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in the real north korea lankov substitutes cold clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric
surrounding this opaque police state based on vast expertise this book reveals how
average north koreans live how their leaders rule and how both survive

this unique book provides a comprehensive overview of all aspects of life in north korea
today drawing on decades of insider knowledge and experience noted experts ralph
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hassig and kongdan oh explore a world few outsiders can imagine in vivid detail the
authors describe how the secretive and authoritarian government of kim jong il shapes
every aspect of its citizens lives how the command socialist economy has utterly failed
and how ordinary individuals struggle to survive through small scale capitalism north
koreans remain hungry and oppressed yet the outside world is slowly filtering in and
the book concludes by urging the united states to flood north korea with information so
that its people can make decisions based on truth rather than their dictator s ubiquitous
propaganda

in his new book ask a north korean daniel tudor a former economist journalist and
current korean beer entrepreneur wants people to understand the true lives of
everyday north koreans using translated essays written by defectors the book covers
topics from politics to pornography the boston globe understanding north korean
through the eyes of defectors the weekly column ask a north korean published by nk
news invites readers from around the world to pose questions to north korean
defectors adapted from the long running column these fascinating interviews provide
authentic firsthand testimonies about life in north korea and what is really happening
inside the hermit kingdom north korean contributors to this book include seong who
went to south korea after dropping out during his final year of university he is now
training to be an elementary school teacher kang who left north korea in 2005 he now
lives in london england cheol who was from south hamgyeong in north korea and is
now a second year university student in seoul park worked and studied in pyongyang
before defecting to the u s in 2011 he is now studying at a u s college ask a north korean
sheds critical light on all aspects of north korean politics and society and shows that
even in the world s most authoritarian regime life goes on in ways that are very different
from what outsiders may think

winner of the bbc samuel johnson prize for non fiction 2010 a spectacularly revealing
and harrowing portrait of ordinary lives in the world s least ordinary country north
korea north korea is orwell s 1984 made reality it is the only country in the world not
connected to the internet gone with the wind is a dangerous banned book during
political rallies spies study your expression to check your sincerity after the death of the
country s great leader kim il sung in 1994 famine descended and nothing to envy winner
of the 2010 bbc samuel johnson prize for non fiction weaves together the stories of
adversity and resilience of six residents of chongin north korea s third largest city from
extensive interviews and with tenacious investigative work barbara demick has
recreated the concerns culture and lifestyles of north korean citizens in a gripping
narrative and vividly reconstructed the inner workings of this extraordinary and
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secretive country

why does north korea want to possess nuclear capabilities in order to find the answer to
this question we must have an accurate understanding of the history and structure of
the north korean regime so far we have only formed conjectures and predictions
regarding north korea based on our own perspectives we now need to deal with and
consider north korea as is to reach viable solutions to the issues north korea presents
this volume contains analyses of the most salient critical issues pertinent to
understanding the north korean regime penned by representative korean scholars of
north korea as such the book examines the historical formation of north korea the
identities of those power elite and the relative stability or instability as the case may be
of the new regime under kim jong un also an important aspect to consider is the
possibility of socio economic change in north korea though north korea has remained
relatively static vis a vis its political and military systems it is in the process of becoming
rapidly marketized having continued various attempts to modify its economic policy in
the social realm said economic shift has elicited the polarization of the disparate classes
and the expansion of individualism such social transformations obscured by the easily
visible political reality of north korea can provide solid grounds for determining the
future of the north korea regime moreover it is imperative that we accurately
understand the motivation behind north korea s intention to develop nuclear weapons
namely the expansion of deterrence we must recognize the reasons for the north
korean hostility toward the united states from the very beginning of the dprk formation
and the north korean fixation on nuclear weapons development further we need to
understand the nature of relations between china and north korea relations on which
the international community has focused since north korea began its nuclear testing as
well as the history and structure of relations between north and south korea only when
we accurately understand north korea can we reach solutions to the north korean
nuclear issue the studies in this volume by korean scholars will reveal the veiled
background of the visible phenomena and thereby help the readers to correctly
understand the north korean behaviors hitherto misunderstood or even those that
were impossible to understand

