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this new printing is not a newly revised edition only an enlarged one the revised edition of 1957 remains intact except
that its short introduction has been greatly expanded to appear here as chapters i and ii the only other changes are
technical and minor ones the correction of typographical errors and amended indexes of subjects and names

social theory has undergone dramatic changes over the past fifteen years the aim of this book is to provide a comprehensive
survey of those changes and an authoritative statement on current trends of development in social thought the contents of
the book range in a systematic way across the major traditions of social theory prominent today among the topics covered
are the relationships between modern social theory and the classics of the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the
connections between social theory and mathematical social science and the logical status of generalizations in the social
sciences traditions of thought discussed include behaviourism symbolic interactionism parsonian theory analytical theory
structuralism and post structuralism ethnomethodology structuration theory world systems theory marxism and critical theory
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an upper division undergraduate social theory textbook that introduces the student to the multitude of different theorists
this book helps students grasp theories and their relevance and application to modern life

a very substantial and reliable introduction to social theory imaginatively written and extremely readable the new edition
contains three valuable additional chapters william outhwaite professor of sociology university of sussex uk the long
anticipated second edition of this original and approachable text examines social theory in the context of its traditions
and historical development and explores its contemporary relevance in explaining society and understanding social relations
the text has been substantially revised and includes three new chapters two of which depict theory in action and a new
conclusion may and powell have also added new material on both emotion and globalisation situating social theory begins by
charting the history of social theory examining its development in terms of the enlightenment project and the cultural and
intellectual contexts in which theorists worked and constructed their ideas it goes on to critically examine traditions in
social thought including hermeneutics phenomenology pragmatism critical theory structuralism actor network theory systems
theory and feminisms in outlining the main ideas behind these traditions the form and content of modern social theory is
situated within its historical roots enabling the reader to actively explore the arguments and reflect upon their strengths
and weaknesses throughout the book the relationships between agency the social self and social structure provide a thematic
coherence there is a comprehensive bibliography that will help the reader to explore theories of particular interest in
greater depth situating social theory is an invaluable text for intermediate undergraduate courses within sociology and the
wider social sciences and provides an essential source of reference for advanced undergraduates and postgraduate
researchers

social theory and social practice is a unique effort at applied social theory hans l zetterberg believes that social
research has now advanced so far that social scientists can give advice without being restricted to new research projects
they can use previously proven theories as the basis for sound practical recommendations this approach has profound
implications in the application of social science to problems in business management labor strife government decision
making in such areas as education health and human welfare it remains a pioneering discourse for practitioners of social
research and social policy zetterberg gives a searching review of the various ways in which social practitioners attempt to
use the accumulated knowledge of social science he proceeds with a compact summary of the knowledge of the academicians of
social science noting that practitioners are often unaware of much useful academic knowledge the process by which this
knowledge is transformed into practical advice is spelled out in detail and is illustrated with examples from an actual
consultation about problems faced by an art museum that wanted to increase its audience chapter 1 identifies the problem
chapter 2 the knowledge of social practitioners outlines practitioners reliance on scientific knowledge chapter 3 the
knowledge of social theorists discusses sociological terms and sociological law chapter 4 the practical use of social
theory through scholarly consultants explores the actual specificity of social theory and its uses while the concluding
chapter examines the uses of consultants covering some prerequisites for the successful use of applied science the book
rejects the widespread view that in order to put social science to use we have to popularize its content zetterberg s
approach is rather to translate a client s problem into a powerful theoretical statement the solution to which is
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calculated and then presented to the client as down to earth advice this volume will be of immediate interest to scholars
in the field of social theory to consultants and practitioners who give advice on social problems and policy decisions and
to executives who use advice from social scientists hans l zetterberg was the founding director of the city university of
stockholm earlier he served as a consulting sociologist in new york city and a professor of sociology at columbia
university and then at ohio state university he is the author of on theory and verification in sociology sexual life in
sweden and before and beyond the welfare state he has been the subject of a festschrift published by transaction in 1999

