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since the advent of post structuralism various authors have problematized the modern
conception of autobiography by questioning the status of authorship and interrogating
the relation between language and reality yet even after making autobiography into a
theoretical  problem  many  of  these  authors  ended  up  writing  about  themselves  this
paradox stands at the center of this wide ranging study of the form and function of
autobiography in the work of authors who have distanced themselves from its modern
instantiation discussing roland barthes jacques derrida hélène cixous and others this
book grapples with the question of what it  means to write the self  when the self  is
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understood as an effect of writing combining close reading intellectual history and literary
theory the autobiography effect traces how precisely its theoretically problematic nature
made autobiography into a central scene for the negotiation of philosophical positions
and anxieties after structuralism

the optic of the state traces the production of nationalist imaginaries through the public
visual  representation  of  modern  state  formation  in  brazil  and  argentina  as  jens
andermann reveals the foundational visions of national heritage territory and social and
ethnic composition were conceived and implemented but also disputed and contested in
a complex interplay between government cultural and scientific institutions and actors as
a means of propagating political agendas and power throughout the emerging states the
purpose of these imaginaries was to vindicate the political upheavals of the recent past
and secure the viability  of  the newly independent states through a sense of historic
destiny and inevitable evolution the careful presentation of artifacts and spectacles was
also aimed abroad in order to win the favor of european imperial powers and thereby
acquire a competitive place in the nascent global economy of the late nineteenth century
the  optic  of  the  state  offers  a  fascinating  critique  of  the  visual  aspects  of  national
mythology it exposes how scientific and cultural institutions inscribed the state form in
time and space thus presenting historical processes as natural givens

in vor  und nachworten scheint  theoriegeschichtliche reflexion selbst  ihren anfang zu
nehmen  es  geht  dort  oft  darum  das  eigene  oder  andere  werk  in  neue  kontexte
einzuführen  missverständnissen  oder  fehlinterpretationen  vorzubeugen  und
werkpolitische selbsthistorisierung vorzunehmen Ähnliches gilt für andere paratexte wie
titel waschzettel widmungen und motti oder auch für begleit und ergänzungstexte wie
interviews rezensionen und dergleichen auch sie sollen die rezeption lenken und in neuen
kontexten  andere  wirksamkeiten  entfalten  die  eigenheiten  solcher  vor  und
nachgestellter  texte  ist  von  der  forschung  bisher  nicht  systematisch  in  den  blick
genommen  worden  spielt  aber  für  ein  verständnis  des  transfers  der  zirkulation  der
globalen wirksamkeit und der anschlussfähigkeit von theorie eine entscheidende rolle der
band geht diesen paratexten der theorie ihren allgemeinen affordanzen und konkreten
effekten für die zirkulation von theorie n anhand von exemplarischen fragestellungen
konstellationen autor innen genres und texten nach und fragt dabei auch stets nach den
verschiedenen weisen der theorieübertragung und ihrer bedeutung für die literatur und
geisteswissenschaften  theory  historical  reflection  seems  to  begin  in  prefaces  and
epilogues the aim is often to introduce one s own or another work into new contexts to
prevent misunderstandings or misinterpretations and to undertake self historicization the
same applies to other paratexts such as titles blurbs dedications and mottos as well as
accompanying and supplementary texts such as interviews reviews and the like they too
are  intended  to  guide  reception  and  develop  different  effects  in  new  contexts  the
peculiarities  of  such  pre  and  post  imposed  texts  have  not  yet  been  systematically
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examined by researchers but  they play a  decisive role in  understanding the transfer
circulation global effectiveness and connectivity of theory this volume examines these
paratexts of theory their general affordances and concrete effects on the circulation of
theory on the basis of exemplary questions constellations authors genres and texts and
always  asks  about  the  various  ways  in  which  theory  is  transferred  and  unfolds
significance for literature and the humanities

this book concerns the variations operated by barthes on À la recherche du temps perdu
over a period of three decades it reads the proustian oeuvre through the prism of barthes
providing new readings of proust s novel and of barthes s own writings and revealing an
intricate and inconsistent web of references and circulations between the two

julia kristeva refracts the impulse to hate and our attempts to subvert sublimate and
otherwise process it through psychoanalysis and text exploring worlds women religion
portraits and the act of writing her inquiry spans themes topics and figures central to her
writing  and  her  paths  of  discovery  advance  the  theoretical  innovations  that  are  so
characteristic of her thought kristeva rearticulates and extends her analysis of language
abjection idealization female sexuality love and forgiveness she examines the maladies of
the soul utilizing examples from her practice and the ailments of her patients such as
fatigue irritability and general  malaise she sources the bible and texts by marguerite
duras st teresa of avila roland barthes simone de beauvoir and georgia o keefe balancing
political  calamity  and  individual  pathology  she  addresses  internal  and  external
catastrophes  and  global  and  personal  injuries  confronting  the  nature  of  depression
obliviousness fear and the agony of being and nothingness throughout kristeva develops
the notion that psychoanalysis is the key to serenity with its processes of turning back
looking back investigating the self and refashioning psychical damage into something
useful and beautiful constant questioning kristeva contends is essential to achieving the
coming to terms we all seek at the core of forgiveness

a study of the problem of soren kierkegaard s 1813 1855 indirect communication a term
coined by kierkegaard himself for his writings instead of treating kierkegaard s works of
the 1840s as perfectly serious presentations of authorial meaning poole literary theory u
of nottingham england shows how kierkegaard deploying the sorts of textual tools and
devices associated today with jacques derrida refuses to offer a personal view on any of
his great themes love duty faith and the anguish before choice annotation copyright by
book news inc portland or
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