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winner of the bbc samuel johnson prize for non fiction 2010 a spectacularly revealing
and harrowing portrait of ordinary lives in the world s least ordinary country north korea
north korea is orwell s 1984 made reality it is the only country in the world not
connected to the internet gone with the wind is a dangerous banned book during
political rallies spies study your expression to check your sincerity after the death of the
country s great leader kim il sung in 1994 famine descended and nothing to envy
winner of the 2010 bbc samuel johnson prize for non fiction weaves together the stories

of adversity and resilience of six residents of chongin north korea s third largest city
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from extensive interviews and with tenacious investigative work barbara demick has
recreated the concerns culture and lifestyles of north korean citizens in a gripping
narrative and vividly reconstructed the inner workings of this extraordinary and secretive

country

nothing to envy follows the lives of six north koreans over 15 years a chaotic period that
saw the unchallenged rise to power of kim jong il and the devastation of a famine that

killed one fifth of the population

please note this is a companion version not the original book sample book insights 1
north korea is a country that has fallen out of the developed world the country is
covered in darkness which is something that teenagers love 2 in the late 1990s north
koreans would meet in the dark to escape the prying eyes of the authorities the girl
would lead her boyfriend to a hot spring resort outside of town where the grounds were
poorly maintained but the trees were still beautiful 3 when i met mi ran she was a 31
year old woman living in south korea she had defected six years earlier i wanted to
know what life was like for defectors in north korea so i interviewed her 4 in 2004 mi
ran was a kindergarten teacher in a mining town in north korea she was working toward
a graduate degree in education she had a dream about her boyfriend a south korean

civilian military employee who had married her the previous year

this book follows the lives of six north koreans over fifteen years this chaotic period saw
the rise to power of kim jong il and the devastation of a famine that killed one fifth of

the population it illustrates what it is like to live under a totalitarian regime

north korea run by a mad dictator is cut off from the rest of the world unknown and
unknowable but north korea is also a place where ordinary people live dream and learn
to survive demick draws a powerful portrait of a bizzare society and the very real lives it

affects

winner of the 2010 samuel johnson prize for non fiction what if the world imagined by
george orwell in nineteen eighty four was real what if everything around you was black
and white except for the red letters on propaganda signs where spies like orwell s
thought police studied your facial expressions during political rallies to make sure you
were sincere in your expressions and your thoughts if you couldn t turn the dials of your

radio away from the government station in fact there is such a place north korea the
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only country not connected to the internet by choice ruled over by a dictator visible only
in carefully controlled images it s a mysterious even sinister country but it s also a place
where 22 million people live work and dream of a different life journalist barbara demick
spent a decade covering north korea s strange politics and regulations then one day
she met a young woman defector mi ran who told her about growing up there about the
cinema she used to go to when the country still had electricity and about the teenage
romance which blossomed there through mi ran s story demick glimpsed another more
human side of north korea in nothing to envy demick re traces the life of mi ran and of
five other north koreans taking us into the heart of an elusive society we see her
subjects fall in love nurture ambitions and struggle with survival and betrayal their

stories form a haunting portrait of a bizarre society and the cost it exacts on its citizens

barbara demick s nothing to envy 2009 traces the lives of six north korean defectors
from chongjin a city in northeastern north korea in north hamgyong province the
narrative examines their daily lives and occupations purchase this in depth summary to

learn more

when history had other plans consists of 12 stand alone chapters which immediately
furnish the reader with attention grabbing one liners as evidenced in its choice of
chapter titles hitler ended racism more environmentalism more co2 the west
encouraged putin by discouraging him ensuring that it will pique interest and stir up
debate one line one story one chapter there are no abstractions no theories no musings

