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despite the fact that the ku klux klan can be traced from the 1700s through the civil
war and is going strong in the present day many people fail to realize the reach and
influence of the group many scholars for instance perceive the kkk as a radical
racist  group  composed  primarily  of  ignorant  uneducated  members  when  it  is
actually much more some klan groups are political while others are simply social
some meet and eat just as any other mainstream civic or church group but others
are focused toward the use of well planned violence not all klan groups advocate an
overthrow of the u s government though some do the author traces the historical
development of the klan addressing its organization membership ideologies and
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philosophies avoiding the bias of previous works written by either klan apologists or
detractors the author chronicles the directions the group has taken during its long
and diverse history the study also details the secret oaths of allegiance the imperial
wizards and the concept of knighthood the result is an accurate account of the ku
klux klan a group that has continued to grow and evolve in response to changing
times

this history of the ku klux klan traces the evolution of the organization from its 1865
founding to the present drawing extensively on contemporaneous media reports
the ku klux klan tells the story of america s oldest and largest homegrown terrorist
organization it  is  a revealing look at  the philosophies and methods of a secret
society that used religious symbols secret codes and the cloak of anonymity to bind
its  members  together  in  the  cause  of  violent  racial  warfare  the  ku  klux  klan
encompasses the organization s entire history from its post civil war founding by
nathan  bedford  forrest  to  its  high  watermark  in  the  early  20th  century  with
membership swelling to four million and its founders portrayed as heroes in the film
birth of a nation to its resurgence in the civil rights era to more recent attempts by
david duke and others to put a benign face on the klan in order to gain elective
office

this monumental reference work is a comprehensive guide to the ku klux klan it
begins with a brief history of the kkk from antebellum predecessors to the present
day subsequent chapters cover beliefs including white supremacy nativism religion
moralism  and  education  terms  and  abbreviations  with  a  definitive  glossary
biographies of prominent historical klansmen and profiles of kkk groups and front
groups profiles of individuals and groups linked or friendly to the klan an historical
overview  of  the  klan  in  politics  including  friendly  and  adversarial  politicians  a
discussion of activities in the united states and abroad the use of violence with a
roster  of  murder  victims  a  compilation  of  arson  and  bombing  incidents  and
sketches of riots and lynchings state and federal efforts to police or infiltrate the
klan  watchdog  groups  and  current  and  historic  journalists  who  covered  klan
activities appendices provide a kkk timeline and reproductions of several key klan
documents

as with other terrorist and extremist organizations religion forms the basis of the ku
klux klan s dogmatic philosophy providing justification for its beliefs and actions the
klan represents  a  link  to  america s  cultural  past  while  america has undergone
tremendous social change the secretive order has since the end of the civil war
kept  alive  the  antiquated  values  predicated  on  racism  and  religion  of  white
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supremacism covering nearly a century of klan ideology this book examines the
group s religious rhetoric in its literature and songs from its heyday during the
1920s to 2014

a detailed study of the kkk in atlanta chicago dallas denver detroit indianapolis
knoxville memphis and portland includes statistics on occupational religious and
geographical make up of klan membership during the period studied

box  containing  primary  source  documents  from  the  ku  klux  klan  kkk  after  its
founding

thesis m a from the year 2005 in the subject american studies literature grade 1 7
humboldt  university  of  berlin  39  entries  in  the  bibliography  language  english
abstract the ku klux klan and its racist doctrine have a long history in his work
backfire how the ku klux klan helped the civil rights movement david chalmers calls
the klan as america s only enduring political terrorist movement the following paper
will  mainly  focus  on  the  presentation  of  the  klan  in  thomas dixon  s  southern
reconstruction novel the clansman and d w griffith s movie the birth of a nation as
well as in contemporary american literature and films in that context the klan s
prejudices against african americans will  be discussed in connection with karen
hesse s children book one also has to take prejudices against jews into account the
analysis of ku klux klan literature and films will  cover three important klan eras
beginning in 1887 until the 1960s different types of texts and films will be set in
context with different cultural aspects of that time all together one cannot directly
speak of an influence of dixon s work on later klan literature and films but the
presence of some similar motives in all novels and films which will be taken into
account  shows an  important  aspect  that  will  be  the  main  point  of  this  paper
regardless of a pro klan or a political neutral work of fiction one can recognise either
a conscious or an unconscious hero worship of the klan or at least a representation
of the klan s immense political and social power one has to assume that different
books and films indeed help to create a klan myth throughout the paper different
motives will be compared to strengthen this thesis

a new york times book review editors choice selection an urgent examination into
the revived klan of the 1920s becomes required reading for our time new york times
book review extraordinary national acclaim accompanied the publication of award
winning historian linda gordon s  disturbing and markedly  timely  history  of  the
reassembled ku klux klan of the 1920s dramatically challenging our preconceptions
of the hooded klansmen responsible for establishing a jim crow racial hierarchy in
the 1870s south this second klan spread in states principally above the mason dixon
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line  by  courting  xenophobic  fears  surrounding  the  flood  of  immigrant  hordes
landing on american shores part cautionary tale part expose washington post the
second coming of the kkk illuminates the surprising scope of the movement the
new yorker the klan attracted four to six million members through secret rituals
manufactured news stories and mass klonvocations prior to its collapse in 1926 but
not  before  its  potent  ideology  of  intolerance  became  part  and  parcel  of  the
american tradition a must read salon for anyone looking to understand the current
moment the second coming of the kkk offers chilling comparisons to the present
day new york review of books

