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most people agree that every child deserves an equal chance to flourish most also value

family life yet the family plays a surprisingly crucial part in maintaining inequality

from one generation to the next the children of disadvantaged parents typically achieve

less and die younger early in their school careers even the most able among them fall

behind their better off peers they are then 8 times less likely to attend a top university

in the uk as in other rich countries the playing field is anything but level this book

explores how seemingly mundane aspects of family life from the right to inherit income

to the reading of bedtime stories raise fundamental questions of social justice taking

fairness seriously it argues means rethinking what equality of opportunity means

contemporary democracies vary greatly in how much income inequality they tolerate

some like the united states and the united kingdom have seen high and rising levels for

decades  while  others  such  as  the  nordic  countries  are  much  more  equal  this
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comprehensive text draws on a wealth of cutting edge theories and empirical data to

examine the political and economic causes and consequences of income inequality

around the globe it is organized around a set of key questions including is there

something morally wrong with inequality is  inequality good or bad for economic

growth how does inequality affect political participation and engagement who decides

in the politics of inequality systematic and accessible this is the perfect book for

students with an interest in the connections between politics and inequality

like past editions this ninth edition of social inequality forms causes and consequences

is a user friendly introduction to the study of social inequality this book conveys the

pervasiveness  and extensiveness  of  social  inequality in the united states  within a

comparative context to show how inequality occurs how it affects all of us and what is

being  done  about  it  this  edition  benefits  from a  variety  of  changes  that  have

significantly strengthened the text the authors pay increased attention to disability

transgender issues intersectionality experiences of muslims hispanic populations and

immigration the 9th edition also includes content on the fall out from the recession

across various groups the sections on global inequalities have been greatly updated

emphasizing comparative inequalities and the impact of the process of globalization on

inequality internationally the authors have also added material on several current social

movements including occupy wall street black lives matter and marriage equality

this edited book presents some unexplored issues of economic inequality including case

studies of  various countries inequality is  a chronic and divisive factor of  society

inequality exists as an integral attribute of human development communities nations

and systems are not evolving at the same speed and rate and thus require different

resources in different amounts however the distribution of winnings is also uneven due

to the multidimensionality of influencing factors when we talk about inequality it is not

just inequality of income or wealth it is first inequality in access to priorities and

human needs  to  shelter  to  clean  water  air  health  care  and also  to  appropriate

vaccination systems and assistance security systems and safety guarantees for the future

past financial crises and the current pandemic shock has revealed bugs in the system

shaking it and changing our perception of the norms we may have no doubts that

inequality is an unsolved problem but now we need to find out is it unbeatable there

is still lack of knowledge around how inequality has been grounded throughout human

civilization why society is stratified and classified economically politically socially and

religiously and why the discrimination due to gender sexual orientation country of

origin  language  differences  immigration  status  caste  race  and ethnicity  this  book

addresses these issues in a holistic way as well as including case studies of various

countries it tries to find out why inequality has been unbeatable and what would be

the best policies to overcome this challenge

this edited book presents some unexplored issues of economic inequality including case

studies of  various countries inequality is  a chronic and divisive factor of  society

inequality exists as an integral attribute of human development communities nations
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resources in different amounts however the distribution of winnings is also uneven due

to the multidimensionality of influencing factors when we talk about inequality it is not
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just inequality of income or wealth it is first inequality in access to priorities and

human needs  to  shelter  to  clean  water  air  health  care  and also  to  appropriate

vaccination systems and assistance security systems and safety guarantees for the future

past financial crises and the current pandemic shock has revealed bugs in the system

shaking it and changing our perception of the norms we may have no doubts that

inequality is an unsolved problem but now we need to find out is it unbeatable there

is still lack of knowledge around how inequality has been grounded throughout human

civilization why society is stratified and classified economically politically socially and

religiously and why the discrimination due to gender sexual orientation country of

origin  language  differences  immigration  status  caste  race  and ethnicity  this  book

addresses these issues in a holistic way as well as including case studies of various

countries it tries to find out why inequality has been unbeatable and what would be

