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this anthology offers students a carefully edited selection of the most influential and
enduring interpretations of key political theorists there are sections on hobbes locke
rousseau burke bentham mill  and marx each section includes classic articles by
leading critics a substantial introduction by the editors and a guide to further reading
a general introduction to the volume as a whole is also provided this is an up to date
and extensive guide to the key issues at stake in the interpretative debate and it
provides an invaluable text for students and teachers of modern political thought

this volume explores from a variety of perspectives the political theory of the man
who  is  arguably  the  greatest  english  political  thinker  it  is  the  first  substantial
collection of new critical essays on thomas hobbes by leading scholars in over a
decade  hobbes  s  writings  stirred  debate  in  his  own  lifetime  for  two  centuries
thereafter and continue to do so in ours they emerged in a period of intense political
turmoil a time of civil war and regicide of puritanical rule and royal restoration they
were motivated dietz argues by concrete political problems and a practical concern
namely  to  secure  political  order  absolute  sovereignty  and  civil  peace  the
contributors emphasize and answer a series of expressly political questions that to
date have not  been fully  addressed in  the hobbes literature they contend that
hobbes s writings are not mere static artifacts of a particular historical milieu but
rather rich sources of a variety of interpretations and criticisms that spur discussion
and debate in their turn
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pre eminent among european political philosophers norberto bobbio has throughout
his career turned to the political theory of thomas hobbes gathered here for the first
time are the most important of his essays which together provide both a valuable
introduction to hobbes s thought and a fresh understanding of hobbes s place in the
theory of  modern politics tracing hobbes s work through de cive and leviathan
bobbio identifies the philosopher s relation to the tradition of natural law that hobbes
must  now  be  understood  in  both  this  tradition  as  well  as  in  the  seemingly
contradictory positivist tradition becomes clear for the first time in bobbio s account
bobbio also demonstrates that hobbes cannot be easily labelled liberal or totalitarian
in  bobbio  s  provocative  analysis  of  hobbes  s  justification  of  the  state  hobbes
emerges as a true conservative though his primary concern is to reconstruct the
inner  logic  of  hobbes  s  thought  bobbio  is  also  attentive  to  the  philosopher  s
biography and weaves into his analysis details of hobbes s life and world his exile in
france his relation with the mersenne circle his disputes with anglican bishops and
accusations of heresy leveled against him the result is a revealing thoroughly new
portrait of the first theorist of the modern state

the eight essays in this volume celebrated the 400th birthday of the english political
thinker thomas hobbes

in the elements of law natural and politic thomas hobbes explores the foundation of
political philosophy through a meticulous examination of human nature morality and
the structure of society written in a clear yet intricate style this treatise unpacks the
social contract theory laying the groundwork for modern political thought hobbes
employs a rationalist approach interweaving his insights into natural law with an
analysis of governance ultimately arguing for the necessity of a powerful sovereign
to maintain order and prevent conflict among self interested individuals this work is
situated within the broader context of 17th century enlightenment thinking reflecting
the  tumultuous  political  landscape of  his  time particularly  the  english  civil  war
thomas hobbes an influential philosopher was deeply affected by the chaos of his
era which instilled in him a profound distrust of human nature and a recognition of
the  inherent  violence  in  humanity  s  quest  for  survival  his  early  experiences
particularly witnessing the breakdown of social order galvanized his thoughts on the
need for strong political authority as a student of aristotle s works hobbes melded
classical  philosophy  with  emerging  enlightenment  ideals  which  undoubtedly
informed his vision in the elements of law this seminal work is a must read for
scholars of political theory and philosophy hobbes s incisive insights into the human
condition  and the  nature  of  power  provide a  thought  provoking framework  for
understanding  contemporary  political  discourse  readers  will  find  themselves
challenged to reflect on the balance between individual liberty and social stability
making this book a timeless addition to any intellectual library

hobbes s political theory has traditionally been taken to be an endorsement of state
power and a prescription for unconditional obedience to the sovereign s will in this
book  susanne  sreedhar  develops  a  novel  interpretation  of  hobbes  s  theory  of
political obligation and explores important cases where hobbes claims that subjects
have a right to disobey and resist state power even when their lives are not directly
threatened  drawing  attention  to  this  broader  set  of  rights  her  comprehensive
analysis of hobbes s account of political disobedience reveals a unified and coherent
theory of resistance that has previously gone unnoticed and undefended her book
will appeal to all who are interested in the nature and limits of political authority the
right of self defense the right of revolution and the modern origins of these issues

an exciting english language edition which for the first time presents thomas hobbes
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s masterpiece leviathan alongside two earlier works the elements of law and de cive
by arranging the three texts side by side baumgold offers readers an enhanced
understanding of hobbes s political theory and addresses an important need within
hobbes  scholarship  the  parallel  presentation  highlights  substantive  connections
between the texts and makes it easy to trace the development of hobbes s thinking
readers can follow developments both at the micro level of specific arguments and
at the macro level of the overall scope and organization of the theory the volume
also includes parallel presentations of hobbes s chapter outlines which serve as a
key to the texts and are collected in a précis appendix

