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the complexity of governments today makes the accountability desired by citizens
difficult  to  achieve  written  to  address  performance  policies  within  state  and
national governments government performance and results an evaluation of gpra s
first  decade summarizes  lessons learned from a 10  year  research project  that
evaluated  performance  reports  produced  by  federal  agencies  under  the
government performance and results act gpra the results of this project can help
answer a wide variety of questions in political economy and public administration
such as what factors make performance reports relevant and informative has the
quality of information disclosed to the public improved why do some agencies
produce better reports than others has gpra led to greater availability and use of
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performance information by  federal  managers  has  gpra  led  to  greater  use  of
performance  information  in  budget  decisions  what  steps  would  make  federal
management  and  budget  decisions  more  performance  oriented  the  book
documents the current state of the art in federal performance reporting measures
the extent of  improvement compares federal  performance reports  with those
produced by state governments and other nations and suggests how gpra has
affected management of federal agencies and resource allocation by policymakers
it  also identifies obstacles that must be overcome if  gpra is  to deliver on the
promise  of  performance  budgeting  the  authors  chronicle  the  improvements
observed in federal performance reporting through the lens of the mercatus center
s annual performance report scorecard as budget shortfalls and new debt burdens
increase  interest  in  public  management  and  budgeting  techniques  that  allow
governments to do more with less this is an appropriate time to take stock of what
gpra  has  accomplished  and  what  remains  to  be  done  by  comparing  best
performance reporting practices in the us federal government with those in states
and other countries this book speeds the diffusion of useful knowledge at a critical
time

rosen and gayer s public finance provides the economic tools necessary to analyze
government expenditure and tax policies and along the way takes students to the
frontiers of current research and policy while the information presented is cutting
edge and reflects the work of economists currently active in the field the approach
makes  the  text  accessible  to  undergraduates  whose  only  prior  exposure  to
economics is at the introductory level the authors years of policy experience have
convinced them that modern public finance provides a practical  and invaluable
framework for thinking about policy issues the goal is simple to emphasize the links
between  sound  economics  and  the  analysis  of  real  world  policy  problems
enhancements and key features for this  new global  edition include new policy
perspectives introduce relevant and engaging examples of international policy so
students can extend their  understanding of theory to policymaking across the
globe  new  empirical  evidence  applications  provide  students  with  real  world
examples that are relevant to them from case studies about sweden and china to
global  examples  that  compare  experiences  between countries  updated end of
chapter questions broaden critical  thinking encouraging students to apply their
knowledge to international and comparative examples the results of econometric
models are used to help students understand how expenditure and tax policies
affect individual behavior and how governments set policies integrated theory and
analysis institutional theoretical and empirical material  is interwoven to provide
students with a clear and coherent view of how government spending and taxation
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relate to economic theory current research is presented alongside discussion of
methodological and substantive controversies the approach is modern theoretical
and empirical and shared by most active economists institutional and legal settings
are described in detail and the links between economic analysis and current political
issues are emphasized this global edition has been adapted to meet the needs of
courses outside of the united states and does not align with the instructor and
student resources available with the us edition

almost 50 million americans have cumulatively borrowed more than 1 5 trillion to
attend college roughly one third of all adults aged 25 to 34 have a student loan in
education without debt businessman and philanthropist scott macdonald examines
the real life impact of crushing levels of student debt on borrowers and what can
be done to fix  this  crisis  weaving together stories of debt impaired lives with
stories  of  personal  success  achieved  with  the  essential  help  of  financial  aid
macdonald  reveals  the  devastating  personal  and  societal  impact  of  the  debt
problem and offers  possible  solutions  he  explores  the  efforts  of  colleges  and
private  philanthropists  to  make  education  affordable  and  relates  his  own
experience of funding financial aid for need eligible students at five universities
education without debt is a must read book for anyone concerned about the rising
cost of education and what to do about this critical policy and societal issue

contributes to applied cost benefit analysis cba and other evaluation methods in
the context of the regional policy of the european union this book states that
through the use of structural funds and other financial and regulatory mechanisms
the eu can help to promote thousands of infrastructure projects

first three editions published with philip g altbach as the principal editor

dream hoarders  sparked a  national  conversation  on the  dangerous  separation
between the upper middle class and everyone else now in paperback and newly
updated for the age of trump brookings institution senior fellow richard reeves is
continuing to challenge the class system in america in america everyone knows
that the top 1 percent are the villains the rest of us the 99 percent we are the good
guys not so argues reeves the real class divide is not between the upper class and
the upper middle class it is between the upper middle class and everyone else the
separation of the upper middle class from everyone else is both economic and
social and the practice of opportunity hoarding gaining exclusive access to scarce
resources is especially prevalent among parents who want to perpetuate privilege
to  the  benefit  of  their  children  while  many  families  believe  this  is  just  good
parenting it is actually hurting others by reducing their chances of securing these
opportunities there is a glass floor created for each affluent child helped by his or
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her  wealthy  stable  family  that  glass  floor  is  a  glass  ceiling  for  another  child
throughout  dream  hoarders  reeves  explores  the  creation  and  perpetuation  of
opportunity hoarding and what should be done to stop it including controversial
solutions  such  as  ending  legacy  admissions  to  school  he  offers  specific  steps
toward reducing inequality and asks the upper middle class to pay for it convinced
of their merit members of the upper middle class believes they are entitled to those
tax  breaks  and  hoarded  opportunities  after  all  they  aren  t  the  1  percent  the
national obsession with the super rich allows the upper middle class to convince
themselves that they are just like the rest of america in dream hoarders reeves
argues that in many ways they are worse and that changes in policy and social
conscience are the only way to fix the broken system

