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in his iconoclastic and controversial study norman g finkelstein moves from
an interrogation of the place the holocaust has come to occupy in global
culture  to  a  disturbing  examination  of  holocaust  compensation
settlements  it  was  not  until  the arab israeli  war  of  1967 when israel  s
evident strength brought it into line with us foreign policy that memory of
the holocaust began to acquire the exceptional prominence it has today
recalling  holocaust  fraudsters  such  as  jerzy  kosinski  and  binjamin
wilkomirski as well as the demagogic constructions of writers like daniel
goldhagen  finkelstein  contends  that  the  main  danger  posed  to  the
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memory of nazism s victims comes from some of the very people who
profess most passionately to defend it drawing on a wealth of untapped
sources  he exposes  the double  shakedown of  european countries  and
legitimate jewish claimants and concludes that the holocaust industry has
become an outright extortion racket

this  book  springs  from  the  bristol  sheffield  hallam  colloquium  on
contemporary antisemitism at the university of bristol in september 2015
international experts in religious studies law politics sociology psychology
and history came together to examine the complexities of contemporary
antisemitism recent  attacks  on jews in  european cities  have increased
awareness  of  antisemitism  and  as  this  collection  shows  such  attacks
cannot be separated from wider geopolitical and ideological factors one
distinct feature of antisemitism today is its demonization of the state of
israel older ideas also feature jews being blamed for all  the world s ills
thought to possess almost supernatural levels of power and wealth and
conspiring to harm the non jewish other these and other ideas forming the
background to antisemitism in europe and north america are unpacked in
this  book  with  a  view  to  understanding  and  thereby  combating
contemporary antisemitism a key concern is how unifying features might
be isolated amid the diverse manifestations of this oldest of hatreds

in the case for peace dershowitz identifies twelve geopolitical barriers to
peace between israel  and palestine and explains how to move around
them and push the process forward from the division of jerusalem and
israeli  counterterrorism measures to the security fence and the iranian
nuclear threat his analyses are clear headed well argued and sure to be
controversial according to dershowitz achieving a lasting peace will require
more than tough minded negotiations between israelis and palestinians in
academia  europe  the  un  and  the  arab  world  israel  bashing  and  anti
semitism have reached new heights despite the recent israeli palestinian
movement  toward  peace  surveying  this  outpouring  of  vilification
dershowitz deconstructs the smear tactics used by israel haters and shows
how this kind of  anti  israel  mccarthyism is  aimed at scuttling any real
chance of peace

before 1967 israel had the overwhelming support of world opinion so long
as israel s existence was in harmony with politically correct assumptions it
was supported or at least accepted by the majority of progressive jews
especially in the wake of the holocaust this is no longer the case the jewish
divide over israel explains the role played by prominent jews in turning
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israel into an isolated pariah nation after their catastrophic defeat in 1967
arabs overcame inferiority on the battlefield with superiority in the war of
ideas their propaganda stopped trumpeting their desire to eradicate israel
instead in a calculated appeal to liberals and radicals they redefined their
war  of  aggression  against  the  jews  as  a  struggle  for  the  liberation  of
palestinian arabs the tenacity of arabs rejection of israel and their relentless
campaign in schools universities churches professional organizations and
above all the news media to destroy israel s moral image had the desired
impact many jewish liberals became desperate to escape from the shadow
of israel s alleged misdeeds and found a way to do so by joining other
members of the left in blaming israeli sins for arab violence today jewish
liberals  rationalize  violence  against  the  innocent  as  resistance  to  the
oppressor excuse arab extremism as the frustration of a wronged party and
redefine eliminationist rhetoric and physical assaults on jews as criticism of
israeli  policy  israel  s  jewish  accusers  have  played  a  crucial  and
disproportionate  role  in  the  current  upsurge  of  antisemitism  precisely
because they speak as jews the essays in this book seek to understand and
throw back the assault on israel led by such jewish liberals and radicals as
tony judt noam chomsky george steiner daniel boyarin marc ellis israel
shahak and many others its writers demonstrate that the foundation of the
state of israel far from being the primal sin alleged by its accusers was one
of the few redeeming events in a century of blood and shame

the  recent  rise  of  antisemitism  in  the  united  states  has  been  well
documented and linked to groups and ideologies associated with the far
right in from occupation to occupy sina arnold argues that antisemitism
can  also  be  found  as  an  invisible  prejudice  on  the  left  based  on
participation  in  left  wing  events  and  demonstrations  interviews  with
activists and analysis of left wing social movement literature arnold argues
that a pattern for enabling antisemitism exists although open antisemitism
on  the  left  is  very  rare  there  are  recurring  instances  of  antisemitic
trivialization in which antisemitism is not perceived as a relevant issue in its
own right leading to a lack of empathy for jewish concerns and grievances
arnold  s  research  also  reveals  a  pervasive  defensiveness  against
accusations  of  antisemitism  in  left  wing  politics  with  activists  fiercely
dismissing the possibility of prejudice against jews within their movements
and invariably shifting discussions to critiques of israel or other forms of
racism  from  occupation  to  occupy  offers  potential  remedies  for  this
situation and suggests that a progressive political movement that takes
antisemitism seriously can be a powerful force for change in the united
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states

academic freedom is a key element of the academic enterprise in the u s
however it  does not seem to exist  when scholars seek to advocate on
behalf of palestinian self determination this unique work examines how
the knowledge power nexus is shaping the discourse around the israel
palestine  conflict  and  restricting  academic  freedom  beginning  with  a
discussion of american zionism the work proceeds to explain why scholars
working on the question of palestine are often denied standard academic
freedom this is supported by prominent cases such as norman g finkelstein
s  denial  of  tenure  the  middle  east  studies  department  at  columbia
university and mearsheimer and walt s book the israel lobby the work of
edward  said  and  noam  chomsky  are  also  discussed  and  the  book
concludes with recommendations for protecting intellectual freedom to
those seeking to critically pursue the question of palestine this scholarly
study will appeal to a broad audience of faculty students and readers who
seek to understand the importance of academic freedom and the thorny
debates surrounding the israel palestine conflict

renton traces  the rise  of  european fascism in  the inter  war  years  and
focuses on the condition of weimar germany british fascism and hitler s
early career

a quarterly on palestinian affairs and the arab israeli conflict

focusing upon central issues in holocaust studies this collection of essays
by british scholars charts british concerns surrounding the holocaust it also
honours the academic bryan burns and the work he carried out on the
holocaust
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