the advancement of social theory requires an analytical approach that systematically seeks to explicate the social
mechanisms that generate and explain observed associations between events these essays written by prominent social
scientists advance criticisms of current trends in social theory and suggest alternative approaches the mechanism approach
calls attention to an intermediary level of analysis in between pure description and story telling on the one hand and
grand theorizing and universal social laws on the other for social theory to be of use for the working social scientist it
must attain a high level of precision and provide a toolbox from which middle range theories can be constructed

the second edition of classical and contemporary social theory provides wraparound coverage of the classical social
theorists and influential sociological schools of thought in the contemporary period explained carefully and clearly
throughout tim delaney reviews the key concepts and contributions from brilliant classical social thinkers and recent
sociological thought spanning over 500 years of source material he weaves together profiles of leading theorists thorough
descriptions of major academic and intellectual perspectives and discussion of prevailing themes of interest that have
concerned theorists and sociologists throughout time and will likely continue to do so in the future the book emphasizes
methods of investigation and application in its overview of the field by challenging readers to think about problems
critically and in relation to key sociological theories and to also apply their sociological understanding to real everyday
events in this new edition delaney revisits the classical period and highlights the special contributions of american
social theorists and their impact on the diversity of thought leading into the contemporary era he attends to later schools
of thought and weaves in important updates related to critical race theory and globalization with updated context and
further applications the second edition of classical and contemporary social theory is a perfect addition to combined
courses in social theory

provides an introduction to the core issues in social theory this book will be useful reading for students in sociology
social psychology social theory political theory and organization studies

roger sibeon s distinctive new book forms part of a movement towards what many others have referred to as the return to
sociological theory and method offering both description and critique of contemporary theoretical and illustrative
empirical materials the goal of this book is a renewal of sociology and social theory that will facilitate worthwhile
social knowledge that contributes to an understanding of the practical problems of making sense of social theory
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first published in 1986 for this new edition of social theory and the urban question peter saunders has updated the text to
take account of major theoretical developments in the 1980s and has also considerably developed his own approach three
chapters have been completely rewritten and others have been appropriately revised the revisions ensure that social theory
and the urban question will retain its position as a major textbook in urban sociology and an important contribution to the
development of urban social theory the book begins with a review of the ways in which weber durkheim marx and engels
approached the analysis of the city it goes on to consider the four major theoretical approaches which have been developed
in twentieth century urban sociology those of human ecology cultural theories neo weberianism and neo marxism recent
innovations and new directions arising out of the work of contemporary writers such as castells pahl harvey and giddens are
discussed and evaluated and the book concludes by identifying a new sociology of consumption which may now be emerging in
the urban studies literature

this book examines the question of how our knowledge of social life affects and ought to affect our way of living it in so
doing it critically discusses two epistemological models of social science the positivist and the interpretive from the
viewpoint of the political theories which it is argued are implicit in these models moreover it proposes a third model the
critical which is organised around an explicit account of the relation between social theory and practical life the book
has the special merit of being a good overview of the principal current ideas about the relation between social theory and
political practice as well as an attempt at providing a new and more satisfactory account of this relationship to
accomplish this task it synthesises work from the analytic philosophy of social science with that of the neo marxism of the
frankfurt school

examining the core sociological theories that have emerged in the first two decades of the current century a critical
introduction to contemporary social theory outlines their attempts to answer the most fundamental questions of the
discipline from the nature of social order to the mechanisms of social change through a careful exploration of the history
of modern social theory piotr sztompka lays the critical groundwork for investigating the development of contemporary
social theory from its founding fathers in the 19th century through the rich contributions of the 20th century known as the
golden age of theory up to the most recent developments and illuminates how it is both anchored in and a critique of
previous attempts to theorize foundational questions to social being and action contemporary theory the book argues is now
moving toward analysis of action interpersonal relations social and epistemological realism and multivalent mechanisms at
the root of social phenomenon major social theoretical thinkers like anthony giddens pierre bourdieu jeffrey alexander
randall collins jonathan turner hans joas ulrich beck erving goffman and others are presented and evaluated as significant
contributors to contemporary social theory while pointing toward future possibilities for social theory in the current
century this will be a key resource for undergraduate and graduate students in sociology social theory and contemporary
cultural studies