the best policies to overcome this challenge

over the past thirty years the issue of economic inequality has emerged from the

backwaters of economics to claim center stage in the political discourse of america and

beyond a change prompted by a troubling fact numerous measures of income inequality

especially in the united states in the last quarter of the twentieth century have risen

sharply in recent years even so many people remain confused about what exactly

politicians and media persons mean when they discuss inequality what does economic

inequality mean how is it measured why should we care why did inequality rise in the

united states is rising inequality an inevitable feature of capitalism what should we do

about it inequality what everyone needs to know takes up these questions and more in

plain and clear language bringing to life one of the great economic and political

debates of our age inequality expert james k galbraith has compiled the latest economic

research on inequality and explains his findings in a way that everyone can understand

he offers a comprehensive introduction to the study of economic inequality including its

philosophical and theoretical origins the variety of concepts in wide use empirical

measures and their advantages and disadvantages competing modern theories of the

causes and effects of rising inequality in the united states and worldwide and a range

of policy measures the topic of economic inequality is going to become only more

important as we approach the 2016 presidential elections this latest addition to the

popular what everyone needs to know series from oxford university press will tell you

everything you need to know to make informed opinions on this significant issue

a timely examination by a leading scientist of the physical psychological and moral

effects of inequality today s inequality is on a scale that none of us has seen in our

lifetimes yet this disparity between rich and poor has ramifications that extend far

beyond mere financial means in the broken ladder psychologist keith payne examines

how inequality divides us not just economically but has profound consequences for how

we think how our cardiovascular systems respond to stress how our immune systems

function  and how we view moral  ideas  like  justice  and fairness  experiments  in

psychology neuroscience and behavioral economics have not only revealed important

new insights on how inequality changes people in predictable ways but have provided

a corrective to our flawed way of viewing poverty as the result of individual character

failings among modern developed societies economic inequality is not primarily about

money but rather about relative status where we stand in relation to other people
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regardless of their average income countries or states with greater levels of income

inequality have much higher rates of all the social problems we associate with poverty

including lower average life expectancies serious health issues mental illness and crime

the broken ladder explores such issues as why women in poor societies often have

more children and have them younger why there is little trust among the working class

that investing for the future will pay off why people s perception of their relative

social status affects their political beliefs and why growing inequality leads to greater

political divisions how poverty raises stress levels in the same way as a physical threat

inequality in the workplace and how it affects performance why unequal societies

become more religious and finally offers measures people can take to lessen the harm

done by inequality in their own lives and the lives of their children

what is the state of social inequality today how can you situate yourself in the debates

this is an essential book that not only introduces you to the key areas definitions and

debates within the field but also gives you the opportunity to reflect upon the roots of

inequality and to critically analyse power relations today with international examples

and a clear interdisciplinary approach throughout the book encourages you to look at

social inequality as a complex social phenomenon that needs to be understood in a

global  context  this  book looks  at  social  divisions  across  societies  explores  global

processes  and changes that  are affecting inequalities  discusses  social  inequality in

relation to class gender and race examines current social policy approaches to explore

how these relate to inequality reflects upon the potential solutions to inequalities this

engaging and accessible introduction to social inequality is an invaluable resource for

students across the social sciences louise warwick booth is senior lecturer in health

policy at leeds metropolitan university uk

part of the new approaches to sociology series social inequalities is a relevant and

valuable exploration of how we see the world through a decolonised lens aimed at

undergraduate and postgraduate students of sociology this textbook offers a critical re

reading of traditional approaches to understanding social inequalities and responds to

the call  from university  administrations academics  and students  to decolonise  the

curriculum and challenge its lack of diversity it presents an intersectional approach to

understanding diversity and social inequalities and in so doing allows for alternative

knowledge sources and voices to be heard from looking at social groups such as race

age sexuality  and class  alongside  a  nuanced evaluation of  traditional  sociological

theories such as marxism functionalism and feminism this book is an expert guide to

the debates central to understanding the challenges individuals face in society including

personal stories and case studies students will be exposed to an authentic and real

