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this book offers o comprehensive exploration of the multilingual linguistic
landscape in taoyuan city taiwan focusing on the impact of new immigrants and
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the diverse range of languages they speak across urban and peripheral areas it
examines the city s transition from a predominantly monolingual or bilingual
chinese english signage environment to a vibrant multilingual one shaped by
chinese english jopanese korean and southeast asian languages employing
ethnographic methods and geosemiotic analysis the study investigates code
preferences and writing types on public and private signage additionally it
delves into community perceptions of the multilingual linguistic landscape and
its implications for language policy and planning providing valuable insights into
evolving linguistic dynamics the authors move beyond theoretical exploration to
deliver practical insights with implications for institutions policymaokers
researchers educators students and practitioners alike ultimately this work
aspires to enrich understanding not only of taiwan s linguistic landscape but
also of broader global discussions on multilingualism language policy and
language planning
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in psycholinguistic research there has traditionally been a strong emphasis on
understanding how particular language types of are processed and learned in
particular romance and germanic languages e g english french german have
until recently received more attention than other types such as chinese
languages this has led to selective emphasis on the phonological building blocks
of european languages consonants and vowels to the exclusion of lexical tones
which like consonants and vowels determine lexical meaning but unlike
consonants and vowels are based on pitch variations lexical tone is pervasive it
is used in at least half of the world languages maddieson 2013 e g most asian and
some african central american and european languages this research topic
brings together a collection of recent empirical research on the processing and
representation of lexical tones across the lifespan with an emphasis on
advancing knowledge on how tone systems are acquired the articles focus on
various aspects of tone early perception of tones influences of tone on word
learning the acquisition of new tone systems and production of tones one set of
articles report on tone perception at the earliest stage of development in infants
learning either tone or non tone languages tsao and chen et al demonstrate that
infants sensitivity to mandarin lexical tones as well as pitch improves over the
first year of life in native and non native learners in contrast to traditional
accounts of perceptual narrowing for consonants and vowels g6tz et al report a
different pattern of perception for cantonese tones and further demonstrate
influences of methodological approaches on infants tone sensitivity fan et al
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demonstrate that sensitivity to less well studied properties of tone languages
such as neutral tone may develop aofter the first year of life cheng and lee ask a
similar question in an electrophysiological study and report effects of stimulus
salience on infants neural response to native tones in a complementary set of
studies focused on tone sensitivity in word learning burnham et al demonstrate
that infants bind tones to newly learned words if they are learning o tone
language either monolingually or bilingually although it was also found that
object word binding was influenced by the properties of individual tones liu and
kager chart a developmental trajectory over the second year of life in which
infants narrow in their interpretation of non native tones choi et al investigate
how learning a tone language can influence uptake of other suprasegmental
properties of language such as stress and demonstrate that native tone
sensitivity in children can facilitate stress sensitivity when learning a stress based
language finally two studies focus on sensitivity to pitch in a sub class tone
languages pitch accent languages in a study on jopanese children s abilities to
recognise words they know ota et al demonstrate a limited sensitivity to native
pitch contrasts in toddlers in contrast ramachers et al demonstrate
comparatively strong sensitivity to pitch in native and non native speakers of a
different pitch accent system limburghion when learning new words several
studies focus on learning new tone systems in a training study with school aged
children kasisopa et al demonstrate that tone language experience increases
children s abilities to learn new tone contrasts poltrock et al demonstrate similar
advantages of tone experience in learning new tone systems in adults and in an
elecrophysiological study liu et al demonstrate order effects in adults neural
responses to new tones discussing implications for learning tone languages as
an adult finally hannah et al demonstrate that extralinguistic cues such as facial
expression can support adults learning of new tone systems in three studies
investigating tone production rattansone et al report the results of a study
demonstrating kindergartners asynchronous mastery of tones delayed
acquisition of tone sandhi forms relative to base forms in a study interrogating a
corpus of adult tone production han et al demonstrate that mothers produce
tones in a distinct manner when speaking to infants tone differences are
emphasised more when speaking to infants than to adults combining perception
and production of tones wong et al report asynchronous development of tone
perception and tone production in children the research topic also includes a
series of opinion pieces and commentaries addressing the broader relevance of
tone and pitch to the study of language acquisition curtin and werker discuss
ways in which tone can be integrated into their model of infant language
development primir best discusses the phonological status of lexical tones and
considers how recent empirical research on tone perception bears on this
question kager focuses on how language learners distinguish lexical tones from
other sources of pitch variation e g offective and pragmatic that also inform
longuage comprehension finally antoniou and chin unite evidence of tone
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sensitivity from children and adults and discuss how these areas of research can
be mutually informative psycholinguistic studies of lexical tone acquisition have
burgeoned over the past 13 years this collection of empirical studies and opinion
pieces provides a state of the art panoply of the psycholinguistic study of lexical
tones and demonstrate its coming of age the articles in this research topic will
help address the hitherto eurocentric non tone language research emphasis and
will contribute to an expanding narrative of speech perception speech
production and language acquiisition that includes all of the world s languages
importantly these studies underline the scientific promise of drawing from tone
languages in psycholinguistic research the research questions raised by lexical
tone are unique and distinct from those typically applied to more widely studied
languages and populations the comprehensive study of language acquisition

can only benefit from this expanded focus
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