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descartes interpretation of being and truth first creates the precondition for the
possibility  of  a  theory of  knowledge or metaphysics of  knowledge only through
descartes realism is enabled to prove the reality of the external world and to save
that  which  exists  in  itself  heidegger  the  time  of  the  world  image  a  modern
translation of descartes famous work meditations on first philosophy this edition
contains a timeline of descartes life and works a glossary of cartesian terminology
and  afterword  by  the  translator  that  explains  the  significance  of  descartes
contributions  to  modern  philosophy  and  science  particularly  his  method  of
skepticism and rationalism this scholarly apparatus nests this work into descartes
larger body of work and the place of his philosophy into the broader history of
western ideology descartes focus on clear logical  reasoning is a hallmark of his
philosophy and his influence on fields such as mathematics and physics is profound
with his  work laying the foundation for  later  scientific  advances rené descartes
meditations on first philosophy 1641 is one of the most influential works in western
philosophy in this text descartes seeks to establish a foundation for knowledge that
is free from doubt beginning with the method of radical skepticism his goal is to
discover what can be known with absolute certainty the meditations consist of six
parts each building on the previous one and they explore questions of existence
knowledge  and  the  nature  of  reality  moreover  the  meditations  addressed
fundamental questions about the nature of existence the mind body problem and
the existence of god many of which continue to be relevant in philosophical debates
today descartes work marked a shift away from reliance on tradition and authority
towards  an  emphasis  on  individual  reasoning  critical  inquiry  and  the  scientific
method  in  the  first  meditation  descartes  applies  radical  doubt  questioning  the
reliability of sensory experience mathematical truths and even the existence of the
physical world leaving open the possibility of a powerful deceiver the evil demon in
the second meditation he arrives at the indubitable truth that while everything else
can be doubted the fact that he is thinking cannot leading to his famous conclusion
cogito ergo sum i think therefore i am he then distinguishes the mind as a thinking
non material substance from the body an extended material one introducing the
mind body dualism in the third meditation descartes formulates his argument for the
existence  of  god  positing  that  the  idea  of  a  perfect  infinite  being  must  have
originated from such a being god since he a finite and imperfect being could not
have conceived it  on his own the fourth meditation explores why humans make
errors attributing it to the misuse of free will where judgments are made without
sufficient understanding rather than any flaw in god in the fifth meditation descartes
presents another argument for god s existence the ontological argument asserting
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that the very idea of a perfect being necessarily includes existence finally in the sixth
meditation  he  concludes  that  the  external  world  exists  affirming  the  reality  of
material objects and the body since a non deceptive god would not allow his clear
and  distinct  perceptions  to  be  false  although  sensory  experience  can  still  be
occasionally misleading this systematic method of doubt and reasoning establishes
a secure foundation for scientific and philosophical knowledge

it is some years now since i realized how many false opinions i had accepted as true
from childhood onwards i  saw that at some stage in my life the whole structure
would have to be utterly demolished in descartes s meditations one of the key texts
of western philosophy the thinker rejects all his former beliefs in the quest for new
certainties discovering his own existence as a thinking entity in the very exercise of
doubt he goes on to prove the existence of  god who guarantees his  clear  and
distinct ideas as a means of access to the truth he develops new conceptions of
body and mind capable of serving as foundations for the new science of nature
subsequent philosophy has grappled with descartes s legacy questioning many of its
conclusions and even his basic approach but his arguments set the agenda for many
of  the  greatest  philosophical  thinkers  and  their  fascination  endures  this  new
translation includes the third and fourth objections and replies in full and a selection
from the rest of these exchanges with descartes s contemporaries that helped to
expound his philosophy about the series for over 100 years oxford world s classics
has  made  available  the  widest  range  of  literature  from  around  the  globe  each
affordable volume reflects oxford s commitment to scholarship providing the most
accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features including expert introductions
by leading authorities helpful notes to clarify the text up to date bibliographies for
further study and much more

meditations  on  first  philosophy  rene  descartes  descartes  s  meditations  on  first
philosophy the fundamental  and originating work of  the modern era in  western
philosophy is presented here in donald cress s completely revised edition of his well
established translation bringing this version even closer to descartes s original while
maintaining its clear and accessible style

it is only prudent never to place complete confidence in that by which we have even
once been deceived rené descartes meditations on first philosophy meditations on
first philosophy subtitled in which the existence of god and the immortality of the
soul are demonstrated is a philosophical treatise by rené descartes first published in
1641 in latin the french translation by the duke of luynes with descartes supervision
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was  published  in  1647  as  méditations  métaphysiques  the  original  latin  title  is
meditationes  de  prima  philosophia  in  qua  dei  existentia  et  animæ  immortalitas
demonstratur the title may contain a misreading by the printer mistaking animae
immortalitas for animae immaterialitas as suspected already by a baillet the book is
made up of six meditations in which descartes first discards all belief in things that
are not absolutely certain and then tries to establish what can be known for sure he
wrote the meditations as if he had meditated for six days each meditation refers to
the last one as yesterday in fact descartes began work on the meditations in 1639
one of the most influential philosophical texts ever written it is widely read to this
day the meditations consist of the presentation of descartes metaphysical system in
its most detailed level and in the expanding of descartes philosophical system which
he first introduced in the fourth part of his discourse on method 1637 descartes
metaphysical thought is also found in the principles of philosophy 1644 which the
author intended to be a philosophy guidebook

