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with the publication of theory driven evaluations huey tsyh chen has given us an ambitious volume
indeed it is the aspiration of this book to provide a conceptual framework that integrates the
diverse approaches and paradigms of evaluation for those of us accustomed to the rhetoric of the
paradigm wars that have been raging in recent years it is refreshing to find a text that works so
assiduously at reconciliation there is much that is useful in chen s analysis he gives us a full and
thoughtful book that attempts no less than the construction of a conceptual framework for all of
program evaluation it provides an impressive compendium of source material and references
spanning not only evaluation but related work in economics and public policy this alone is worth
the price of the book chen s theory driven evaluations provides a stimulating even heroic attempt
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to bring some conceptual integration to a field that has been too long dominated by
methodological paradigms and procedural particulars a prepublication review for evaluation and
program planning generous use of examples which are well selected and lucidly summarized
contemporary sociology chen introduces a new comprehensive framework for program evaluation
that is designed to bridge the gap between method and theory oriented perspectives for program
planners decision makers scholars and students this volume clarifies illuminates and provides
unique insights into the conception construction and implementation of a wide range of programs
the research examples used in the discussion draw upon various areas such as education
welfare health criminal justice job training and family construction to attract a wider audience
journal of applied rehabilitation counseling program evaluation has traditionally emphasized the
application of social science research methods in evaluation activities however there is a growing
awareness that program theory is vital for broadening the scope and enhancing the usefulness of
program evaluation in theory driven evaluations huey tsyh chen introduces a new comprehensive
framework for program evaluation that is designed to bridge the gap between the method and
theory oriented perspectives he provides an intensive discussion of the nature and functions of
program theory approaches to constructing program theories and the integration of program
theory with evaluation processes specific types of theory driven evaluations as well as principles
and guidelines for application are developed for meeting different policy purposes application of
systematic strategies is illustrated by concrete examples from a variety of evaluation studies in
different fields the presentation of this new perspective directly addresses the needs and
concerns in both the professional and applied areas of program evaluation for program planners
decisionmakers scholars and students this volume will clarify illuminate and provide unique
insights into the conception construction and implementation of a wide range of programs

a new comprehensive framework for programme evaluation designed to bridge the gap between
the method and theory oriented perspectives is presented in this book newly available in paper
chen provides an intensive discussion of the nature and functions of programme theory
approaches to constructing programme theories and the integration of programme theory with
evaluation processes specific types of theory driven evaluations as well as principles and
guidelines for application are developed for meeting different policy purposes application of
systematic strategies is illustrated by concrete examples from a variety of evaluation studies in
different fields

program theory driven evaluation science fills the gap between 21st century literature on
evaluation and what is happening in practice it features detailed examples of how evaluations
actually unfold in practice to develop people programs and organizations commonly accepted
strategies for practicing evaluation are outlined followed by comprehe

introduction to theory driven program evaluation provides a clear guide for practicing evaluation
science and numerous examples of how these evaluations actually unfold in contemporary
practice a special emphasis is placed how to conduct theory driven program evaluations that are
culturally responsive and strengths focused in this thoroughly revised new edition author stewart i
donaldson provides a state of the art treatment of the basics of conducting theory driven program
evaluations each case follows a three step model developing program impact theory formulating
and prioritizing evaluation questions and answering evaluation questions the initial chapters
discuss the evolution and popularity of theory driven program evaluation as well as step by step
guide for culturally responsive and strengths focused applications succeeding chapters provide
actual cases and discuss the practical implications of theory driven evaluation science reflections
challenges and lessons learned across numerous cases from practices are discussed the volume
is of significant value to practicing evaluators professors of introductory evaluation courses and
their students advanced undergraduate and graduate students and serves as a text or a
supplementary text for a wide range of evaluation and applied research courses it is also of great
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interest to those interested in the connections between work and health well being career
development human service organizations and organizational improvement and effectiveness