for nearly a quarter century charles lemert has shared his love of social theory and the questions it explores in this
collection of readings with 140 selections that begin in the nineteenth century and end in 2015 social theory charts the
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long arc of the development of the field this edition retains classic texts by karl marx emile durkheim max weber and w e b
du bois and writings of major contemporary figures like audre lorde and patricia hill collins while adding pieces from
harriet martineau friedrich nietzsche kimberlé williams crenshaw thomas piketty and ta nehisi coates among others revised
and updated with a new section exploring social theory at the limits of the social lemert s social theory remains essential
reading

foundations of social theory a critical introduction accessibly introduces students to classical and contemporary social
theory exploring the foundational theories which shape the discipline while also engaging critically with their
contribution and presenting the more progressive and contemporary theorists in dialogue with canonical figures social
theory is introduced as the construction and connection of concepts which make social inquiry possible while appreciating
that the study of society is never truly objective the relationship between positionality politics research and knowledge
production is discussed and ideas from critical theorists feminist theorists and decolonial and critical race theorists are
foregrounded travelling chronologically and thematically from the birth of the discipline and the work of marx weber and
durkheim through to intersectionality queer theory and decolonial and postcolonial theory this book gives students a strong
foundation in the broad field of social theory while also encouraging them to think critically about the theories and
theorists presented equipped with end of chapter questions and further reading this book will be essential reading for any
student studying social theory for the first time

the revised edition of this widely acclaimed textbook provides a clear accessible and comprehensive introduction to modern
social theory as with the first edition the book is based around the themes of structure and action after the introductory
chapters which examine the nature of theory and its role in the social world the book then turns to theories of action and
the inability of those theories to comprehend social structures in a coherent way part 1 covers parson s structural
functionalism and the development of conlict theory and neofunctionalism rational choice theory symbolic interactionism
ethnomethodology and structuration theory part 2 looks at structuralism structuralist marxism and the development of post
structuralist and postmodernist theory part 3 examines critical theory and the work of jurgen habermas in conclusion ian
craib discusses current trends in theory and what might be expected in the future this second edition has been revised
throughout there are new chapters on rational choice theory and structuration theory and existing chapters have been
extended to deal with the development of neofunctionalism postmodernism and the recent works of habermas as well as recent
developments in other approaches throughout the aim of the book is to demystify a diffcult subject area emphasising the
practical and everyday nature of theoretical thinking in the context of making sense of a rapidly changing world the late
ian craib was lecturer in sociology at the university of essex

aimed at first year undergraduates studying sociology and related disciplines this introductory level textbook presents key
ideas and concepts in social theory and an account of their intellectual background

professor john rex was one of britain s most eminent sociologists and a teacher of a whole generation of sociology students
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in this book he presents a stimulating introduction to the major issues of sociological theory and gives an account of the
perspective which has informed his thinking and writing he deals with the objectives of sociological investigation the
methods it uses and how in these respects it resembles or differs from natural science and history he goes on to discuss
the work of weber durkheim marx engels mills and other important theorists and concludes with a convincing demonstration of
the continuing relevance of the weberian tradition to the study of sociology

in this book anthony giddens addresses a range of issues concerning current developments in social theory relating them to
the prospects for sociology in the closing decades of the twentieth century composed of closely integrated papers all
written over the past few years the book includes seven essays not previously published plus two have not appeared in
english before in assessing the likely future evolution of sociology in particular and the social sciences in general the
author both draws upon ideas established in his more abstract theoretical writings and examines critically competing
traditions of thought those looking for an accessible introduction to gidden s writing will find in this book a set of
clear expositions of his basic ideas by situating these ideas in relation to the critical assessment of the views of others
however the author provides new sources of insight into the distinctiveness of his own claims
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