descartes meditations on first philosophy was published in 1641 designed for the
philosopher and for the theologian it consists of six meditations of the things that
we may doubt of the nature of the human mind of god that he exists of truth and
error of the essence of material things of the existence of material things and of the
real distinction between the mind and the body of man

considered  a  foundational  text  in  modern  philosophy  the  meditations  on  first
philosophy  presents  numerous  powerful  arguments  that  to  this  day  influence
debates in epistemology the philosophy of mind and the philosophy of religion this
new translation incorporates revisions from the second latin edition 1642 and the
later french translation 1647 to make descartes reasoning as lucid and engaging as
possible also included in this edition is a brief introduction to descartes and the
meditations  the  introduction  helps  the  reader  to  understand  the  context  and
purpose of descartes project without over explaining his arguments

in meditations on first philosophy rené descartes embarks on a meticulous journey
of doubt and inquiry seeking foundational truths in a world rife with assumptions
written in a reflective and methodical style the work unfolds over six meditations
offering a paradigm shift that seeks to establish knowledge on indubitable grounds
descartes deftly employs skepticism as a tool famously positing cogito ergo sum i
think therefore i am as the cornerstone of his philosophy the text is set against the
backdrop of the 17th century enlightenment a pivotal era that prioritized reason
scientific inquiry and the critique of traditional belief systems rené descartes often
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hailed  as  the  father  of  modern  philosophy  was  profoundly  influenced  by  the
scientific advancements of his time and the methodological  rigor exemplified in
mathematics his quest for certainty and his conflict with scholasticism led him to
embrace  rationalism  as  a  means  to  strip  away  fallacies  and  elevate  human
understanding  this  work  encapsulates  his  philosophical  legacy  and  reflects  his
broader concerns about the nature of existence and epistemic certainty meditations
on first philosophy is an essential read for anyone interested in the foundations of
modern thought its profound insights into the nature of knowledge and existence
challenge readers to reconsider their own beliefs through a critical lens this text is
not only pivotal for philosophy students but also offers a rich exploration of rational
thought applicable to various disciplines

considered  a  foundational  text  in  modern  philosophy  the  meditations  on  first
philosophy  presents  numerous  powerful  arguments  that  to  this  day  influence
debates in epistemology the philosophy of mind and the philosophy of religion this
new translation incorporates revisions from the second latin edition 1642 and the
later french translation 1647 to make descartes reasoning as lucid and engaging as
possible also included in this edition is a brief introduction to descartes and the
meditations revised and expanded from andrew bailey s acclaimed anthology first
philosophy the introduction helps the reader to understand the context and purpose
of descartes project without over explaining his arguments

descartes meditations is one of the most commonly studied texts in introductory
philosophy courses rather than simply telling the reader what to think meditations
invites  them  to  undertake  a  philosophical  journey  for  themselves  this  book  is
designed to accompany readers on that journey it prepares them for its demands
helps them to engage with each stage of the text and suggests ways through the
more difficult passages brandhorst offers students a fresh approach by bringing to
life the path of self discovery encapsulated in the work and maintaining the focus on
metaphysics readers are guided through the text step by step which encourages
careful reading and presents them with the opportunity to learn to philosophise for
themselves this book engages with what the text says rather than what is said about
the  text  in  order  to  help  readers  discover  or  rediscover  for  themselves  what
meditations has to say

rené descartes is often described as the first modern philosopher but much of the
content of his meditations on first philosophy can be found in the medieval period
that had already existed for more than a thousand years does god exist if so what is
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his nature is the human soul immortal how does it differ from the body what role do
sense experience and pure reason play in knowing descartes stands out from his
predecessors  because  of  the  method  he  developed  to  treat  these  and  other
fundamental questions drawing on his study of mathematics he searches for a way
to  establish  absolutely  certain  conclusions  based  on  indubitable  premises  his
importance in modern philosophy lies in the challenge he offers to every subsequent
thinker in philosophy and science the french philosopher descartes is often called
the father of modern philosophy in the west his discourse on method presents the
reason why his method of inquiry he was the quintessential rationalist subjecting all
sense experience as doubtful  and untrustworthy rather than relying on external
authority whether from other people or from god descartes demands nothing less
than absolute certainty that begins with the self and proceeds step by step with the
rigor  of  logical  and  mathematical  precision  even  though  he  claims  that  he  has
proved the existence of god and explained god s nature even that core tenet must
be established through rigorous logical argument no subsequent philosopher is able
to ignore this bold and challenging foundation for all thinking those who become his
disciples as well as those who reject his way of thinking are all under his spell many
think they have broken that spell only to find that he has shaped them in ways that
are not easy to escape

