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our soldiers gallant deeds of the british army during victoria s reign by w h g kingston offers a compelling glimpse into the lives and exploits of british soldiers
during a pivotal era of military history this meticulously prepared print republication celebrates the courage and dedication of the men who served in the
british army throughout queen victoria s reign delve into accounts of valor and sacrifice exploring the challenges and triumphs faced by these soldiers in
service to their country a valuable resource for those interested in british military history our soldiers provides a detailed historical overview of the period
explore the world of victorian era warfare and gain a deeper understanding of the lives of the soldiers who shaped the course of history a must read for
anyone seeking to learn more about the british army and its legacy this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states
you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that
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this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

more than three and a half million men served in the british army during the second world war the vast majority of them civilians who had never expected to
become soldiers and had little idea what military life with all its strange rituals discomforts and dangers was going to be like alan allport s rich and luminous
social history examines the experience of the greatest and most terrible war in history from the perspective of these ordinary extraordinary men who were
plucked from their peacetime families and workplaces and sent to fight for king and country allport chronicles the huge diversity of their wartime trajectories
tracing how soldiers responded to and were shaped by their years with the british army and how that army however reluctantly had to accommodate itself to
them touching on issues of class sex crime trauma and national identity through a colorful multitude of fresh individual perspectives the book provides an
enlightening deeply moving perspective on how a generation of very modern minded young men responded to the challenges of a brutal and disorienting
conflict

includes pictures includes contemporary accounts includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading believe me nothing except a battle lost can
be half so melancholy as a battle won the duke of wellington at waterloo today the british army is one of the most powerful fighting forces in the world its
highly trained professional soldiers are equipped with the most advanced military technology ever made its international interventions while controversial both
at home and abroad are carried out with incredible professionalism and little loss of life among british servicemen and servicewomen naturally the history and
traditions behind this army are also impressive britain has not been successfully invaded in centuries its soldiers once created and defended a global empire
and during the second world war it was one of the leading nations standing against the brutal axis forces leading the way in the greatest seaborne invasion in
military history but it was not always like this for most of its history britain was a patchwork of competing nations england the largest of its constituent
countries was often relatively weak as a land power compared with its european neighbors moreover britain s armies like those of the other european powers
were neither professional nor standing armies for hundreds of years the 18th century was a tumultuous period for the british army one often overlooked in
popular accounts of british history it began with the formal unification of britain a period of great success for the nation s armies led by one of britain s
greatest generals the duke of marlborough this was followed by a period of global activity and military reform as the british empire expanded though naval
power played a greater part in this success it led to new obligations and challenges for the army even as the empire soared to new heights the 18th century
was one that was initially marked by triumph but ended in failure and decline the late 1770s and early 1780s brought about a disastrous war for control of the
american colonies during which the british army was ultimately defeated by colonial militiamen allied with french forces in the aftermath came a period of
decline and complacency leaving the nation ill prepared for war with napoleon and france wellington famously referred to his men as the scum of the earth
even as he took pride in their skill and successes this was an army that took rough material and shaped it into something refined and effective the
demoralized army emerging after the american revolution became something new and powerful respected around the world giving britain its era of greatest
glory ironically the army was a victim of its own success after having proven its strength against napoleon and emerging as one of the most respected military
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and political players in europe the british army took a backseat to what its leaders considered more pressing needs even as the soldiers were relied on to be
garrisoned in colonies across the world as the industrial revolution took hold its factories and mines drove a staggering period of economic and technological
growth a global empire supported by the might of the royal navy provided the raw materials and markets the economy needed as well as military bases and
political influence in every corner of the globe success was a self fulfilling prophecy and britain s economic and military might let the nation expand its power
absorbing more territory and resources this ensured the need for a substantial army as well as the need for the resources to maintain it but it was not all
smooth sailing there were challenges to be met and periods of complacency to overcome this book examines the history of the british army during some of
history s most pivotal eras along with pictures and a bibliography you will learn about the british army like never before

this social history of the common british soldier in the american revolution dispels myths and sheds new light on who fought for the crown and why in this
extensive study sylvia frey surveys recruiting records contemporary training manuals statutes and memoirs to provide insight into the soldier s life and mind in
the process she reveals a great deal about the common soldier his social origins and occupational background his size age and general physical condition his
personal economics and daily existence her findings dispel the traditional assumption that the army was made up largely of criminals and social misfits special
attention is given to soldiering as an occupation and the moral and material factors which induced men to accept the high risks focusing on two of the major
campaigns of the war the northern campaign which culminated at saratoga and the southern campaign which ended at yorktown frey describes the human
face of war with particular emphasis on the physical and psychic strains of campaigning in the eighteenth century frey rejects the traditional assumption that
soldiers were motivated to fight exclusively by fear and force and argues instead that the primary motivation to battle was generated by regimental esprit
which in the eighteenth century substituted for patriotism after analyzing the sources of esprit she concludes that it was the sustaining force for morale in a
long and discouraging war