the concept of security has undergone significant change in the past few decades
traditionally thought of in terms of the state centric militarily focused realist discourse
the concept of security has been broadened to include a greater number of potential
threats and an increased number of relevant actors yet despite the great changes in
security scholarship the vast majority of studies on north korea continue to focus
primarily on the country s nuclear weapons program its military and other traditional
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security issues surrounding pyongyang while north korea captures headlines with its
aggressive behavior and growing nuclear arsenal the ground level threats to average
everyday north koreans go largely unnoticed this groundbreaking volume seeks to
refocus research on north korean security from the traditional to largely unexplored
non traditional security nts issues in the wake of political succession to kim jung un the
issue of non traditional security is increasingly important from the lasting effects of the
famine of the 1990s to continued food shortages and the growing marketization of
north korean society the pyongyang regime is facing diverse and unprecedented
challenges this book offers cutting edge analyses of emerging north korean nts issues
by the world s leading specialists in the field it looks at these issues and their effects at
the local regional and international level as well as examining the international
community s efforts to promote an nts approach to north korea more specifically the
volume addresses the traditional and non traditional security paradigms energy security
gender security transnational organized crime the internal and external dimensions of
north korea s food security the responsibility to protect refugee issues and international
law and the role of ngos in promoting nts in north korea as the global community begins
to move toward a more people centered approach to security and foreign policy work
such as that presented in this thought provoking volume will be increasingly vital to
scholars policymakers and interested citizens contributors tsuneo akaha peter hayes
brendan howe w randall ireson david ¢ kang shin wha lee mark manyin kyung ae park
scott snyder jae jung suh david von hippel

the kim dynasty has ruled north korea for over 60 years most of that period has found
the country suffering under mature stalinism characterized by manipulation brutality
and tight social control nevertheless some citizens of kim jong il s regime manage to
transcend his tyranny in their daily existence this book describes that difficult but f
existence and the world that the north koreans have created for themselves in the face
of oppression many features of this world are unique and even bizarre but they have
been created by the citizens to reflect their own ideas and values in sharp contrast to
the world forced upon them by a totalitarian system opening chapters introduce the
political system and the extent to which it permeates citizens daily lives from the
personal status badges they wear to the nationalized distribution of the food they eat
chapters discussing the schools the economic system and family life dispel the myth of
the workers paradise that north korea attempts to perpetuate in these chapters the
intricacies of daily life in a totalitarian dictatorship are seen through the eyes of
defectors whose anecdotes constitute an important portion of the material the closing
chapter treats at length the significant changes that have taken place in north korea
over the last decade concluding that these changes will lead to the quiet but inevitable
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death of north korean stalinism instructors considering this book for use in a course
may request an examination copy here

under the loving care of the fatherly leader offers in depth portraits of north korea s two
ruthless and bizarrely orwellian leaders kim il sung and kim jong il lifting north korea s
curtain of self imposed isolation this book will take readers inside a society that to a
westerner will appear to be from another planet subsisting on a diet short on food
grains and long on lies north koreans have been indoctrinated from birth to follow
unquestioningly a father son team of megalomaniacs to north koreans the kims are
more than just leaders kim il sung is the country s leading novelist philosopher historian
educator designer literary critic architect general farmer and ping pong trainer radios
are made so they can only be tuned to the official state frequency newspapers are filled
with endless columns of kim speeches and propaganda and instead of christmas north
koreans celebrate kim s birthday and he presents each child a present just like santa the
regime that the kim dynasty has built remains technically at war with the united states
nearly a half century after the armistice that halted actual fighting in the korean war this
fascinating and complete history takes full advantage of a great deal of source material
that has only recently become available some from archives in moscow and beijing and
brings the reader up to the tensions of the current day for as this book will explain
north korea appears more and more to be the greatest threat among the axis of evil
countries with some defector testimony warning that kim jong il has enough chemical
weapons to wipe out the entire population of south korea

this is an account of an american woman s recent travels through north korea
throughout her journey she continually witnessed rundown villages starving children
with hollow eyes haggard women crawling in the fields for single grains of rice and
civilians unloading food aid at the point of bayonets the author predicts that north
korea s economic reform which has just started will progress slowly but that the country
will one day be open to the outside world it may however take another twenty years for
this reform to be complete small reluctant changes have already happened though and
this book expresses optimism that one day the north korean people will end their
isolation and join the world s mainstream

this ambitious book is constructed to provide the reader with unusually broad and deep
insight into north korea illustrating how the kim jong un regime calculates balances and
addresses the various key policy challenges it faces this will be accomplished through
the extensive experience of the authors korean european and american in north korea
and with north koreans there is no substitute for such direct experience in order to
address the numerous myths and misconceptions that have grown up and persisted
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over the years about how the north functions and how it perceives the world moreover
the usual focus on a single issue for example just nuclear or just economic matters fails
to provide a sense of how important the inter relationship of these separate parts is in
understanding the whole the experience brought to bear in the book and the breadth of
coverage provides badly needed critical insights about north korea at time when policy
in seoul and washington toward the north is at a crucial hinge point

