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collects legendary and controversial works by the mid twentieth century writer including

posthumous unedited and previously unseen versions in a comparative anthology that offers
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insight into the influence of editor gordon lish

the final story collection from one of the great short story writers of our time the

philadelphia inquirer features classic stories from cathedral what we talk about when we

talk about love and earlier volumes among the masterpieces of american fiction the new york

times book review by the time of his early death in 1988 raymond carver had established

himself as one of the great practitioners of the american short story a writer who had not

only found his own voice but imprinted it in the imaginations of thousands of readers where i

m calling from his last collection includes seven new works previously unpublished in book

form together these 37 stories give us a superb overview of carver s life work and show

us why he was so widely imitated but never equaled

in collections such as will you please be quiet please and what we talk about when we

talk about love raymond carver wrote with unflinching exactness about men and women

enduring lives on the knife edge of poverty and other deprivations beneath his pared down

surfaces run disturbing violent undercurrents suggestive rather than explicit and seeming all

the more powerful for what is left unsaid carver s stories were held up as exemplars of a

new school in american fiction known as minimalism or dirty realism a movement whose wide

influence continues to this day carver s stories were brilliant in their detachment and use of

the oblique ambiguous gesture yet there were signs of a different sort of sensibility at work

in books such as cathedral and the later tales included in the collected stories volume

where i m calling from carver revealed himself to be a more expansive writer than in the

earlier published books displaying chekhovian sympathies toward his characters and relying

less on elliptical effects in gathering all of carver s stories including early sketches and

posthumously discovered works the library of america s collected stories provides a

comprehensive overview of carver s career as we have come to know it the promise of will

you please be quiet please and the breakthrough of what we talk about on through the

departures taken in cathedral and the pathos of the late stories but it also prompts a

fresh consideration of carver by presenting beginners an edition of the manuscript of what we

talk about when we talk about love that carver submitted to gordon lish his editor and a
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crucial influence on his development lish s editing was so extensive that at one point carver

wrote him an anguished letter asking him not to publish the book now for the first time

readers can read both the manuscript and published versions of the collection that

established carver as a major american writer offering a fascinating window into the complex

fraught relation between writer and editor beginners expands our sense of carver and is

essential reading for anyone who cares about his achievement library of america is an

independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation s

literary heritage by publishing and keeping permanently in print america s best and most

significant writing the library of america series includes more than 300 volumes to date

authoritative editions that average 1 000 pages in length feature cloth covers sewn

bindings and ribbon markers and are printed on premium acid free paper that will last for

centuries

by the time of his early death in 1988 raymond carver had established himself as one of the

great practitioners of the american short story a writer who had not only found his own

voice but imprinted it in the imaginations of thousands of readers where i m calling from his

last collection encompasses classic stories from cathedral what we talk about when we

talk about love and earlier carver volumes along with seven new works previously

unpublished in book form together these 37 stories give us a superb overview of carver s

life work and show us why he was so widely imitated but never equaled

i look at all of carver s work as just one story for his stories are all occurences all

about things that just happen to people and cause their lives to take a turn in formulating

the mosaic of the film short cuts which is based on these nine stories and a poem lemonade i

ve tried to do the same thing to give the audience one look but it all began here i was a

reader turning these pages trying on these lives robert altman in his introduction

the nine stories and one poem collected in this volume formed the basis for the astonishingly

original film short cuts directed by robert altman collected altogether in this volume these

stories form a searing and indelible portrait of american innocence and loss from the

collections will you please be quiet please where i m calling from what we talk about
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when we talk about love and a new path to the waterfall including an introduction by

robert altman with deadpan humor and enormous tenderness this is the work of one of the

true contemporary masters the new york review of books

a rich collection of poems from not only one of the great short story writers of our time

the philadelphia inquirer but one of america s most large hearted and affecting poets like

raymond carver s stories the more than 300 poems in all of us are marked by a keen

attention to the physical world an uncanny ability to compress vast feeling into discreet

moments a voice of conversational intimacy and an unstinting sympathy this complete edition

brings together all the poems of carver s five previous books from fires to the

posthumously published no heroics please it also contains bibliographical and textual notes

on individual poems a chronology of carver s life and work and a moving introduction by

carver s widow the poet tess gallagher

in the late 1970s a jeff koons art exhibit featured mounted vacuum cleaners lit by

