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catalogues an extensive exhibition held at the royal museums brussels covers the full spectrum of magritte
s work

the first book length material study of the works of belgian surrealist rené magritte rené magritte 1898
1967 is the most famous belgian artist of the twentieth century and a celebrated representative of the
surrealist movement much has been written about his practices artistic community and significance within
the history of modernism but little has been documented regarding his process this volume examines fifty
oil paintings made by magritte between 1921 and 1967 now held at the royal museums of fine arts of
belgium this technical study of his works using noninvasive scientific imaging and chemical analysis
reveals the artist s painting materials his habit of overpainting previous compositions and the origins and
mechanisms of surface and pigment degradation of interest to conservators scientists curators and
enthusiasts of twentieth century art this book expands our understanding of magritte the artist and provides
new and useful findings that will inform strategies for the future care of his works

available for the first time in an english translation this selection of ren magritte s writings gives non
francophone readers the chance to encounter the many incarnations of the renowned belgian painter the



Rene Magritte 1898 1967

2 Rene Magritte 1898 1967

artist the man the aspiring noirist the fire breathing theorist in his own words through whimsical personal
letters biting apologia appreciations of fellow artists pugnacious interviews farcical film scripts prose
poems manifestos and much more a new magritte emerges part surrealist part literalist part celebrity part
rascal while this book is sure to appeal to admirers of magritte s art and those who are curious about his
personal life there is also much to delight readers interested in the history and theory of art philosophy and
politics as well as lovers of creativity and the inner workings of a probing inquisitive mind unrestricted by
genre medium or fashion

the first major biography of the pathbreaking perpetually influential surrealist artist and iconoclast whose
inspiration can be seen in everyone from jasper johns to beyoncé by the celebrated biographer of cézanne
and braque in this thought provoking life of rené magritte 1898 1967 alex danchev makes a compelling
case for magritte as the single most significant purveyor of images to the modern world magritte s surreal
sensibility deadpan melodrama and fine tuned outrageousness have become an inescapable part of our
visual landscape through such legendary works as the treachery of images ceci n est pas une pipe and his
celebrated iterations of man in a bowler hat danchev explores the path of this highly unconventional artist
from his middle class belgian beginnings to the years during which he led a small brilliant band of
surrealists and famously clashed with andré breton to his first major retrospective which traveled to the
united states in 1965 and gave rise to his international reputation using 50 color images and more than 160
black and white illustrations danchev delves deeply into magritte s artistic development and the profound
questions he raised in his work about the very nature of authenticity this is a vital biography for our time
that plumbs the mystery of an iconoclast whose influence can be seen in everyone from jasper johns to
beyoncé

long thought of as the neglected stepchild of painting the art of drawing has recently begun to enjoy a
place in the sun with major museums around the world from the met to the uffizi mounting exhibitions
focused on the art of draughtsmanship drawing is receiving more critical and academic attention than ever
before this captivating text gives readers a sweeping analysis of the history of drawing from renaissance
greats like leonardo da vinci and michelangelo to modernist masters like m c escher pablo picasso and
everyone in between

for rené magritte painting was a form of thinking through paintings of ordinary objects rendered with
illusionism magritte probed the limits of our perception what we see and cannot see the nature of
representation as a philosophical system for presenting ideas and explored perspective as a method of
visual argumentation this book makes the claim that magritte s painting is about vision and the act of
viewing of perception itself and the process of how we see and experience things in the world including
paintings as things
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