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in recent years a set of radical new approaches to public policy has been developing
these  approaches  drawing  on  discursive  analysis  and  participatory  deliberative
practices have come to challenge the dominant technocratic empiricist models in
policy analysis in his major new book frank fischer brings together this new work for
the  first  time  and  critically  examines  it  in  an  accessible  way  he  describes  the
theoretical methodological and political requirements and implications of the new
post empiricist approach to public policy the volume includes a discussion of the
social  construction  of  policy  problems  the  role  of  interpretation  and  narrative
analysis in policy inquiry the dialectics of  policy argumentation and the uses of
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participatory policy analysis the book will be required reading for anyone studying
researching or formulating public policy

adopting a critical perspective this book explores how the concept of gender equality
is stretched and bent in different ways according to the intervention of policy actors
and assesses the consequences of the processes the policy framing

this open access book provides the first in depth study of the development of federal
gender equality politics and policy in australia from the 1970s to the present day
australia has a history of gender equality innovation including granting women s
suffrage  long  before  equivalent  countries  from  the  1970s  on  it  became  the  first
country to introduce a women s adviser femocrats feminist bureaucrats and gender
responsive budgeting but then fell behind partly due to the influence of anglosphere
neoliberalism however the albanese government has pledged to make australia a
world leader in gender equality again the book situates australia in an international
context assessing the useful though sometimes salutary lessons which the australian
experience provides it engages with key literature including feminist political theory
discursive  framing  analysis  gendered  public  policy  analysis  lbgtiq  issues  path
dependency and gender and leadership it will interest academics undergraduate and
postgraduate  researchers  public  policy  experts  and  practitioners  and  a  broader
readership  interested  in  issues  of  gender  equality  the  book  makes  innovative
contributions to the study of the politics of gender equality policy addressing what a
gender equality policy agenda could look like if the needs of women in all  their
intersectional social diversity were the driving force in doing so it addresses a range
of issues that are impacting the future of women including an ongoing pandemic
technology  education  and  training  agendas  issues  of  sovereign  capability
securitisation climate change and the growth of campaigns that oppose so called
gender ideology it explores how current government agendas such as the focus on
wellbeing could be made even more gender inclusive finally the book suggests that
australia  as  a  multicultural  but  predominantly  western  settler  colonial  society
situated  in  the  asia  pacific  has  some potentially  unique  insights  to  offer  in  a  world
facing major geoeconomic and geopolitical change

integration  and  disintegration  are  the  two  poles  of  the  economic  political  and
security discourse in an area the balkans and southern eastern europe see which
over  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  the  stage  of  dramatic  events  integration  and
disintegration are the two dimensions of an identity problem that many feel the area
can  solve  by  joining  the  european  union  and  diffusing  its  many  conflicts  in  the
peaceful waters of europeanisation however quite apart from the obvious point that
the accession process cannot be taken for granted in relation to many of the new
balkan countries integration into the eu can be argued as having been and still being
a further  catalyst  for  disintegration this  book assesses the extent  to  which the
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integration of the balkans into the eu will either foster or discourage the integration
of the area itself as well as the winners and losers under this process the book
addresses the topic in a multidisciplinary way the contributions are the result of a
fruitful co operation between scholars from the balkans the uk and the us the book
tackles  the  issue  of  the  relation  between  the  eu  and  the  balkans  in  all  its
controversial and contradictory dimensions

this  definitive  handbook  addresses  the  current  lack  of  research  into  european
policymaking and development using an interpretive perspective questioning areas
that mainstream approaches tend to neglect contributors target the ways in which
ideas arguments and discourses shape policies in the institutional context of the eu

some cities manage to mobilize innovation potentials and respond to challenges such
as demographic change and immigration as well as economic restructuring while
others do not this book solves this problem by answering the following question what
are the conditions for the development of local innovation in order to identify these
conditions the book explores case study cities which are perceived as success cases
of local innovation by the respective local community and sometimes also nationally
or internationally the conditions for local innovations are not sought primarily in
economic  social  or  institutional  circumstances  instead this  book focuses  on the
communicative  interactions  by  which  local  actors  develop  locally  embedded
knowledge  or  a  specific  social  imaginary  about  those  circumstances  as  well  as  the
constraints and opportunities deriving from them the authors focus on a comparative
case study of ten cities bensheim frankfurt kassel leipzig and offenbach in germany
and athens chania elefsina kalamata and thessaloniki in greece the book is based on
content analysis  of  policy documents and local  newspapers as well  as in depth
interviews with key local actors this book will be of interest to scholars and students
of political science and policy analysis as well as sociology geography urban studies
and planning it will also interest local politicians and bureaucrats concerned with
achieving innovation in cities

success and failure are key to any consideration of public policy but there have been
remarkably  few  attempts  to  assess  systematically  the  various  dimensions  and
complex nature of policy success this important new text fills the gap by developing
a systematic framework and offering an entirely new way of introducing students to
policy analysis

