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when a young lady from a land boom syndicate tries to enlist andy green s help in a scheme to lure settlers
to montana he isn t interested until he learns that the land selected was part of the flying u ranch andy
quickly sets off to tell chip bennett and the rest of the happy family at the flying u about this insidious plot
that could be the death knell for the flying u trying for an end run around the land grabbers andy and his
friends get themselves fired and file homestead claims of their own for some of the flying u land but before
it could win its fight for existence the flying u and its loyal hands would weather a stampede a prairie fire
and the disappearance of chip bennett s six year old son bertha muzzy bower was the first woman to make
a career of writing western fiction and remains one of the most widely known authors of the western novel
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her first novel chip of the flying u was an instant success and led to fourteen novels about the flying u ranch
in montana her novels are characterized by a sharp wit a strong sense of family and loyalty and the
authentic quality of her cowboys

on june 25 1876 in the plains of southern montana lieutenant colonel george armstrong custer led the
seventh cavalry into battle with a powerful force of sioux and cheyenne warriors not one member of custer
s battalion survived the battle the greatest single victory of the plains indians in their war with the united
states since that fateful day historians have debated the tactics and strategy of both sides exactly how the
battle proceeded and what custer should have done differently

in the late 1930s a number of american women especially those allied with various peace and isolationist
groups protested against the nation s entry into world war ii while their story is fairly well known margaret
paton walsh reveals a far less familiar story of women who fervently felt that american intervention was
absolutely necessary paton walsh recounts how the united states became involved in the war but does so
through the eyes of american women who faced it as a necessary evil covering the period between 1935
and 1941 she examines how these women functioned as political actors even though they were excluded
from positions of power through activism in women s organizations informal women s networks and even
male dominated lobbying groups in the great debate over whether america should enter the war some
women favored aid to the allies not because they hoped for war but because they hoped aid would forestall
more direct u s involvement but also because they believed war was preferable to a nazi victory paton
walsh shows that this activism involved some of the most prominent women of their day elizabeth cutter
morrow whose son in law charles lindbergh was an isolationist spokesman supported the revision of the
neutrality acts to allow the sale of arms to the allies and expressed her support in a national radio
broadcast soon other women joined this debate esther brunauer of the aauw journalist dorothy thompson
and organizations like the league of women voters and national women s trade union league broke from the
pacifist tradition to advocate american aid for the allied cause focusing on the conflict in europe paton
walsh shows how these women grasped the implications of the lend lease program for america s entry into
the war but supported it nevertheless by late 1941 the women s division of the fight for freedom committee
had been established no longer merely advocating aid to britain to keep american boys out of battle this
organization supported direct american involvement in the war as a means of stopping nazi oppression
while most historians have focused on women s pacifism paton walsh connects women more directly to
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world events and shows how those interventionists reformulated maternalist ideas to justify and explain
their beliefs our war too is a story of american women trying to reconcile the irreconcilable to preserve
both their principles and their peace it expands our understanding of women as political actors and
thinkers about foreign policy as it sheds new light on american public opinion over the build up to the war
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