north korea s human rights violations are unparalleled in the contemporary world in
dying for rights sandra fahy provides the definitive account of the abuses committed by
the north korean state domestically and internationally from its founding to the present
dying for rights scrutinizes north korea s treatment of its own people as well as foreign
nationals how violations committed by the state spread into the international realm and
how north korea uses its state media and presence at the united nations fahy
meticulously documents the extent of arbitrary detention torture executions and the
network of prison camps throughout the country the book details systematic and
widespread violations of freedom of speech and of movement freedom from
discrimination and the rights to food and to life fahy weaves together public and private
testimonies from north koreans resettled abroad as well as ngo reports the stories and
facts brought to light by the united nations commission of inquiry into north korea and
north korea s own state media to share powerful personal narratives of human rights
abuses a compassionate yet objective investigation into the factors that sustain and
perpetuate the flouting of basic rights dying for rights reveals the profound culpability of
the north korean state in the systematic denial of human dignity

art under control in north korea is the first publication in the west to explore the role of
art in one of the world s most isolated nations this timely publication places north
korean art in its historical political and social contexts discusses the state system of
producing employing promoting and honouring artists and examines the range of art
produced from painting and calligraphy to architecture and applied art jane portal also
compares the control exerted over artists by north korean leaders to that of other
absolute dictatorships and looks at the way in which archaeology has been employed
for political ends to justify the present leadership and its lineage book jacket

through his access to soviet archival material made availably only a decade ago
contemporary north korean press accounts and personal interviews andrei lankov
presents for the first time a detailed look at one of the turning points in north korean
history the country s unsuccessful attempts to de stalinize in the mid 1950s

describes kim jong il s rise to power in north korea and how his strict policies have
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contributed to devastating famine the slaughter of many north koreans and the
isolation of north korea from the world

ranging from geneva to pyongyang this remarkable book takes readers on an odyssey
through one of the most extraordinary forgotten tragedies of the cold war the return of
over 90 000 people most of them ethnic koreans from japan to north korea from 1959
onward presented to the world as a humanitarian venture and conducted under the
supervision of the international red cross the scheme was actually the result of political
intrigues involving the governments of japan north korea the soviet union and the
united states the great majority of the koreans who journeyed to north korea in fact
originated from the southern part of the korean peninsula and many had lived all their
lives in japan though most left willingly persuaded by propaganda that a bright new life
awaited them in north korea the author draws on recently declassified documents to
reveal the covert pressures used to hasten the departure of this unwelcome ethnic
minority for most their new home proved a place of poverty and hardship for thousands
it was a place of persecution and death in rediscovering their extraordinary personal
stories this book also casts new light on the politics of the cold war and on present day
tensions between north korea and the rest of the world

