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in  the  long  established  democracies  of  western  europe  electoral  turnouts  are  in  decline
membership is shrinking in the major parties and those who remain loyal partisans are sapped
of enthusiasm peter mair s new book weighs the impact of these changes which together show
that after a century of democratic aspiration electorates are deserting the political arena mair
examines the alarming parallel development that has seen europe s political elites remodel
themselves as a homogeneous professional class withdrawing into state institutions that offer
relative stability in a world of fickle voters meanwhile non democratic agencies and practices
proliferate and gain credibility not least among them the european union itself an organization
contributing to the depoliticization of the member states and one whose notorious democratic
deficit reflects the deliberate intentions of its founders ruling the void offers an authoritative
and chilling assessment of the prospects for popular political representation today not only in
the varied democracies of europe but throughout the developed world
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the renaissance has long been recognized as a brilliant moment in the development of western
civilization however little attention has been devoted to the distinct contributions of philosophy
to renaissance culture this volume introduces the reader to the philosophy written read taught
and debated during the period traditionally credited with the revival of learning beginning with
original sources still  largely inaccessible to most readers and drawing on a wide range of
secondary studies the authors examine the relation of renaissance philosophy to humanism and
the universities  the impact  of  rediscovered ancient  sources the recovery of  plato and the
neoplatonists and the evolving ascendancy of aristotle renaissance philosophy also explores the
original  contributions  of  major  figures  including  bruni  valla  ficino  pico  della  mirandola
pomponazzi machiavelli more vitoria montaigne bruno and campanella in this work the rich
insights and inheritance of renaissance philosophy are made available to the student and the
general reader renaissance philosophy not only demonstrates the uses of ancient and medieval
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philosophy  by  renaissance  thinkers  but  also  throws  light  on  the  early  origins  of  modern
philosophy

each of  the book s  contributors  is  engaged in critical  academic research across  a broad
spectrum in scotland although they are specialists in their chosen fields they share a concern to
problematise the post devolution new scotland by discussing it fully and effectively in the neo
liberal context of the 21st century in addition all of the authors are activists in the anti capitalist
environmental socialist and anti war movements and are therefore engaged in the processes
outlined in
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