory his views on power time space and the relationship between
action and structure are well represented as are his highly illuminating analyses of the late modern age the readings are
prefaced by a straightforward introduction by the editor

the giddens reader contains a comprehensive selection of extracts from the works of the pre eminent social theorist
anthony giddens a wide range of important theoretical issues are covered including giddens encounter with the writings
of marx durkheim weber parsons and foucault the reader also presents elaborations of giddens own innovative approach
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to the fundamental questions of social theory his views on power time space and the relationship between action and
structure are well represented as are his illuminating analyses of the late modern age the readings are set out in such a
way as to demonstrate the connections between giddens various writings the uninitiated are thus presented with a
framework to enable them to go on to read the complete texts with a knowledge of their position in the greater scheme
of his work and are of sufficient length to allow the reader to experience an extended and integrated line of argument
and articulation of ideas the readings are prefaced by an informative and straightforward introduction by the editor

an introduction to the work of anthony giddens and a critical discussion of his ideas it sets out the background to and
sources for giddens development of structuration theory and describes the main features of his theory

a rigorous but accessible introduction to giddens work including a critical assessment of his writings on the third way

how should one understand the nature and possibilities of politicalradicalism today the political radical is normally
thought of assomeone who stands on the left opposing backward lookingconservatism in the present day however the
left has turneddefensive while the right has become radical advocating the freeplay of market forces no matter what
obstacles of tradition orcustom stand in their way what explains such a curious twist of perspective in answeringthis
question giddens develops a new framework for radicalpolitics drawing freely on what he calls philosophicconservatism
but applying this outlook in the service of valuesnormally associated with the left the ecological crisis is at thecore of
this analysis but is understood by giddens in anunconventional way as a response to a world in which modernityhas run
up  against  its  limits  as  a  social  and  moral  order  the  endof  nature  as  an  entity  existing  independently  of
humanintervention and the end of tradition combined with the impact ofglobalization are the forces which now have to
be confronted madeuse of and coped with this book provides a powerful interpretation of the rise offundamentalism of
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democracy the persistence of gender divisionsand the question of a normative political theory of violence itwill be
essential reading for anyone seeking a novel approach tothe political challenges which we face at the turn of thetwenty
first century

this is a new and revised edition of a book which has alreadyestablished itself as a basic text in social theory the first
section of the work provides a concise criticalanalysis of some leading schools of thought in social philosophy giving
particular attention to phenomenology ethnomethodology andwittgensteinian thought giddens concentrates primarily
upon theimplications of these various perspectives for an account of humanaction and its  intelligibility an action
approach on its own however will not do in human social life action and structurepresuppose one another the author
therefore moves on to provide aseries of concepts relevant to understanding the production andreproduction of society
the book concludes with a succinctstatement of some new rules of sociological method representing the first and most
trenchant exposition of theprinciples of structuration theory this edition also contains asubstantial new introduction in
which giddens replies to some ofthe more persistent criticisms made of the original version andalso addresses some
important issues originally discussed only in acursory way

this book is built upon a series of critical encounters with major figures in classical and present day social and political
thought the volume offers not only a challenging critique of major traditions of social and political analysis but unique
insights into the ideas which anthony giddens had developed over the past two decades

highlighting the most important topics issues questions and debates these two volumes offer full coverage of major
subthemes and subfields within the discipline of anthropology
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