the editor brings together specialists from critical  discourse analysis and critical
approaches to communications history literature cultural studies media sociology
politics and international relations to discuss the discursive construction of ethnic
national and regional identities
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despite the fact  that  policy is  increasingly led by the mass media social  policy
research has so far focused on variables and quantitative measurement rather than
cultural meanings and moral welfare debates taking a critical examination of social
policy on public housing by way of illustration this book demonstrates how critical
discourse theory can be used in applied research it  shows how the theory and
method of critical discourse analysis can be worked together in an intricate and
accessible way

the goal of this book is to examine some of the major foreign policy debates in the
united kingdom and the united states in the period from 1992 to 2008 from the end
of  the  cold  war  and  the  aftermath  of  the  first  gulf  war  to  the  2008  american
presidential election the first president bush spoke in 1991 of a â oenew world orderâ
â which seemed to mean an american hegemony the united states was now the
worldâ  tm  s  only  superpower  although  a  superpower  afflicted  with  weaknesses
especially economic ones but by 2008 the â oenew world orderâ did not seem so
new or so strongly american the period saw the terrorist attacks against the u s of 11
september 2001 military problems for the superpower in afghanistan and iraq and by
the summer of 2008 near economic collapse in all of these developments britain
shared to  a  lesser  or  a  greater  extent  it  is  hoped that  this  book will  shed an
important light both on each nation and on the so called â oespecial relationshipâ
between the two furthermore this book is also not specifically concerned with policy
or how policy is made but with the debate around policy and the rhetoric used to
present  different  points  of  view  â  oethe  â  special  relationshipâ  tm between  the  us
and britain remains an enigmatic ever changing but still very powerful factor in world
politics  as  an  examination  of  their  foreign  policy  discourses  reveals  from  the
perspective of culture and values few western countries are as different as the united
kingdom and the us with very few exceptions â the foreign policies of gladstone and
tony blair and chruchillian rhetoric unmatched by his supremely realpolitical politics
â british governments abhor talking about values and ideals  the british cultural
peculiarity is to dismiss ideology and values as packaging only to be caught by
surprise time and again that they cannot do â oebusiness with herr hitlerâ or that
people kill each other for their values religions constructed identities and ideologies
most american governments by contrast have had ideological and moral crusades
embroidered on their banners in their foreign policy there is a convergence with
britain when both proclaim that all they are doing is in their self interest but the
americans unashamedly assume that what is good for america is good for the world
while the british discourse with the ukâ tm s decline since 1945 rarely goes that far
as an analysis of their discourses reveals the â special relationshipâ tm is thus clearly
founded  on  something  either  deeper  or  more  superficial  than  shared  culture  or
values this volume sheds light on this surprising fact in most illuminating ways and
lori  maguireâ  tm  s  achievement  in  bringing  together  these  examinations  is
praiseworthy indeed â â prof beatrice heuser university of reading
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is  east  asia heading towards war this  text  makes a case for  a new theoretical
approach called analytical eclecticism by the authors to the study of asian security

female activists around the globe have long used the political opportunities afforded
by constitutional reform to further gender equality and women s participation in
politics  this  timely  and accessible  volume addresses the way in  which changes
introduced by devolved governance in wales have transformed the role of women in
contemporary welsh politics and presented a new phase in the history of welsh
women s activism based on original interviews with participants as well as a range of
secondary  sources  women  politics  and  constitutional  change  examines  the
innovations  background  and  effects  that  have  led  the  new welsh  legislature  to  the
second highest proportion of women representatives in all of europe and the pro
devolution rhetoric of inclusiveness that opened the way

the concept of recognition and its relationship to the way we theorise identity and
justice has emerged as part of an important debate in contemporary political and
social theory with contributions from nancy fraser and international commentators
this new collection examines key theoretical and practical problems of â recognitionâ
tm in  politics  beyond important  normative  issues  in  social  theory  such as  how
cultural  claims  to  difference  may  be  justly  accommodated  in  liberal  polities  it
addresses a range of practical problems in which a politics of recognition approach
casts  new  light  on  old  conflicts  and  tensions  examining  these  problems  within  the
context of processes of globalisation and increasing cultural diversity organised into
three  sections  recognition  in  politics  theory  policy  and  practice  analyses  new
theoretical directions the challenges of managing multicultural societies and social
policy case studies featuring a recent paper by professor nancy fraser based on her
2004 spinoza lecture this collection examines core issues in contemporary debates
over  recognition  extending  these  debates  in  new  and  significant  ways  the
contributors extend the literature on recognition by applying the theory to practical
contemporary political problems these papers reveal the capacity of the recognition
paradigm to generate new insights into political problems but also the limitations of
the  conceptâ  tm  s  theoretical  purview  together  these  commentaries  offer  an
invaluable  road  map  to  the  most  recent  scholarship  on  recognition
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