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of
the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the
original artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you
will see the original copyright references library stamps as most of these works
have been housed in  our  most  important  libraries  around the world  and other
notations in the work this work is in the public domain in the united states of
america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy
and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the
body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain
missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we
concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made
generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation
process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant

the ku klux klan came to canada thanks to some energetic american promoters who
saw  it  as  a  vehicle  for  getting  rich  by  selling  memberships  to  white  mostly
protestant canadians in ontario saskatchewan alberta and british columbia the klan
found fertile ground for its message of racism and discrimination targeting african
canadians jews and catholics while its organizers fought with each other to capture
the  funds  received  from  enthusiastic  members  the  klan  was  a  venue  for
expressions  of  race  hatred  and  a  cover  for  targeted  acts  of  harassment  and
violence against  minorities historian allan bartley traces the role of  the klan in
canadian political life in the turbulent years of the 1920s and 1930s after which its
membership waned but in the 1970s as he relates small extremist right wing groups
emerged in urban canada and sought to revive the klan as a readily identifiable
identity for hatred and racism the ku klux klan in canada tells the little known story
of how canadians adopted the image and ideology of the klan to express the racism
that has played so large a role in canadian society for the past hundred years right
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up to the present

with its fiery crosses and nightriders in pointed hoods and flowing robes the ku klux
klan remains a recurring nightmare in american life what began in the earliest post
civil  war days as a social  group engaging in drunken hijinks at the expense of
perceived  inferiors  soon  turned  into  a  murderous  paramilitary  organization
determined to resist  the evils  of  radical  reconstruction for  six  generations and
counting the klan has inflicted misery and death on countless victims nationwide
and since the early 1920s has expanded into distant corners of the globe from the
klan s post civil war lynchings in support of jim crow laws to its bloody stand against
desegregation during the 1960s to its continued violence in the militia movement at
the turn of the 21st century this revealing volume chronicles the complete history
of the world s oldest surviving terrorist organization from 1866 to the present the
story is told without embellishment because as this work demonstrates the truth
about the ku klux klan is grim enough

since 1866 the ku klux klan has been a significant force in mississippi enduring
repeated cycles of expansion and decline klansmen have rallied marched elected
civic leaders infiltrated law enforcement and committed crimes ranging from petty
vandalism to assassination and mass murder this is the definitive history of the kkk
in mississippi long recognized as one of the group s most militant and violent realms
the campaigns of terrorism by the klan its involvement in politics and religion and its
role as a social movement for marginalized poor whites are fully explored

winner 2022 j g ragsdale book award arkansas historical association the ku klux klan
established a significant foothold in arkansas in the 1920s boasting more than 150
state chapters and tens of thousands of members at its zenith propelled by the
prominence of state leaders such as grand dragon james comer and head of women
of the kkk robbie gill comer the klan established little rock as a seat of power second
only to atlanta in the ku klux klan in 1920s arkansas kenneth c barnes traces this
explosion of white nationalism and its impact on the state s development barnes
shows that the klan seemed to wield power everywhere in 1920s arkansas klansmen
led businesses and held elected offices and prominent roles in legal medical and
religious institutions while the women of the klan supported rallies and charitable
activities  and  planned  social  gatherings  where  cross  burnings  were  regular
occurrences  inside  their  organization  klan  members  bonded  during  picnic
barbeques and parades and over shared religious traditions outside of it they united
to direct armed threats merciless physical brutality and torrents of hateful rhetoric
against individuals who did not conform to their exclusionary vision by the mid
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1920s internal divisions scandals and an overzealous attempt to dominate local and
state elections caused arkansas s klan to fall apart nearly as quickly as it had risen
yet  as  the  organization  dissolved  and  the  formal  trappings  of  its  flamboyant
presence  receded  the  attitudes  the  klan  embraced  never  fully  disappeared  in
documenting this history barnes shows how the klan s early success still casts a
long shadow on the state to this day

a memoir of the author s involvment with the ku klux klan he introduced the kkk to
tennessee while recruiting new members there and later became disenchanted with
the group after learning about their racist ideology the book begins with a history of
the origins of secret societies in medieval germany and the kkk
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