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a major work of documentary history the brilliantly edited and annotated transcripts most of them never before published of the

presidential conversations of lyndon b johnson regarding the kennedy assassination and its aftermath the transition from john f

kennedy to johnson was arguably the most wrenching and ultimately one of the most bitter in the nation s history as johnson himself
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said later i took the oath i became president but for millions of americans i was still illegitimate a naked man with no presidential

covering a pretender to the throne the whole thing was almost unbearable in this book max holland a leading authority on the

assassination and longtime washington journalist presents the momentous telephone calls president johnson made and received as

he sought to stabilize the country and keep the government functioning in the wake of november 22 1963 the transcripts begin on

the day of the assassination and reveal the often chaotic activity behind the scenes as a nation in shock struggled to come to terms

with the momentous events the transcripts illuminate johnson s relationship with robert f  kennedy which flared instantly into

animosity the genuine warmth of his dealings with jacqueline kennedy his contact with the fbi and cia directors and the advice he

sought from friends and mentors as he wrestled with the painful transition we eavesdrop on all the conversations including those

with leading journalists that persuaded johnson to abandon his initial plan to let texas authorities investigate the assassination

instead we observe how he abruptly established a federal commission headed by a very reluctant chief justice of the supreme court

earl warren we also learn how johnson cajoled and drafted other prominent men among them senator richard russell who detested

warren allen dulles john mccloy and gerald ford into serving we see a sudden president under unimaginable pressure contending

with media frenzy and speculation on a worldwide scale we witness the flow of inaccurate information some of it from j edgar hoover

amid rumors and theories about foreign involvement and we glimpse johnson addressing the mounting criticism of the warren

commission after it released its still controversial report in september 1964 the conversations rendered here are nearly verbatim

and have never been explained so thoroughly no passages have been deleted except when they veered from the subject brought

together with holland s commentaries they make riveting hugely revelatory reading

examines conflicting evidence in the kennedy case

describes the 1963 assassination of president john f kennedy its aftermath and the various theories connected with it
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