just verifiable facts

in kim jong un s strategy for survival david w shin contends that kim jong un s
consolidation of power at home and the leveraging of beijing moscow seoul and
washington and others abroad show that he is not a madman and like the two earlier
kims has consistently been underestimated shin presents an alternative framework for
kim jong un s behavior through his analysis of kim s background and his development
as the successor to his father kim jong il the evolution of the totalitarian system kim
inherited from his grandfather kim il sung and the security environment after kim jong il
s death in 2011 this book is recommended for scholars and students of political science

asian studies international relations and history

this book considers both koreas north korea and south korea to examine possible

pathways for the years leading up to 2032 and beyond thus offering a composite picture
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of korea and its strategic relevance in asia and the world at large through a combined
south north olympic team and an effort of jointly hosting the games republic of korea
president moon jae in has marked the year 2032 as special in the future of the korean
peninsula although the international olympic committee ioc has expressed scepticism
about a combined hosting of the games the expectation in korea is that this event will
underline the shared destiny of the people inhabiting the peninsula and realign two
states still caught in an ideologically fraught civil conflict that is one of the last vestiges
of the cold war chapters begin with a brief historical review and analysis of the present
before moving to consider how these will shape the next decade drawing comparative
and complementary analyses no matter how contrasting the contemporary trajectories
of both north and south korea might appear korea as a singular entity is an old concept
still containing great possibilities as the ongoing inter korean reconciliation process
underscores the futures of north and south korea can be found in a complementary
singular korea which would again represent an important political strategic cultural and
social space in asia an evaluation of the future trajectory social awareness and
perception of the koreas this book offers a valuable contribution to the study of north

and south korea and asian politics

as asia increases in economic and geopolitical significance it is necessary to better
understand the region s intelligence cultures the handbook of asian intelligence cultures
explores the historical and contemporary influences that have shaped asian intelligence
cultures as well as the impact intelligence service have had on domestic and foreign
affairs in examining thirty asian countries it considers the roles practices norms and
oversight of asia s intelligence services including the ends to which intelligence tools
are applied the book argues that there is no archetype of asian intelligence culture due
to the diversity of history government type and society found in asia rather it
demonstrates how asian nations histories cultures and governments play vital roles in
intelligence cultures this book is a valuable study for scholars of intelligence and
security services in asia shedding light on understudied countries and identifying

opportunities for future scholarship

barbara demick s nothing to envy 2009 traces the lives of six north korean defectors
from chongjin a city in northeastern north korea in north hamgyong province the
narrative examines their daily lives and occupations purchase this in depth summary to

learn more
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madness and power can the insane rule can insanity be a leadership quality scott rank
says yes well sometimes in this fascinating look at nine of history s most notorious
rulers from the roman emperor caligula to the north korean communist dictator kim jong
il rank paints intimate portraits of these deeply flawed but powerful men examining the
role that madness played in their lives the repercussions of their madness on history
and what their madness can tell us about the times in which they lived in history s 9
most insane rulers you will meet king charles vi of france who thought he was made of
glass sultan ibrahim i who was driven mad by the sadistic succession battles of the
ottoman empire caligula who built temples to himself and whose reign highlighted the
lethal tensions between the power of the new imperial rome and the prerogatives of the
old roman republic the russian tsar who became known as ivan the terrible king george
iii of britain who not only lost his american colonies but lost his mind as well bavaria s
mad king ludwig ii who left the world richer for his fabulous fairy tale castles and his
patronage of the composer richard wagner insane rulers did not die off with the last of
the mad monarchs who inherited their power rank also examines the rise to power of
crazed modern rulers such as idi amin who began as a lowly army cook and rose to the
presidency of uganda and saparmurat niyazov who ruled turkmenistan and promoted a
bizarre cult of personality around himself both entertaining and illuminating history s 9
most insane rulers is a must read for anyone interested in the role insanity has played

in history

this book is a collection of 16 essays by international authors who participated in an
academic conference on korea sponsored by the u s naval war college papers were
originally presented at the naval war college s asia pacific forum the annual conference

of the college s asia pacific studies group held in newport r i on 26 27 august 2004
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