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the noted rhythm and blues singer shares her own turbulent life in an anecdotal memoir
that recalls her rise from poverty to the heights of musical fame and her struggle with
addiction obesity loss and broken love affairs

perhaps the finest soul singer of the rock era but equally at home singing blues and jazz
etta james is one of the great women of american music in rage to survive she tells her
mesmerizing tale in her uniquely big bold and unrepentant voice without a trace of self
pity she describes her chaotic world of early r b depicts legends like sam cooke and little
richard details her dependency on drugs and bad men and unsparingly recounts the
golden age of soul when her tell mama topped the charts rage to survive is a funky ribald
tale told with unparalleled sass

the voice that defined soul the life that defied expectations the truth that changes
everything what do we really know about the legends we claim to love we know their hits
their accolades their public personas but do we know their truths etta james sang with a
passion that could shatter hearts and heal souls but behind that incomparable voice
lived a woman fighting battles most of us can t imagine at last the etta james chronicles
pulls back the curtain on one of music s most complex and captivating figures revealing
the real woman behind the legend inside this groundbreaking biography the early years
how a five year old choir singer became a teenage r b revolutionary the mystery of her
parentage and the pain of abandonment her discovery by johnny otis and the recording
that changed everything the glory days the creation of at last and the hits that defined a
generation life at chess records and the complicated legacy of leonard chess touring the
segregated south and breaking barriers across america the dark descent the heroin
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addiction that nearly killed her career and her spirit arrests rehabilitation failures and the
loss of everything she d built the industry s exploitation and the personal demons she
couldn t escape the miraculous comeback how she fought her way back from the edge
of oblivion the albums that proved her genius was timeless awards recognition and
becoming an icon to new generations the final chapter her last performances and the
legacy she chose to leave family reconciliation and the peace she finally found the
enduring impact of her music and her message of redemption this is not just another
music biography this is the story of survival against impossible odds of addiction and
recovery of a black woman navigating an industry designed to use and discard her of
artistry so powerful it transcended every obstacle placed in its path james g edwards ii
has crafted an intimate exhaustively researched portrait that honors etta james s
complexity without sanitizing her struggles or sensationalizing her pain through
exclusive interviews archival research and deep cultural analysis at last the etta james
chronicles reveals why her story matters more than ever in an era when we re finally
ready to see our icons as fully human perfect for readers who loved respect the life of
aretha franklin by david ritz billie holiday the musician and the myth by john szwed just
kids by patti smith anyone seeking an honest exploration of genius addiction and
redemption the question that haunts every page how much must a black woman
sacrifice to be heard and when she finally speaks will we truly listen etta james gave us
her voice now it s time we heard her story disclaimer this book is a factual account based
on publicly available reports investigations and interviews it does not provide
instructions or promote any illegal activity all analysis is intended for educational and
informational purposes only

vocal piano etta james was known as the matriarch of r b but her vocal stylings also
incorporated the blues soul rock and roll jazz and gospel genres this book features
authentic transcriptions in the original keys of 20 of james best in voice with piano
accompaniment format at last damn your eyes dance with me henry the wallflower fool
thatiam i d rather go blind in the basement my dearest darling something s got a hold on
me stormy weather a sunday kind of love tell mama trust in me and more

includes pictures includes etta james quotes includes footnotes and a bibliography for
further reading includes a table of contents what happens is when i perform i m
somewhere else i go back in time and get in touch with who i really am i forget my
troubles my worries etta james a lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history s
most influential figures but how much of the forest is lost for the trees in charles river
editors american legends series readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of
america s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute while
learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known etta james the legendary jazz
gospel rhythm blues and soul singer was perfectly positioned to reign as the supreme
artist in the emerging soul genre of the 40s and 50s in america no one ever doubted her
talent the highly distinctive and versatile nature of her voice or her drive to succeed and
yet she has been woefully overlooked in the history of indigenous rock and blues music
in the united states she is famous and recognized for several iconic hits with which she
is eternally associated such as i d rather go blind and at last but her place in the
pantheon of great soul artists is unsteady and not always instantly recognizable by those
outside of a knowledgeable group of devotees for the rest of soul music s listeners
mention of her name will result in a hasty inclusion into the inner circle of leading artists
as though james had been momentarily forgotten once the object of focus however she
is revered as one of the titans of the genre and those who had allowed her to slip from
their minds are immediately reawakened to her powerful vocal and interpretive gifts
such a vague position within the history of the form is partly due to a difficulty james
experienced in crossing over to the white audience when others of the same genre were
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succeeding brilliantly at garnering a new mixed race fan base further her own abilities
may have contributed to the phenomenon etta james excelled at almost everything she
touched from gospel and blues to soul and pop she could wound the listener with a
ballad yet in the same evening rock a house in her various vocal incarnations she
triumphed as a rhythm and blues belter a blues crooner and a rock and roll screamer who
could tailor her voice and her stage persona to seduce or abuse the listener james larger
than life and highly forceful personality may have had a downside as well as she
searched for cross over acceptance by doing everything that her colleagues were doing
to make it happen but would not step far enough into the common ground where the
entire spectrum of listeners could experience a sufficient level of comfort some of her
colleagues however had been accused at one time or another of creating hybrids of
themselves in order to be perceived as either partly or almost entirely white in their
musical and stage craft but outside of the prevailing musical habits of fifties pop music
there was a line passed that james would not and probably could not budge in addition
she would not admit to being weak in any musical area and moved between the genres
easily and often with the strong blues roots always at the ready for an underpinning the
steamy aspects of her personal life were followed with great interest by a fascinated
public and she was not at all subtle about traversing between the most primal and
spiritualistic aspects minutes apart in any one appearance critic richard corliss of time
remarked blues is the music of the church and the roadhouse sanctity and sin and this
soul survivor sang with intimate knowledge of both american legends the life of etta
james looks at the life and career of one of america s most famous singers

etta james a journey through blues and r b by chatstick team discover the captivating life
of etta james a legendary singer whose voice defined generations and transcended
musical boundaries known for her deeply emotional performances in blues r b and gospel
etta s journey was filled with soaring triumphs haunting struggles and unmatched
artistry this book explores her rise to fame with hits like at last and i d rather go blind the
personal challenges she faced on and off stage her influence on artists across genres
and decades the timeless power of her voice and spirit whether you re a music lover a
fan of powerful biographies or curious about the roots of american soul music this is the
story of a true icon you won t want to miss dive into her story and experience the rhythm
of resilience and the beauty of the blues

music minus one nine songs in the style of the legendary etta james in a book with
example vocals and separate background tracks on cd includes at last trust in me a
sunday kind of love stormy weather all i can do is cry tell mama don t cry baby fool that i
am my dearest darling

essay from the year 2017 in the subject musicology miscellaneous university of michigan
language english abstract etta james sets out to be a great musician right from an early
age of five the presence of influential music tutors and producers in her life such as
johnny otis provided a conducive environment for her career growth which had initially
kicked off quite slowly even though her personal and musical life were filled with
challenges such as a troubled childhood and drug abuse etta grew in the music industry
to become one of the most influential and celebrated rhythms and blues artiste her
contributions to the entertainment industry have been of great significance to the
prevailing music trends in the world today

a historical overview of the development of the rock and roll hall of fame including career
biographies of all the inductees
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