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dark allegory describes the narrator s journey up the congo river and his meeting with and
fascination by mr kurtz a mysterious personage who dominates the unruly inhabitants of
the region masterly blend of adventure character development psychological penetration
considered by many conrad s finest most enigmatic story

this highly symbolic story is actually a story within a story or frame narrative it follows
marlow as he recounts from dusk through to late night his adventure into the congo to a
group of men aboard a ship anchored in the thames estuary the story details an incident
when marlow an englishman took a foreign assignment as a ferry boat captain employed
by a belgian trading company although the river is never specifically named readers may
assume it is the congo river in the congo free state a private colony of king leopold ii
marlow is employed to transport ivory downriver however his more pressing assignment is
to return kurtz another ivory trader to civilization in a cover up kurtz has a reputation
throughout the region

ngugi wa thiong o b 1938 kenyan novelist

heart of darkness centers around marlow an introspective sailor and his journey up the
congo river to meet kurtz reputed to be an idealistic man of great abilities marlow takes a
job as a riverboat captain with the company a belgian concern organized to trade in the
congo as he travels to africa and then up the congo marlow encounters widespread
inefficiency and brutality in the company s stations the native inhabitants of the region
have been forced into the company s service and they suffer terribly from overwork and ill
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treatment at the hands of the company s agents the cruelty and squalor of imperial
enterprise contrasts sharply with the impassive and majestic jungle that surrounds the
white man s settlements making them appear to be tiny islands amidst a vast darkness
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cruelty and squalor of imperial enterprise contrasts sharply with the impassive and
majestic jungle that surrounds the white man s settlements making them appear to be
tiny islands amidst a vast darkness
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