leviathan or the matter forme and power of a common wealth ecclesiasticall and
civil commonly referred to as leviathan is a book written by thomas hobbes 1588
1679 and published in 1651 revised latin edition 1668 its name derives from the
biblical  leviathan  the  work  concerns  the  structure  of  society  and  legitimate
government and is regarded as one of the earliest and most influential examples of
social  contract  theory 5 leviathan ranks as a classic western work on statecraft
comparable to machiavelli s the prince written during the english civil war 1642 1651
leviathan argues for a social contract and rule by an absolute sovereign hobbes
wrote that civil war and the brute situation of a state of nature the war of all against
all could only be avoided by strong undivided government thomas hobbes 5 april
1588 4 december 1679 in some older texts thomas hobbes of malmesbury was an
english philosopher best known today for his work on political philosophy his 1651
book  leviathan  established  social  contract  theory  the  foundation  of  most  later
western political philosophy though on rational grounds a champion of absolutism
for the sovereign hobbes also developed some of the fundamentals of european
liberal thought the right of the individual the natural equality of all men the artificial
character of the political order which led to the later distinction between civil society
and the state the view that all legitimate political power must be representative and
based on the consent of the people and a liberal interpretation of law which leaves
people free to do whatever the law does not explicitly forbid he was one of the
founders of modern political philosophy and political science his understanding of
humans as being matter and motion obeying the same physical laws as other matter
and motion remains influential and his account of human nature as self interested
cooperation and of political communities as being based upon a social  contract
remains  one  of  the  major  topics  of  political  philosophy  in  addition  to  political
philosophy hobbes also  contributed to  a  diverse array  of  other  fields  including
history geometry the physics of gases theology ethics and general philosophy

hobbes writing surprises shocks amuses and above all stimulates criticism both of
himself and of our conventional wisdom this book which is both expository and
critical concentrates on hobbes s ethical and political theory but also considers the
effect  of  these  on  his  metaphysics  updated  with  a  new  preface  and  critical
bibliography  this  book  will  be  particularly  useful  as  an  introduction  for
undergraduates

first published in 2004 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company

after the publication of his masterpiece of political theory leviathan or the matter and
power of commonwealth ecclesiastic and civil in 1651 opponents charged thomas
hobbes with atheism and banned and burned his books the english parliament in a
search for scapegoats even claimed that the theories found in leviathan were a likely
cause of the plague of 1665 and the great fire of 1666 for the modern reader though
hobbes is more recognized for his popular belief that humanity s natural condition is
a state of perpetual war with life being solitary poor nasty brutish and short despite
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frequent challenges by other philosophers leviathan s secular theory of absolutism
no  longer  stands  out  as  particularly  objectionable  in  the  description  of  the
organization of states moreover we see hobbes as strikingly current in his use of
concepts that we still employ today including the ideas of natural law natural rights
and the social  contract  based on this  work one could even argue that  hobbes
created  english  language  philosophy  insofar  as  leviathan  was  the  first  great
philosophical work written in english and one whose impact continues to the present
day

in recent years serious attempts have been made to systematize and develop the
moral and political themes of great philosophers of the past kant locke marx and the
classical  utilitarians  all  have their  current  defenders  and arc  taken seriously  as
expositors of sound moral and political views it is the aim of this book to introduce
hobbes into this select group by presenting a plausible moral and political theory
inspired by leviathan using the techniques of analytic philosophy and elementary
game theory the author develops a hobbesian argument that justifies the liberal
state  and  reconciles  the  rights  and  interests  of  rational  individuals  with  their
obligations hobbes s case against anarchy based on his notorious claim that life
outside the political state would be a war of all against all is analyzed in detail while
his endorsement of the absolutist state is traced to certain false hypotheses about
political  sociology  with  these  eliminated  hobbes  s  principles  support  a  liberal
redistributive  or  satisfactory  state  and  a  limited  right  of  revolution  turning  to
normative  issues  the  book  explains  hobbes  s  account  of  morality  based  on
enlightened self interest and shows how the hobbesian version of social contract
theory justifies the political obligations of citizens of satisfactory states

a radical reinterpretation of hobbes s leviathan focusing on that part of it devoted to
religion

hobbes writing surprises shocks amuses and above all stimulates criticism both of
himself and of our conventional wisdom this book which is both expository and
critical concentrates on hobbes s ethical and political theory but also considers the
effect  of  these  on  his  metaphysics  updated  with  a  new  preface  and  critical
bibliography  this  book  will  be  particularly  useful  as  an  introduction  for
undergraduates

first published in 1977 this book is both expository and critical and concentres on
hobbes ethical and political theory but also considering the effect on these of his
metaphysics updated with a new preface especially for this re issue which brings
together recent scholarship on hobbes a particular useful feature of the book is the
new critical bibliography
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