meditations on first philosophy in which the existence of god and the immortality of
the  soul  are  demonstrated  is  a  philosophical  treatise  by  rené  descartes  first
published in latin in 1641 the french translation was published in 1647 as méditations

this  bilingual  edition of  descartes meditations on first  philosophy is  aimed both
specifically  at  serious  students  and  professors  of  philosophy  and  generally  at
anyone motivated by a strong philosophical interest

meditations on first philosophy in which the existence of god and the immortality of
the  soul  are  demonstrated  rene  descartes  meditations  on  first  philosophy  is  a
philosophical treatise by rene descartes first published in 1641 the book is made up
of six meditations in which descartes first discards all belief in things which are not
absolutely  certain  and  then  tries  to  establish  what  can  be  known  for  sure  the
meditations were written as if he was meditating for 6 days each meditation refers
to the last one as yesterday in fact descartes began work on the meditations in 1639
the meditations consist of the presentation of descartes metaphysical system in its
most detailed level and in the expanding of descartes philosophical system which he
first  introduced  in  the  fourth  part  of  his  discourse  on  method  1637  descartes
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metaphysical thought is also found in the principles of philosophy 1644 which the
author intended to be a philosophy guidebook the motive which induces me to
present to you this treatise is so excellent and when you become acquainted with its
design i am convinced that you will also have so excellent a motive for taking it under
your protection that i feel that i cannot do better in order to render it in some sort
acceptable to you than in a few words to state what i have set myself to do i have
always considered that the two questions respecting god and the soul were the
chief  of  those  that  ought  to  be  demonstrated  by  philosophical  rather  than
theological argument for although it is quite enough for us faithful ones to accept by
means of faith the fact that the human soul does not perish with the body and that
god exists  it  certainly  does not  seem possible  ever  to persuade infidels  of  any
religion indeed we may almost say of any moral virtue unless to begin with we prove
these two facts by means of the natural reason and inasmuch as often in this life
greater rewards are offered for vice than for virtue few people would prefer the right
to the useful were they restrained neither by the fear of god nor the expectation of
another life and although it is absolutely true that we must believe that there is a god
because we are so taught in the holy scriptures and on the other hand that we must
believe the holy scriptures because they come from god the reason of this is that
faith being a gift of god he who gives the grace to cause us to believe other things
can likewise give it to cause us to believe that he exists we nevertheless could not
place this argument before infidels who might accuse us of reasoning in a circle and
in truth i have noticed that you along with all the theologians did not only affirm that
the existence of god may be proved by the natural reason but also that it may be
inferred from the holy scriptures that knowledge about him is much clearer than that
which we have of many created things and as a matter of fact is so easy to acquire
that those who have it not are culpable in their ignorance this indeed appears from
the wisdom of solomon chapter xiii  where it  is  said howbeit  they are not to be
excused for if their understanding was so great that they could discern the world
and the creatures why did they not rather find out the lord thereof and in romans
chapter i it is said that they are without excuse and again in the same place by these
words that which may be known of god is manifest in them it seems as through we
were shown that all  that which can be known of god may be made manifest by
means which are not derived from anywhere but from ourselves and from the simple
consideration of the nature of our minds hence i thought it not beside my purpose to
inquire how this is so and how god may be more easily and certainly known than the
things of the world
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this  bilingual  edition of  descartes meditations on first  philosophy is  aimed both
specifically  at  serious  students  and  professors  of  philosophy  and  generally  at
anyone motivated by a strong philosophical interest

widely regarded as the father of modern western philosophy descartes sought to
look beyond established ideas and create a thought system based on reason in this
profound work he meditates on doubt the human soul god truth and the nature of
existence itself great ideas throughout history some books have changed the world
they have transformed the way we see ourselves and each other they have inspired
debate dissent war and revolution they have enlightened outraged provoked and
comforted they have enriched lives and destroyed them now penguin brings you the
works of the great thinkers pioneers radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook
civilization and helped make us who we are

in descartes s meditations the thinker rejects all his former beliefs in the quest for
new certainties he develops new conceptions of body and mind to create a new
science  of  nature  this  new  translation  includes  a  wide  ranging  accessible
introduction  notes  and  full  selections  from  the  objections  and  replies

meditations on first philosophy in which the existence of god and the immortality of
the  soul  are  demonstrated  is  a  philosophical  treatise  by  rené  descartes  first
published in latin in 1641 the french translation was published in 1647 as méditations

many other matters respecting the attributes of god and my own nature or mind
remain  for  consideration  but  i  shall  possibly  on  another  occasion  resume  the
investigation of these now after first noting what must be done or avoided in order
to arrive at a knowledge of the truth my principal task is to endeavour to emerge
from the state of doubt into which i have these last days fallen and to see whether
nothing certain can be known regarding material things
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