world view of how individuals have encountered discrimination social inequalities is an

essential  resource  for  anyone  working  and  studying  across  sociology  and  anyone

interested in challenging established ways of looking at the world professor anya ahmed

dr deirdre duffy and dr lorna chesterton work in the faculty of health and education at

manchester metropolitan university uk

how s life charts the promises and pitfalls for people s well being in 35 oecd countries

and 6 partner countries it presents the latest evidence from 50 indicators covering both

current well being outcomes and resources for future well being and including changes
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since 2005

the gap between the richest and poorest americans has grown steadily over the last

thirty years  and economic inequality  is  on the rise  in many other  industrialized

democracies as well but the magnitude and pace of the increase differs dramatically

across nations a country s political system and its institutions play a critical role in

determining levels of inequality in a society democracy inequality and representation

argues that  the reverse is  also true inequality  itself  shapes political  systems and

institutions  in  powerful  and  often  overlooked  ways  in  democracy  inequality  and

representation distinguished political scientists and economists use a set of international

databases to examine the political causes and consequences of income inequality the

volume opens with an examination of how differing systems of political representation

contribute to cross national variations in levels of inequality torben iverson and david

soskice calculate that taxes and income transfers help reduce the poverty rate in

sweden by over 80 percent while the comparable figure for the united states is only 13

percent  noting  that  traditional  economic  models  fail  to  account  for  this  striking

discrepancy the authors show how variations in electoral systems lead to very different

outcomes but political  causes of disparity are only one part of the equation the

contributors  also  examine  how  inequality  shapes  the  democratic  process  pablo

beramendi and christopher anderson show how disparity mutes political voices at the

individual level citizens with the lowest incomes are the least likely to vote while high

levels of inequality in a society result in diminished electoral participation overall

thomas cusack iverson and philipp rehm demonstrate that uncertainty in the economy

changes voters attitudes the mere risk of losing one s job generates increased popular

demand for income support policies almost as much as actual unemployment does

ronald rogowski and duncan mcrae illustrate how changes in levels of inequality can

drive reforms in political institutions themselves increased demand for female labor

participation during world war ii led to greater equality between men and women

which in turn encouraged many european countries to extend voting rights to women

for the first time the contributors to this important new volume skillfully disentangle a

series of complex relationships between economics and politics to show how inequality

both shapes and is shaped by policy democracy inequality and representation provides

deeply nuanced insight into why some democracies are able to curtail inequality while

others continue to witness a division that grows ever deeper

a pioneering book that takes us beyond economic debate to show how inequality is

returning us to a past dominated by empires dynastic elites and ethnic divisions the

economic facts of inequality are clear the rich have been pulling away from the rest of

us for years and the super rich have been pulling away from the rich more and more

assets are concentrated in fewer and fewer hands mainstream economists say we need

not worry what matters is growth not distribution in the return of inequality acclaimed

sociologist mike savage pushes back explaining inequalityÕs profound deleterious effects

on the shape of societies savage shows how economic inequality aggravates cultural

social and political conflicts challenging the coherence of liberal democratic nation

states put simply severe inequality returns us to the past by fracturing social bonds and

harnessing the democratic process to the strategies of a resurgent aristocracy of the

wealthy inequality  revives  political  conditions we thought we had moved beyond
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empires and dynastic elites explosive ethnic division and metropolitan dominance that

consigns all but a few cities to irrelevance inequality in short threatens to return us to

the very history we have been trying to escape since the age of revolution westerners

have been slow to appreciate that inequality undermines the very foundations of liberal

democracy faith in progress and trust in the political communityÕs concern for all its

members savage guides us through the ideas of leading theorists of inequality including

marx bourdieu and piketty revealing how inequality reimposes the burdens of the past

at once analytically rigorous and passionately argued the return of inequality is a vital

addition to one of our most important public debates

the  eleventh  edition  of  social  inequality  forms  causes  and  consequences  is  an

introduction to the study of social inequality fully updated statistics and examples

convey the pervasiveness and extent of social inequality in the united states the authors