fluorescent tube lighting and identified by their product names new hoover quik broom new

hoover celebrity iv raymond carver published short stories such as are these actual miles

that cataloged the furniture portable air conditioners and children s bicycles in a family

home some years later the garbage barge mobro 4000 turned into an international scandal

as it spent months at sea unable to dump its trash as it was refused by port after port

tim jelfs s the argument about things in the 1980s considers all this and more in a broad

study of the literature and culture of the long 1980s it contributes to of the moment

scholarly debate about material culture high finance and ecological degradation shedding new

light on the complex relationship between neoliberalism and cultural life

shortly before he died america s laureate of the dispossessed made his own selection from his

short stories revised the texts and published them in this authorative edition the stories in

where i m calling from are selected from the full range of the author s work including

furious seasons will you please be quiet please what we talk about when we talk about

love and cathedral and include all seven stories from his last collection elephant
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the first collection of stories from one of the great short story writers of our time the

philadelphia inquirer breathed new life into the american short story showing us the humor

and tragedy that dwell in the hearts of ordinary people carver s stories can be counted

among the masterpieces of american literature the new york times book review one of the

great short story writers of our time of any time the philadelhpia inquirer the whole

collection is a knock out few writers can match raymond carver s entwining style and

language the dallas morning news

an acknowledged master of the short story raymond carver 1938 88 excelled at

portraying the hardscrabble existence of blue collar workers frustrated and disillusioned by

the false promises of the american dream this terrain was well known to carver who long

worked at blue collar jobs to support his family and personally struggled with the

transiency alcoholism economic privation and despair he depicts so poignantly in his fiction

at the same time he overcame these obstacles aided by among others the writer john gardner

the editor gordon lish and the poet tess gallagher to become a major figure in the

resurgence of the short story and the revival of realistic writing for collections like will

you please be quiet please what we talk about when we talk about love and the

magnificent cathedral carver won honor after honor including nominations for the national

book award the national book critics circle award and the pulitzer prize and with the 1993

release of robert altman s film short cuts carver long known to readers of serious fiction

attained widespread public recognition tracing these themes and more is adam meyer s raymond

carver which considers more of the writer s fiction and poetry than has any previous book

length study writing with luminous clarity meyer delves into the biographical elements

shaping the writer s career and probes carver s style and subject matter he then examines

the majority of the fictional works organizing his material according to distinct phases in

the writer s canon while devoting a separate chapter to carver s poetry of special appeal

are meyer s insightful comparison of stories published in multiple versions and hisinformed

discussion of minimalism a term often applied to carver s writings but meyer argues only

partly if at all with accuracy
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features a collection of writings across different genres by the mid twentieth century

author

contents wise blood a good man is hard to find the violent bear it away everything that

rises must converge stories and occasional prose letters

marion elizabeth rodgers wrote the chronology and notes for this volume p vii

raymond carver s third collection of stories a finalist for the pulitzer prize including the

canonical titular story about blindness and learning to enter the very different world of

another these twelve stories mark a turning point in carver s work and overflow with the

danger excitement mystery and possibility of life carver is a writer of astonishing compassion

and honesty his eye set only on describing and revealing the world as he sees it his eye is

so clear it almost breaks your heart jonathan yardley washington post book world

when he died in august 1988 raymond carver had just published what were thought to be

his last stories in the collection entitled elephant and his own collection of stories where i

m calling from five previously unpublished stories have recently been discovered and this new

volume brings together all of his uncollected fiction including a fragment of an unfinished

novel five early stories and all of his non fiction prose three of these late found stories

are fine examples of carver s late open style while two date from his middle period the non

fiction prose includes all of his essays together with occasional commentary on his own

fiction and poetry writings on the american short story and reviews of work by his

contemporaries among them donald barthelme richard brautigan jim harrison thomas mcguane

and richard ford also included is carver s latest essay friendship about a london reunion

with richard ford and tobias wolff call if you need me takes us into carver s workshop

and alongside all of us the collected poems and where i m calling from the selected stories

completes the picture of one of the most original writers in the english language of his

generation

these essays first published between 1919 and 1927 ushered in a new cosmopolitanism and

skepticism in twentieth century america taking on all aspects of the conformism and
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provincial narrowness of the american worldview that he saw mencken launched himself at a

wide variety of targets with his usual humor and richness
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