the institute for unification education which constitutes the ministry of unification of the
republic of korea has published annual editions of understanding north korea since
1972 as an endeavor to promote greater understanding of north korea for south korean
readers understanding north korea depicts the reality faced by the northern regime in
areas of politics diplomacy military economy society culture and many more the may
2012 publication has been translated into english with the aim to help the international
community better understand the northern half of the korean peninsula english
translations of the referred editions will be published on an biennial basis we hope that
this book enables readers around the world to better grasp the reality of north korea
the regime in north korea exhibits three characteristics it is a totalitarian dictatorship
governed by the sole leadership of the sury ng who stands above the workers party of
korea wpk and the state the regime as one of the world s most highly centralized and
planned economies has advocated self reliance and the monopoly of all means of
production by the state and cooperative organizations and the state uses the concept of
grand socialist family which requires absolute obedience of people to the sury ng who
is considered the father of a family these traits engendered a peculiar form of social
structure unprecedented in any other socialist country as it had to do under kim jong il
north korea under kim jong un must engage in some degree of reform and opening to
improve its economy and ensure the regime s survival such a path however also brings
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with it the risk of regime collapse the regime thus faces the difficult task of maintaining
stability while at the same time reforming and opening up contents i how should we
view north korea section 1 nature of the northern regime 11 section 2 north korea s
dilemma 18 political system and governing principles section 1 history of the north
korean regime and establishment of its political system 25 1 soviet occupation and
establishment of the north korean regime 25 2 establishment of north korea s political
system and its characteristics 28 section 2 formation of governing ideology and its
changing nature 36 1 juche ideology 37 2 songun ideology 42 3 kimilsungism
kimjongilism 46 section 3 power structure and form of government 49 1 power
structure 49 2 workers party of korea 55 3 central institutions 71 section 4 hereditary
succession of power and the kim jong un regime 80 1 history of hereditary power
succession 80 2 establishment and stabilization of the kim jong un regime 86 external
policies and relations section 1 goals and directions of foreign policies 97 1 basic ideas
and goals of foreign policy 97 2 policy directions 99 3 north korea s foreign policy
making structure 102 section 2 changes in foreign policy 105 1 foreign policy during the
cold war era 105 2 foreign policy after the cold war era 111 section 3 foreign relations
117 1 us north korea relations 117 2 china north korea relations 127 3 japan north
korea relations 132 4 russia north korea relations 137 5 relations with the eu and other
nations 141 military strategy and capacity section 1 characteristics and functions 153 1
establishment of the kpa 153 2 nature and status 155 3 functions and characteristics
156 section 2 military policy and strategy 160 1 basic objective 160 2 military strategy
163 section 3 structure and institutions 168 1 military structure 168 2 military
institutions 173 section 4 military capacity 179 1 standing forces and equipment 179 2
reserve forces 185 3 development of nuclear and other strategic weapons 187 section 5
military relations and provocations against the south 194 1 external military relationship
194 2 north korea s provocations against the south 199 economic structure and policy
section 1 characteristics of economic system and basic economic policy 217 1 basic
characteristics of economic system 217 2 basic economic policy 225 3 establishment
and implementation of economic plans 234 section 2 economic status by sector 238 1
macroeconomic status and tasks 238 2 economic status and tasks by sector 244 section
3 changes in economic policy and outlook for reform and opening 259 1 utilization and
control of markets 259 2 limited opening 268 3 prospects and tasks for reform and
opening 274 education and culture section 1 education system and school life 281 1
education policy and school system 281 2 educational curriculum and methods 299 3
school life 308 section 2 literary art policy and current status 314 1 literary art policy 314
2 current status of literature and art 321 section 3 the media and its functions 334 1
newspapers 335 2 broadcasting 340 vii society and life section 1 class structure 349 1
social classes 349 2 social mobility and class structure 353 section 2 value system and
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everyday life 356 1 north korean citizens values 356 2 daily life and life cycle 362 3
organizational life 366 4 clothing food and housing 373 5 leisure and holidays 380
section 3 religion in north korea 386 1 view on religion 386 2 actual conditions of
religious beliefs 388 section 4 deviations and social control 391 1 social deviation and
crime committed by north koreans 391 2 social control 398 section 5 human rights in
north korea 404 1 violation of civic and political rights 405 2 violation of economic social
and cultural rights 410 3 response to criticism on human rights 413

in 2009 while working on a phd in seoul andray abrahamian visited north korea a
country he had studied for years but never seen he returned determined to find a way
to work closely with north koreans ten years and more than thirty visits later being in
north korea tells the story of his experiences setting up and running choson exchange a
non profit that teaches north koreans about entrepreneurship and economic policy
abrahamian was provided a unique vantage into life in north korea that belies
stereotypes rampant in the media instead revealing north koreans as individuals
ranging from true believers in the system to cynics wishing the stalinist experiment
would just end from introverts to bubbly chatterboxes optimists to pessimists he sees a
north korea that is changing invalidating some assumptions held in the west but
perhaps reinforcing others amid his stories of coping with the north korean system of
the foreigners who frequent pyongyang and of everyday relationships abrahamian
explores the challenges of teaching the inherently political subject of economics in a
system where everyone must self regulate their own minds he looks at the role of
women in the north korean economy and their exclusion from leadership and he
discusses how information is restricted propaganda is distributed and internalized and
even how pyongyang s nominally illicit property market functions along with these
stories he interweaves the historical events that have led to today s north korea drawing
on the breadth of the author s in country experience being in north korea combines the
intellectual rigor of a scholar with a writing style that will appeal to a general audience
through the personal elements of a memoir that provide insights into north korean
society readers will come away with a more realistic picture of the country and its
people and a better idea of what the future may hold for the nation

over recent decades south korea s vibrant and distinctive populist culture has spread
extensively throughout the world this book explores how this korean wave has also
made an impact in north korea the book reveals that although south korean media have
to be consumed underground and unofficially in north korea they are widely watched
and listened to the book examines the ways in which this is leading to popular yearning
in north korea for migration defecting to the south or for people to just become more
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like south koreans overall the book demonstrates that the soft power of the korean
wave is having an undermining impact on the hard constraining cultural climate of north
korea
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