use an intersectional perspective to show how inequality occurs how it affects all of us

and what is being done about it with more resources and supplementary examples

exercises  and  applications  embedded  throughout  to  aid  students  learning  and

visualization of important concepts the book provides a rich theoretical treatment to

address the current state of inequality in line with current affairs the authors have

expanded the content to include an intersectional approach throughout the chapters a

stronger emphasis on the connections between poverty wealth and income inequality

new case studies on the opioid epidemic covid 19 the lead poisoning crisis and climate

change a new focus on the rise of right wing movements with additional content and

classroom extensions available online for instructors social inequality remains an ideal

and invaluable overview of the subject and provides undergraduate students with a

robust understanding of social inequality from a sociological perspective

a powerful and provocative inquiry into the relationship between societies inequality

and their citizens health happiness and well being lisa berkman harvard school of

public health comparing the united states with other market democracies and one

american state with another this book presents irrefutable evidence that inequality is a

driver of poor health social conflict and violence pioneering social scientist richard

wilkinson addresses the growing feeling so common in the united states that modern

societies despite their material success are social failures the impact of inequality

explains why inequality has such devastating effects on the quality and length of our

lives wilkinson shows that inequality leads to stress which in turn creates sickness on

the individual and mass level as a consequence society suffers widespread unhappiness

and high levels of violence depression and mistrust across the social spectrum with

persuasive evidence and fascinating analysis the diagnosis is clear social and political

equality are essential to improving life for everyone wilkinson argues that even small

reductions in inequality can make an important difference for as this book explains

social relations are always built on material foundations this new book a wonderful

work of synthesis brings insight into how conditions of society impact on people s daily

lives it is a stimulating and exciting book sir michael marmot author of the status

syndrome

the book economic inequality trends traps and trade offs presents the unexplored issues

of  economic inequality including case studies  of  various countries  inequality is  a
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chronic divisive factor of society it is well known that inequalities such as economic

social  cultural religious geographical etc have been omnipresent in human society

inequalities can be found within each family each community and each nation and thus

globally inequality is a major cause of political economic social instability and creates

crisis and conflict within society a major cause of inequality is unequal uneven biased

power centric distributions of human economic social political cultural and spiritual

human  necessities  the  edited  book  examines  the  major  parameters  of  the  socio

economic issues of inequality and focuses on the key economic issues of inequality

namely income and wealth distribution equity equality of outcome and equality of

opportunities  economic inequality is  measured by wealth income dsiproportions in

distribution and consumption patterns in a specific area mostly inequality is measured

using various statistical tools including the gini coefficient inequality adjusted human

development index 20 20 ratio palma ratio hoover index galt score coefficient of

variation theil index wage share etc however not all income can be measured by these

tools by using case studies this book encourages us to reframe economic development

through the lens of growing inequalities and disparities economic growth per se is

disproportional and the efforts of scholars practitioners and policymakers should be

directed to empower the marginalized of society in a way that no one should left

behind un slogan

for courses in economics of poverty and discrimination welfare politics and policy social

problems and sociology of poverty in the departments of economics sociology urban

studies education and social work as the leading college text in the field for over

twenty  years  this  book  has  been  distinguished  by  its  relevant  coverage  tight

organization multidisciplinary perspective and timeliness the ninth edition preserves

these qualities while incorporating new reference material

inequalities in incomes and wealth have increased in advanced countries making our

economies less dynamic our societies more unjust and our political processes less

democratic as a result  reducing inequalities is  now a major economic social  and

political challenge this book provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of the

economics of inequality until  recently economic inequality has been the object of

limited research efforts attracting only modest attention in the political arena despite

important advances in the knowledge of its dimensions a convincing understanding of

the mechanisms at its roots is still lacking this book summarizes the topic and provides

an interpretation of the mechanisms responsible for increased disparities building on

this analysis the book argues for an integrated set of policies addressing the roots of

inequalities in incomes and wealth explaining inequality will be of interest to students

researchers and practitioners concerned with inequality economic and public policy and

political economy
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