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a critical examination of the woman s missionary union and how it shaped the views of southern
baptist women the woman s missionary union wmu founded in 1888 carved out a uniquely
feminine space within the southern baptist convention during the tumultuous years of the
progressive era when american theologians were formulating the social gospel these women
represented the southern baptist elite and as such had the time to read write and discuss ideas
with other southern progressives they rubbed shoulders with more progressive methodist and
presbyterian women in clubs and ecumenical missionary meetings baptist women studied the
missionary publications of these other denominations and adopted ideas for a southern baptist
audience home without walls southern baptist women and social reform in the progressive era
shows how the social attitudes of women were shaped at the time by studying primary
documents including personal letters official exchanges and memoranda magazine publications
newsletters and editorials carol crawford holcomb uncovers ample evidence that wmu leaders
aware of the social gospel and sympathetic to social reform appropriated the tools of social work
and social service to carry out their missionary work southern baptist women united to build a
financial empire that would sustain the southern baptists through the great depression and

beyond their social attitudes represented a kaleidoscope of contrasting opinions by no stretch of
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the imagination could wmu leaders be characterized as liberal social gospel advocates however
it would also be wrong to depict them as uniformly hostile to progressivism or ignorant of
contemporary theological ideas in the end they were practical feminists in their determination to

provide a platform for women s views and a space for women to do meaningful work

in step with the metoo movement and third wave feminism women s roles provoke lively debate
in today s evangelical sphere the southern baptist convention sbc has a complicated past
regarding this issue and determining what exactly women s roles in home church and society
should be or even what these roles should be called has been a contentious subject in a
marginal majority women gender and a reimagining of southern baptists editors elizabeth h
flowers and karen k seat and eight other contributors examine the sbc s complex history
regarding women and how that history reshapes our understanding of the denomination and its
contemporary debates this comprehensive volume starts with women as sbc fundraisers moves
to the ways they served southern baptist missions and considers their struggles to find a place
at southern baptist seminaries as well as their launching of teaching or women s ministries along
the way it introduces new personalities offers fresh considerations of familiar figures and
examines the power dynamics of race and class in a denomination that dominated the south and
grew into a national behemoth additionally the essay collection provides insights into why the
sbc has often politically aligned with the right not only did the denomination become increasingly
oriented toward authoritarianism as it clamped down on evangelical feminism but as several
contributors reveal even as southern baptist women sought agency they often took it from
others read together the chapters strike a somber tone challenging any triumphal historiography
of the past by providing a history of contentious issues from the nineteenth century to the
present day a marginal majority provides invaluable context for the recurrent struggles women
have faced within the united states largest protestant denomination moreover it points to new

directions in the study of american denominational life and culture
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popular mechanics inspires instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern

world whether it s practical diy home improvement tips gadgets and digital technology

information on the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science pm is the ultimate guide to

our high tech lifestyle

the bureau of social hygiene made this study of 18 000 working women the study presents

statistics on living and working conditions and concludes that the living situation of single

working women requires attention
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