thousands of men fought for britain in the second world war covering recruitment training kit and life on the front line this is the ideal introduction for anyone
wanting an insight into the life of the british tommy

in the story of the british army by charles cooper king readers are taken on a comprehensive journey through the history and evolution of one of the world s
most renowned military forces through meticulous research and vivid storytelling king encompasses the various campaigns battles and key figures that have
shaped the british army over the centuries the book is written in a clear and engaging literary style making it accessible to readers of all backgrounds king s
attention to detail and historical context provide a comprehensive understanding of the british army s role in shaping global events this book is a valuable
resource for military history enthusiasts and scholars alike charles cooper king s expertise as a historian and military strategist shines through in the story of
the british army with a deep understanding of military tactics and historical events king offers readers a unique perspective on the inner workings and
significance of the british army his passion for the subject matter is evident making this book a compelling and enlightening read for anyone interested in
military history or british history in general i highly recommend the story of the british army to readers looking to delve deeper into the fascinating world of
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military history and gain a greater appreciation for the british army s enduring legacy

combining military and cultural history the book explores british soldiers travels and cross cultural encounters in spain and portugal 1808 1814 it is the story of
how soldiers interacted with the local environment and culture of their attitudes and behaviour towards the inhabitants and how they wrote about all this in
letters and memoirs

the british army between 1783 and 1815 the army that fought in the french revolutionary and napoleonic wars has received severe criticism and sometimes
exaggerated praise from contemporaries and historians alike and a balanced and perceptive reassessment of it as an institution and a fighting force is overdue
that is why this carefully considered new study by kevin linch is of such value he brings together fresh perspectives on the army in one of its most tumultuous
and famous eras exploring the global range of its deployment the varieties of soldiering it had to undertake its close ties to the political and social situation of
the time and its complex relationship with british society and culture in the face of huge demands on its manpower and direct military threats to the british
isles and territories across the globe the army had to adapt as kevin linch demonstrates some changes were significant while others were in the end minor or
temporary in the process he challenges the road to waterloo narrative of the army s steady progress from the nadir of the 1780s and early 1790s to its strong
performances throughout the peninsular war and its triumph at the battle of waterloo his reassessment shows an army that was just good enough to cope with
the demanding campaigns it undertook

edgehill 1642 surveying the disastrous scene in the aftermath of the first battle of the english civil war oliver cromwell realized that war could no longer be
waged in the old feudal way there had to be system and discipline and therefore eventually a standing professional army from the new model army of
cromwell s distant vision former soldier allan mallinson shows us the people and events that have shaped the british army we know today how marlborough s
momentous victory at blenheim is linked to wellington s at waterloo how the desperate fight at rorke s drift in 1879 underpinned the heroism of the airborne
forces at arnhem in 1944 and why montgomery s momentous victory at el alamein mattered long after the second world war was over from the british army s
origins at the battle of edgehill to the recent conflict in afghanistan the making of the british army is history at its most relevant and most dramatic

reprint of the original first published in 1837

the story of the british army has many sides to it being a tale of heroic successes and tragic failures of dogged determination and drunken disorder it involves
many of the most vital preoccupations in the history of the island the struggle against continental domination by a single power the battle for empire and a
cast pf remarkable characters marlborough wellington and montgomery among them yet the british relying on their navy have always neglected their army
from the time of alfred the great to the reign of charles ii wars were fought with hired forces disbanded as soon as conflict ended even after the stuggles with
louis xiv impelled the formation of a reulgar army impecunious governments neglected the armed forces except in times of national emergency in this wide
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ranging account major haswell sketches the medieval background before concentrating on the three hundred years of the regular army leading up to its role in
our own time he presents an informed and probing picture of the organization of the army the development of weaponry and strategy and the everyday life of
the british soldier through the centuries john lewis stempel has brought major haswell s classic work right up to date by expanding the section on the
dissolution of empire to include a full account of northern ireland and the falklands war he has added a new chapter to cover the gulf war bosnia afghanistan
and iraq also the increasing role of special forces and the amalgamation of regiments
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