introducing students to the real world of evaluation and focusing on issues that arise in
professional practice this book shows readers how to systematically identify stakeholders needs
in order to select the evaluation options best suited to meet those needs

this book looks back at the origins of program evaluation by summarizing comparing and
contrasting the work of seven major theorists of program evaluation it provides an important
perspective on the current state of evaluation theory and provides suggestions for improving its
practice

exploring research s impact on evaluation practice the practice theory relationship in evaluation
new directions for evaluation presents the finding of a unique empirical study of evaluation
comparing the reported practices of evaluation theorists with real world practices in the field a
selection of leading authorities offer both analyses and perspectives on the study s impact on the
field prompting deep consideration of the role of empirical study of evaluation and the relationship
between concept and practice empirical study of evaluation is key to improving practices and
developing alternate approaches and this book stimulates the level of debate necessary for
determining future directions

evaluation theory and practice today are characteristically pluralistic embracing diverse
perspectives methods data and values within and across studies that aim to generate more
insightful and meaningful evaluative claims this volume of new directions for evaluation seeks to
strengthen the promise of pluralistic evaluation by advancing an enhanced conceptual framework
for planning and implementing mixed method evaluation studies previous mixed method work has
concentrated on the technical level of method focusing on combining qualitative and quantitative
methods within one evaluation study the present mixed method volume addresses the
philosophical level of paradigm analyzing the challenges of combining in one study different even
conflicting assumptions about the nature of social phenomena and our claims to know them the
volume argues for a shift in the mixed method conversation the shift would be away from a
preoccupation with explicit assumptive differences among paradigms such as objectivity
subjectivity and realism relativism and toward other characteristics of social inquiry traditions
such characteristics define these traditions in important ways but are not logically irreconcilable
the significant advance here is to redirect the bases for mixing methods away from what may well
be incommensurable philosophical assumptions and toward other inquiry characteristics that can
more productively share a common analytic space through analysis of illustrative cases this
volume presents an array of conceptual and practical ideas for promising mixed method inquiry
directions this is the 74th issue of the quarterly journal new directions for evaluation for more
information on the series please see the journals and periodicals page

the author draws on thirty years of experience as a teacher and program evaluator to provide
administrators with a user friendly guide to using outcome based evaluation obe to judge the
efficiency and effectiveness of their social and educational programs adapted from publisher
description

this volume analyzes how evaluation theorists apply their approach in practice a scenario of a
situation at an elementary school is presented to four prominent theorists who describe how they
would design and conduct an evaluation of the school s program the editors consider the
theorists proposed evaluations as well as their subsequent comments to develop themes related
to the influence of theory and context on practice they also provide a comparative analysis of the
theorists evaluation approaches in relation to the context of evaluation case presented evaluation
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theorists seem to be quite good at propounding on how they think the evaluation world ought to
work yet do we really know that what theorists say they would do in practice is indeed what they
would actually do evaluation after all is situational each context offers its own constituency set of
values programmatic elements bureaucratic hurdles and other variables this volume
demonstrates why evaluators need to adapt their point of view to a particular situation and
provides much needed study and analysis on the way in which they make those adaptations this
is the 106th volume of the jossey bass quarterly report series new directions for evaluation

this issue explores the current state of program theory as it has developed over the last ten years
and examines the role program theory can play in a range of new areas that have recently arisen
in evaluation the contributors draw on a review of the literature to discuss the history of program
evaluation its diversity in application and its strength and limitations in practice including the
special challenges related to causal inference they describe opportunities for program theory to
help evaluators in areas such as measuring performance replicating successful programs helping
program staff understand the support evaluation and conducting meta analysis they outline a
future agenda for program theory evaluation explain why it is essential that there be an increase
in real world tests and applications and more this is the 87th issue of the quarterly journal new
directions for evaluation

sections include a theory of change approach to evaluation reflections from evaluation
practitioners and issues in measurement and analysis
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