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Andrew Langley

following his great trilogy of biographies of the giants who dominated the history of the
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soviet union stalin 1991 lenin 1994 and trotsky 1996 dmitri volkogonov delves deeper into

the soviet archives to produce new character evaluations and political assessments of the

seven leaders who ruled the soviet union from 1917 to 1991 a former general in the soviet

army s propaganda department director of the institute for military history and defence

adviser to president yeltsin from 1991 to his death from cancer in december 1995 dmitri

volkogonov had unrivalled access to soviet military archives communist party documents

and secret presidential files basing his new book on these inside sources he has continued

his pioneering work of revealing the truth behind the activities of the world s most secretive

political leaders he throws new light on lenin s paranoia about foreigners in russia his

creation of a privileged system for top party members stalin s repression of the nationalities

and his singular conduct of foreign policy the origins and conduct of the korean war

khrushchev s relationship with the odious secret service chief beria brezhnev s vanity and

stupidity the afghan war poland and solidarity soviet bureaucracy gorbachev s leninism and

role in history

the demise of any empire provides an occasion for fresh examination of longaccepted

truths about its history and its intrinsic nature what set this particular empire apart from

others why did it develop in the way that it did could events have taken a different path

what legacies has the empire left to its heirs in this volume eminent scholars reflect on the

unique and central features of the soviet empire during its period of consolidation in europe

and speculate on the long term effects of its collapse they reconsider subjects that have

absorbed adam ulam s attention in his own work the ideologies of central planning of

totalitarianism and state terror at home and of intervention abroad and explore their impact

on the people who lived under soviet power at its apogee they also analyze the unraveling

of the system on the domestic scene in elite and grassroots politics and in the international

arena concluding chapters focus on the configuration of new domestic and foreign policies

and on prospects for security and cooperation in the region

for more than 80 years the soviet empire cast an ever lengthening shadow across the face

of the world lenin s ruthless legacy consumed eastern europe and toppled governments on

virtually every continent yet at the moment when the empire appeared to have reached its

zenith it collapsed like a house of cards brian crozier s definitive history of the soviet

empire is a chilling account of an ideology that haunted our century henry kissinger in this
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seminal work the eminent british writer and historian brian crozier tells the brutal history of

the soviet empire its birth life and sudden death the book begins at the beginning in 1917

when the oversized dreams of lenin and the happenstance of events conspired to change

the course of  history in meticulous detail  crozier  follows the soviet  conquests across

europe and into asia africa and the western hemisphere he uses recently declassified

information from soviet archives to add texture and depth to familiar parts of the story the

betrayal at yalta the terror of stalin the tragedy of hungary the split with china the false

hope of prague spring the rise of castro the invasion of afghanistan and the crumbling of

the berlin wall revealed along the way is the dark underside of a regime whose march

toward supremacy resulted in the loss of tens of millions of lives the book concludes with

reflections on the extraordinary disintegration of lenin s utopia and the seemingly endless

chaos left in its wake provocative comprehensive and majestic in scope the rise and fall of

the soviet empire is the definitive account of history s most turbulent days

in 1991 the soviet empire collapsed at a stroke throwing the certainties of the cold war

world into flux yet despite the dramatic end of this last empire the idea of empire is still

alive and well its language and concepts feeding into public debate and academic research

bringing together a multidisciplinary and international group of authors to study soviet

society and culture through the categories empire and space this collection demonstrates

the enduring legacy of empire with regard to russia whose history has been marked by a

particularly close and ambiguous relationship between nation and empire building and

between national and imperial identities parallel with this discussion of empire the volume

also highlights the centrality of geographical space and spatial imaginings in russian and

soviet intellectual traditions and social practices underlining how russia s vast geographical

dimensions have profoundly informed russia s state and nation building both in practice

and  concept  combining  concepts  of  space  and  empire  the  collection  offers  a

reconsideration of soviet imperial legacy by studying its cultural and societal underpinnings

from previously unexplored perspectives in so doing it provides a reconceptualization of the

theoretical and methodological foundations of contemporary imperial and spatial studies

through the example of the experience provided by soviet society and culture

an examination of the history of the soviet union from 1917 through the early 1990 s

traces the decline and collapse of the soviet union drawing on once secret soviet archives
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and interviews with key figures to provide a definitive account of forty years of russian

history

this is the first work to set one of the great bloodless revolutions of the twentieth century in

its  proper  historical  context  john dunlop pays particular  attention to  yeltsin  s  role  in

opposing the covert resurgence of communist interests in post coup russia and faces the

possibility that new institutions may not survive long enough to sink roots in a traditionally

undemocratic culture

discusses how the forces of nationalism led to the collapse of the soviet communist system

between 1985 and 1991 the soviet union was shaken to its core by a series of remarkable

social and political developments throughout the period the eminent sovietologist vladimir

