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at the time of the first world war anglo arab relations were in their early stages
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indeed the public record office index of foreign office documents relating to this
period lists the names of only three arab states egypt muscat and oman with the
rest of the arab countries being included either as part of turkey or in conjunction
with other world powers this underlines the significance of muscat and oman at
the time and hence the intense political  activity and struggle between britain
france and a number of arab players over the sultanate of oman in this book
raghid el solh presents key official documents and archive materials drawn from
sources available at the india office library and public records index which illustrate
the  manoeuvring  that  was  taking  place  seen  through  the  eyes  of  british
officialdom  the  material  presented  chronologically  in  specific  subject  areas
illustrates  primarily  the  competition  for  control  of  the  arab provinces  of  the
defunct ottoman empire particularly in the northern part of the arab peninsula dr
el  solh also focuses on documents relating to domestic affairs specifically the
rebellion against great britain and the sultan instigated by abdullah bin hamaid as
salimi the leading ibadi shaikh and historian he aimed to force the authorities in
muscat to adhere more strictly to sharia laws and the rule of ibadism finally to
complete the picture of the sultanate of oman during the first world war the
editor includes material  relating to the financial  situation of the sultanate the
education of the sultan s son and the formation of the levy corps

a study of the struggle between britain france and others over the sultanate of
oman it is the third of three volumes covering the years 1918 to 1939 and contains
reproductions of official documents

this study is based on extensive research in british sources and includes material
from archives in the united states the last chapter which covers the period from
1970 is based on omani newspapers and interviews with omani officials conducted
in 1994 throughout the 20th century omani rulers were confronted with rebellious
tribes and threatened by movements originating outside the sultanate including
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wahhabism arab nationalism and communism the discovery of oil in the 1960s did
not free the omani people from poverty or seclusion the sultan s subjects were
only liberated in 1970 when a coup d etat led by sayyid qaboos bin said enabled
oman to build a modern infrastructure join the arab world and the international
community

the material presented in this text illustrates the competition for control of the
arab provinces of the defunct ottoman empire seen through the eyes of british
officialdom oman was  at  the  centre  of  an  intense  political  struggle  between
european powers and this text examines why

when sultan qaboos overthrew his father as ruler of the persian gulf state of
oman in 1970 with the help of british advisers few expected him to survive long he
was unknown to his own population and the country was poor and plagued by civil
wars yet he has built his regime s legitimacy on a policy of national unification the
assimilation of all of oman to the oil rentier state framework and of his state to
the person of the sultan the incarnation of the country s renaissance this books
seeks  to  understand  the  mechanisms  of  social  and  political  perpetuation  of
authoritarianism  in  post  colonial  states  such  as  oman  it  shows  how  one
monarchical power has built and constantly renewed its basis to meet the internal
and external  challenges  threatening its  stability  yet  this  book also  raises  the
question  of  what  happens  when  one  part  of  this  model  namely  an  oil  rent
economy falters with half the population under fifteen years of age and when the
privileges enjoyed till recently may no longer be tenable valeri also sheds light on
the strategies adopted and challenges faced by other arab monarchies in the
persian gulf morocco and jordan

the sultanate of oman is a fascinating country of great scenic diversity it was a
land of mystery in ancient times from where the coveted frankincense came since
1970 the beginning of sultan qaboos rule oman has been a modern state while still
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retaining its traditional arab lifestyle many sights interesting animals and plants as
well as numerous sports facilities on land at sea and in the air make oman an ideal
place for tourism and vacation

during  the  period  spanning  the  second  world  war  intense  military  struggles
occurred for control  of  the arab region precipitating the involvement of new
political players on the arab stage sudden political and military changes in the arab
worold also had significant repercussions on the progress of the war in other areas
of  the  conflict  in  these  years  interference  by  british  resident  officials  in  the
internal affairs of the arab state became marked sometimes even taking the form
of direct political action such as the forcible removal from office of the iraqi and
egptian governments which were considered unfriendly to britain and initiatives
to counter the pressures exerted by the free french on the nationalists in syria
and lebanon as these measures indicate britain s involvement in the affairs of the
arab region from a stronghold in oman not only became more radical but also
expanded in geopolitical terms after 1941 when the british military played a leading
role in the expulsion of the pro vichy forces from the levant states and by doing so
gained the upper hand in  influencing events there in  the face of  free french
opposition such adtions were taken in the name of security during the second
world war and as the consequence by the end of the war britain had emerged as
the dominant power in the arab middle east