as albert einstein may or may not have said the hardest thing in the world to
understand is the income tax indeed to follow the debate over tax reform the
interested  citizen  is  forced  to  choose  between  misleading  sound  bites  and
academic treatises taxing ourselves bridges the gap between the two by discussing
the key issues clearly and without a political agenda should the federal income tax
be replaced with a flat tax or sales tax should it be left in place and reformed can
tax cuts stimulate the economy or will  higher deficits undermine any economic
benefit  authors  and  tax  policy  experts  joel  slemrod  and  jon  bakija  lay  out  in
accessible language what is known and not known about how taxes affect the
economy  offer  guidelines  for  evaluating  tax  systems  and  provide  enough
information  to  assess  both  the  current  income  tax  system  and  the  leading
proposals to reform or replace it including the flat tax and the consumption tax the
fourth edition of this popular guide has been extensively revised to incorporate the
latest information covering such recent developments as the bush administration s
tax cuts which expire in 2011  and the alternatives proposed by the president s
advisory  panel  on  federal  tax  reform slemrod and bakija  provide  us  with  the
knowledge and the tools including an invaluable voter s guide to the tax policy
debate to make our own informed choices about how we should tax ourselves joel
slemrod is paul w mccracken collegiate professor of business economics and public
policy and director of the office of tax policy research at the university of michigan
jon  bakija  is  associate  professor  of  economics  at  williams college  and visiting
associate  professor  of  law  at  cornell  university  law  school  2007  2008  as  per
authors 7 12 07

the  american  tax  system  stands  at  a  crossroads  in  addition  to  longstanding
arguments over the tax code and budget deficits there are new concerns raised by
washington s expensive plan to repair the troubled economy proposals to address
global warming and the scheduled expiration of the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts at the
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end of 2010 as they make pivotal decisions on these issues what lessons can the
obama administration and the new congress draw from analysis of past experience
tax policy lessons from the 2000s brings together the most up to date research
available on tax policy with trenchant analysis by america s leading economists the
authors  explore the role  taxes should  play in  setting environmental  policy  the
effect  of  tax rate increases on labor  supply  and reported taxable  income the
economic impact of  deficit  financed tax reductions and the effect of  the tax
system  on  businesses  financial  and  investment  decisions  during  the  2000s
economists  gained  many  valuable  insights  about  how  taxes  affect  economic
behavior drawing on a decade s worth of theoretical models statistical studies and
observations the authors provide a map of the progress that has been made and
the work that is yet to be done this volume is an invaluable guide for policymakers
facing  important  decisions  about  environmental  taxation  marginal  tax  rates
dividend taxation and the taxation of business investment

in this new book ten eminent authors explain why and how australia s system of
personal income tax needs reforming the total tax take in australia is around the
oecd average but tax on people s incomes is well above average high income taxes
undermine national prosperity the top rate is out of line with most other western
countries which have been moving to lower and flatter rates because the threshold
at which people start to pay tax is well below subsistence people are taxed before
they have earned enough to keep body and soul together the interaction of tax
and welfare  creates  dispiritingly  high effective  marginal  tax rates  which deter
people on welfare from looking for work and penalize low wage families whenever
they try to increase their take home pay the system is riddled with distortions and
disincentive  effects  there  are  so  many  special  allowances  exemptions  credits
offsets and write offs that tax law has become almost indecipherable and gross
amounts of money and time get spent trying to reduce liability to tax most really
high earners are paying a lower rate of tax than workers earning little more than
average income retirement savings are viciously taxed and because tax brackets
are  not  indexed  to  inflation  the  total  tax  take  increases  year  by  year  without
anybody even realizing it outside of the federal government there is a mounting
demand that something radical needs to be done to tackle these problems this
book looks at the options and demonstrates that the case for radical reform is now
unanswerable  the  contributors  peter  burn  national  senior  adviser  australian
industry group lauchlan chipman professor emeritus university of wollongong and
central queensland university sinclair davidson associate professor rmit university
terry  dwyer  consultant  and  visiting  fellow  australian  national  university  john
humphreys  independent  policy  analyst  barry  maley  senior  fellow  centre  for
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independent studies andrew norton research fellow centre for independent studies
alex robson lecturer  in  economics australian national  university peter  saunders
social  research  director  centre  for  independent  studies  geoffrey  de  q  walker
professor emeritus university of queensland barrister at law
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