shlapentokh monitored the revolution and recorded his impressions in a series of essays

which  were  published  in  major  north  american  newspapers  and  periodicals  here

shlapentokh collects  these snapshots of  current  events that  detail  the progression of

perestroika and glasnost the essays and accompanying narrative form a kind of political

diary reflecting not only the facts of history but the author s perspective as a soviet

western observer each chapter focuses on a single year the snapshots from that year are

woven together with narrative describing the year s most important milestones including

events in moscow results of new polls new social trends and revelations in the soviet mass

media surprisingly shlapentokh concludes that perestroika was not inevitable and that the

soviet union was not as many scholars assert doomed to collapse the author s unusual

perspective is preserved throughout the book since none of the essays including those that

predicted future events have been altered to more closely approximate events that actually

took place recommended for scholars of sociology political science and soviet history

papers presenting outcome of initial discussions of two year research project set up by

international institute for global peace in tokyo and royal institute of international affairs in

london focusing on former soviet union and multi dimensional consequences of its collapse

for security of its eastern and western neighbours examines changes within fsu relations of

fsu with outside world and impact of collapse on perceptions of security in europe and far

east

traces the causes and consequences of the revolutions which transformed the russian
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empire into the communist soviet union stalin lenin krushev

sovjetiske indflydelsessfærer syntes at have gennemgået forandringer og forfatteren mente

at stalins rige var ved at gå i stykker

chronicles events leading to end of soviet union through lives of ordinary people living in

various cities of ussr includes chapter on yakutsk with descriptions of its buildings and

historical origins

a chance to read about the fall of the soviet empire told through the eyes of the last

surviving high ranking member of the soviet government dr vladimir shcherbakov the last

chairman of the ussr state planning committee tells his account of the historic last days of

the soviet union after a 68 year of global dominance and the 45 year long cold war this is

a rare opportunity to take a close behind the curtains look at the historical event that

changed the global dynamics for the 21st century

a small non slavic nation located far from the soviet capital georgia was more closely

linked with the ottoman and persian empires than with russia for most of its history one of

over one hundred officially classified soviet nationalities georgians represented less than 2

of the soviet population yet they constituted an extraordinarily successful and powerful

minority familiar strangers aims to explain how georgians gained widespread prominence in

the soviet union yet remained a distinctive national community through the history of a

remarkably successful group of ethnic outsiders at the heart of soviet empire erik r scott

reinterprets the course of modern russian and soviet history scott contests the portrayal of

the soviet union as a russian led empire composed of separate national republics and

instead argues that it was an empire of diasporas forged through the mixing of a diverse

array of nationalities behind external soviet borders internal diasporas from the soviet

republics migrated throughout the socialist empire leaving their mark on its politics culture

and  economics  arguably  the  most  prominent  diasporic  group  georgians  were  the

revolutionaries who accompanied stalin in his rise to power and helped build the socialist

state culinary specialists who contributed dishes and rituals that defined soviet dining

habits  cultural  entrepreneurs  who perfected a  flamboyant  repertoire  that  spoke for  a

multiethnic  society  on  stage  and  screen  traders  who  thrived  in  the  soviet  union  s

burgeoning informal economy and intellectuals who ultimately called into question the
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legitimacy of soviet power looking at the rise and fall of the soviet union from a georgian

perspective  familiar  strangers  offers  a  new way  of  thinking  about  the  experience  of

minorities in multiethnic states with implications far beyond the imperial borders of russia

and eurasia

perspectives on the strategies of imperial rule pursued by rulers officials scholars and

subjects  of  the russian empire  this  book explores the connections between russia  s

expansion over vast territories occupied by people of many ethnicities religions and political

experiences and the evolution of imperial administration and vision

at midnight on december 31 1991 the flag of the soviet union came down for the last time

signaling the end of soviet power and the end of the communist dream after the russian

revolution of 1917 soviet leaders had aimed to establish communism throughout the world

but early idealism turned to dictatorship fueling the long terrifying stalemate of the cold war

by 1989 the soviet union was tottering unable to control its own inhabitants or compete

with the west its collapse changed global politics forever
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than

ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets.

Among the various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular

choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the cost.
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But what makes these sites so valuable, and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive

into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if

you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without

spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway

around the world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you

have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to

contemporary novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres

and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site

provides a wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of
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free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and

publishers worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-

friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent

resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks

not only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware

that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the

right to distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources,

including textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these

sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for

different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for

everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with

options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial

burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young

adult novels.
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Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with

visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a

comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access

your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can

pick up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.
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Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be

poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring

between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more

seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook

sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly

vital role in learning.
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Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of

books without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages

and interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So

why not explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books

that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an

ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open

Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security

measures. Can I download ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads

in multiple formats, making them compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets,

and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer

audiobooks, which are perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I

support authors if I use free ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their

books when possible, leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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