until the 1970s oman was an isolated almost medieval kingdom virtually unknown
to the outside world the 1970 palace coup that brought sultan qaboos b sa id al sa
id  to  power  also  brought  oman  into  the  twentieth  century  development
programmes made modernization a rapid process and oman s location at the
entrance to the straits of hormuz gave the country an increasing importance to us
security interests in the gulf region yet despite modernization oman remains an
unknown land this book first published in 1987 dispels some of the mystery by
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focusing on the land the people and the history it  explores the influences on
events of trade foreign involvement in omani affairs and ibadism the principal sect
of islam in oman it also emphasizes the role of the sultan in contemporary oman
the architect of oman s new age qaboos has overseen significant changes in the
country s political system and rapid economic growth financed by oil exports

a factual account of the author s travels and experiences in oman

oman was ruled by the al bu sa id for 250 years and during this period the fortunes
of the state varied considerably but in july 1970 as a result of a palace coup the
state abruptly turned away from isolation and traditions of the past the most
obvious alteration was in the dramatic change in the outward appearance of the
country particularly as exemplified by the rejection of the long era of stagnation
and the parallel emphasis on socio economic development in the political realm
however the shifting balance of power and the rapid growth and diversification of
the state s administrative structure were based essentially on perennial themes in
omani politics the interplay between four of these themes forms the basis of this
study first  published in  1978  the  role  of  the  sultan  and the  ruling  family  the
development of the administration the exercise of tribal politics and the impact of
external influences on the state are closely examined and the modifications they
went in response to the various challenges of the twentieth century are discussed
the constant flux in the relative importance of each of these themes illustrates
the fragile nature of the traditional omani political system for in the twentieth
century the al  bu  sa  id  sultanate found its  precarious  hold  over  the country
challenged on a number of occasions these challenges ranging from the tribal and
religious  rebellion  of  1913  20  to  the  marxist  leninist  revolt  in  dhufar  are  also
analysed in detail together with the response of the sultanate to their impact

the sultanate of oman occupies the southeastern part of the arab peninsula the
country is beautiful and is full of unspoiled nature the sun shines almost every day
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the temperatures are pleasant during winter but it is often unbearably hot during
summer the country is as large as italy but sparsely populated it has oil gas and a
variety of minerals the rapid development of oman takes place with respect for its
cultural heritage his majesty sultan qaboos and the people of oman are admired
for  having  transformed  oman  from  a  backwards  non  unified  country  into  a
modern homogenous state with a high standard of living dominated by tolerance
and growing democracy it is blessed with a ruler his majesty sultan qaboos bin said
who has what may be called absolute power which he uses with great care and
wisdom he is a true servant of his people

in july 1970 amid vast turmoil throughout the persian gulf region qaboos bin sa id
led a successful coup against his father and proclaimed himself the new head of
state sultan qaboos promised to institute a modern efficient and just government
and to establish friendly relations with neighboring countries facing significant
internal  challenges  to  his  authority  qaboos  restored  internal  order  through
effective military and economic measures simultaneously he adopted long term
principles  that  facilitated the introduction of  capable  foreign policy  initiatives
based  on  nonintervention  in  the  affairs  of  other  countries  respect  for
international law and nonalignment today the sultanate of oman remains stable its
foreign  policy  flexible  by  nature  its  regional  preeminence  assured  this  report
systematically analyzes the foreign policy of the sultanate it traces the origins of
the omani nation state identifies trends in omani diplomacy and examines the
sultanate s foreign policy in the modern era focusing on relations with states on
the arabian peninsula and in the persian gulf region with the west and around the
world

oman today is a rapidly modernizing and peaceful country on the fringes of a
region in turmoil  it  does however have a long history of internal  strife in the
twentieth century this strife took the form of two internal conflicts the northern
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oman or al jabal al akhdar war of the 1950s was a struggle between the forces of
the old tribally based imamate and the newer sultanate in the northern part of the
country in the dhufar war of the 1960s 70s an anti sultanate and later marxist
front sought secession in the south j e peterson takes a detailed look at these two
wars in the context of insurgency and counter insurgency warfare he surveys
oman s transition from a strictly traditional regime controlling only parts of the
country to a modern inclusive state particularly in terms of security concerns
peterson analyses the development of the sultanate s successful responses to
security  challenges  especially  in  the  creation and evolution of  modern armed
forces
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