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in this text 11 leading scholars of hinduism explore the complex relationship between
hindu women s ritual activities and their lives beyond ritual

this collection of essays examines various rituals and ceremonies in american popular
culture including architecture religion television viewing humor eating and dancing

this study forms an ethnoarchaeological analysis of the life cycle rituals from the funeral
practice and its manifestation in the mortuary remains of brahmans and magars in central
dhaulagiri  zone of  nepal  it  is  largely  based on first  hand experience of  funerals  and
explores the religious and cosmological ideas surrounding death and the afterlife what
death represents for the living and the rites and rituals performed to the deceased in the
final chapter oestigaard considers how this evidence can help us interpret the burials of
the past and re appraise our christianised views of death
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a quiet revolution is taking place in america s forests once seen primarily as stands of
timber our woodlands are now prized as a rich source of a wide range of commodities from
wild mushrooms and maple sugar to hundreds of medicinal plants whose uses have only
begun to  be  fully  realized  now as  timber  harvesting  becomes  more  mechanized  and
requires less labor the image of the lumberjack is being replaced by that of the forager this
book provides the first comprehensive examination of nontimber forest products ntfps in
the united states illustrating their diverse importance describing the people who harvest
them and outlining the steps that are being taken to ensure access to them as the first
extensive national overview of ntfp policy and management specific to the united states it
brings together research from numerous disciplines and analytical perspectives such as
economics mycology history ecology law entomology forestry geography and anthropology
in order  to  provide a  cohesive picture of  the current  and potential  role  of  ntfps  the
contributors review the state of  scientific  knowledge of  ntfps by offering a survey of
commercial and noncommercial products an overview of uses and users and discussions of
sustainable management issues associated with ecology cultural traditions forest policy
and commerce they examine some of the major social economic and biological benefits of
ntfps while also addressing the potential  negative consequences of ntfp harvesting on
forest ecosystems and on ntfp species populations within this wealth of information are
rich accounts of ntfp use drawn from all parts of the american landscape from the pacific
northwest  to  the  caribbean  from  honey  production  to  a  review  of  nontimber  forest
economies still active in the united states such as the ojibway harvest of plants recounted
here  the  book  takes  in  the  whole  breadth  of  recent  ntfp  issues  including  ecological
concerns associated with the expansion of ntfp markets and ntfp tenure issues on federally
managed lands no other volume offers such a comprehensive overview of ntfps in north
america by examining all aspects of these products it contributes to the development of
more sophisticated policy and management frameworks for not only ensuring their ongoing
use but also protecting the future of our forests

this  book  fills  a  current  need  in  islamic  studies  for  a  perspective  on  the  nuanced
investigation of ritual practices rather than a concentration on politicized forms of ideology
the essays in this volume all  written by scholarly specialists with first hand fieldwork
experience take up a number of questions central to islamic religion and ritual focusing on
rituals as practices of making identities identities are seen as changing in response to
historical forces rather than as unchanging and rigid and the overall vision of islam is seen
as pluralistic  rather  than monolithic  several  of  the essays  deal  with gender relations
showing that women may in practice gain some prominence in local contexts beyond what
might be allowed by reformist islamicizing authorities this is particularly the case when the
focus is on varieties of sufism the essays also recognize that elements of conflict and
contestation are commonly present in ritual contexts because of struggles over power
hence the title contesting rituals politics gender relations and conflict between central
reformists and local ritual specialists are all involved in these contestations overall the
volume aims to show the multiplicity of islam and to demonstrate how the themes of
multiplicity and unity are played out continuously over time the contributors to the volume
are kelly pemberton south asia anna m gade indonesia susan j rasmussen africa alaine s
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hutson africa shampa mazumdar and sanjoy mazumdar usa sean r roberts uyghurstan and
liyakat takim iraq the editors pamela stewart and andrew strathern provide an introductory
overview this book is part of the ritual studies monograph series edited by pamela j stewart
and andrew strathern department of anthropology university of pittsburgh t his volume is a
useful addition to literature on islam ritual and identity it successfully investigates the
plasticity of muslim ritual on multiple axes providing historical perspectives explorations of
spatial  transformation  and  experience  near  ethnographic  analyses  journal  of
anthropological research 2006 t he contributions offer interesting insights into aspects of
muslim religious practice their situatedness in wider social contexts and change over time
the  journal  of  social  anthropology  the  reader  comes  away with  an  awareness  of  the
complexities of being muslim in today s world of globalization mass migration changing
gender  roles  and  continuing  ethno  nationalist  struggles  the  journal  of  the  royal
anthropological institute of great britain and ireland

this is a powerful first hand account of a religious ministry that reaches out to console heal
and build the lives of poor and desperate immigrants who come to the united states in
search of a better life
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