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Ocean and the Superpowers Trade, Circulation, and Flow in the Indian Ocean World
Rabin Sen Gupta Raj Narain Misra Bimal N. Patel Auguste Toussaint Caroline C.
Ummenhofer Nand Lal Rasul B. Rais T. S. S. Rao John F. Prevost Smriti Srinivas Rabin
Sen Gupta Kuzhippalli Skaria Mathew Radhika Seshan David Brewster Yevgeni
Rumyantsev Anthony Harrigan Ferenc Albert Váli Rasul B. Rais Michael Pearson

contributed articles

this book provides a synoptic view of the indian ocean and maritime security in its
contested waters using a historical approach it reveals vital links to events in the
present day the volume highlights the competition between major asian powers
to control the string of pearls a reference to the chinese attempts at controlling
the indian ocean periphery shows that cooperation amongst the major powers of
the region could abate the threat of the potential of conflict becoming global and
inviting external intervention discusses india s look east policy and the deepening
relation  between  india  and  the  association  of  southeast  asian  nations  asean
argues  for  the  need  of  indian  ocean  states  and  particularly  the  south  asian
association  for  regional  cooperation  saarc  members  of  the  indian  ocean  rim
association iora to look afresh at their political and security issues and common
interests suggests measures for evolving a robust mechanism of maintaining the
indian ocean as a sustainable zone of commerce energy security and peace rather
than threat a major contribution on a critical area in asian geopolitics this volume
will be useful to scholars and researchers of international relations politics defence
studies and maritime security studies along with strategic affairs experts and
think tanks

comprehensive geohistorical survey of the ocean and its adjacent land areas from
2300 b c to 1960
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the indian ocean and its role in the global climate system provides an overview of
our contemporary understanding of the indian ocean geology atmosphere ocean
hydrology biogeochemistry and its  role in the climate system it  describes the
monsoon systems indian  ocean circulation  and connections  with  other  ocean
basins climatic phenomena in the indian ocean are detailed across a range of
timescales seasonal interannual to multi decadal biogeochemical and ecosystem
variability is also described the book will provide a summary of different tools e g
observations  modeling  paleoclimate  records  that  are  used  for  understanding
indian ocean variability and trends recent trends and future projections of the
indian  ocean  including  warming  extreme  events  ocean  acidification  and
deoxygenation will be detailed the indian ocean is unique and different from other
tropical ocean basins due to its geography it is traditionally under observed and
understudied yet plays a fundamental  role for regional  and global  climate the
vagaries of the asian monsoon affect over a billion people and a third of the global
population live in the vicinity of the indian ocean it is also particularly vulnerable to
climate change with robust warming and trends in heat and freshwater observed
in recent decades advances have recently been made in our understanding of the
indian ocean s circulation interactions with adjacent ocean basins and its role in
regional and global climate nonetheless significant gaps remain in understanding
observing modeling and predicting indian ocean variability and change across a
range  of  timescales  as  such  this  book  is  the  perfect  compendium  to  any
researcher student teacher lecturer in the fields of oceanography atmospheric
science paleoclimate environmental science meteorology and geology as well as
policy managers and water resource managers provides interdisciplinary content
with a comprehensive overview for students and practitioners from a wide range
of  disciplines  as  well  as  for  stakeholders  presents  a  broad  overview  and
background on the current  state of  knowledge of  the variability  change and
regional impacts of the indian ocean includes links to animations slideshows and
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other educational resources

marking the thirtieth anniversary of the end of the international indian ocean
expedition this book offers the reader a fascinating view of past lore and the
present  state of  oceanographic  knowledge of  the indian ocean and suggests
future directions for its study and monitoring

surveys  the  origin  geological  borders  climate water  plant  and animal  life  and
economic and ecological aspects of the indian ocean

this book breaks new ground by bringing together multidisciplinary approaches to
examine contemporary indian ocean worlds it reconfigures the indian ocean as a
space for conceptual  and theoretical  relationality based on social  science and
humanities scholarship thus moving away from an area based and geographical
approach to indian ocean studies contributors from a variety of disciplines focus
on  keywords  such  as  relationality  space  place  quotidian  practices  and  new
networks of memory and maps to offer original insights to reimagine the indian
ocean  while  the  volume  as  a  whole  considers  older  histories  mobilities  and
relationships between places in indian ocean worlds it is centrally concerned with
new  connectivities  and  layered  mappings  forged  in  the  lived  experiences  of
individuals and communities today the chapters are steeped in ethnographic multi
modal  and  other  humanities  methodologies  that  examine  different  sources
besides  historical  archives  and  textual  materials  including  everyday  life  cities
museums performances the built  environment media personal  narratives food
medical practices or scientific explorations an important contribution to several
fields this book will be of interest to academics of indian ocean studies afro asian
linkages inter asian exchanges afro arab crossroads asian studies african studies
anthropology history geography and international relations
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the indian ocean represents a part of the global ocean that has been less studied
by modern oceanography than the atlantic and pacific parts this is remarkable
since  the  indian  ocean  was  subject  to  much  historic  exploration  through
navigators from asia india the middle east and lastly from europe this unique
comprehensive  reference  set  on  the  indian  ocean  covers  all  oceanographical
aspects with its physics chemistry biology and geology in 21 peer reviewed expert
written chapters besides the well ground basis on the ocean s characteristics and
a wealth of data some unique features presented are the monsoon the biennial
reversal of winds and the resultant surface circulation the tropical and sub tropical
jet streams namely the somali current the agulhas current and the leevwin current
the  oxygen  poor  intermediate  waters  in  its  northern  part  which  significantly
contribute several  green house gases to the atmosphere for  example carbon
dioxide nitrous oxide methane and dimethyl sulphide its exhaustive coral reefs and
mangrove vegetation and the polymetallic nodules at its depths and its other
mineral  resources  moreover  an  analysis  is  provided  of  the  anthropogenic
contributions and their impacts on the health of the indian ocean and that of
estuary environments of important rivers of the 15 littoral countries intended for
research scientists professionals and students working in physical chemical and
geological oceanography

contributed articles

the indian ocean world has a rich history of socio economic and cultural exchanges
across time and space this book and its companion merchants and ports in the
indian ocean world explore these connections around the wider indian ocean world
the book examines the many overlapping linkages that existed from the early
modern period and into the colonial era it offers a clear understanding of the
economic networks that extended across the indian ocean and the atlantic during
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the 19th century with a critical historical lens the volume discusses themes like the
opium trade in the malay indonesian archipelago the biggest opium trade market
at the time the safavid mission to siam and the economic relationship between
pondicherry and west africa via france rich in archival material this book will be of
interest for scholars and researchers of indian ocean history maritime history
indian history economic and commercial  history south asian history and social
history anthropology and trade relations in general

this book assesses india s role as a major power in the indian ocean many see the
indian ocean as naturally falling within india s sphere of influence but as this book
demonstrates  india  has  a  long  way  to  go  before  it  could  achieve  regional
dominance the book outlines the development of indian thinking on its role in the
indian ocean and examines india s strategic relationships in the region including
with maritime south asia the indian ocean islands east africa the middle east
southeast  asia  and  australia  the  book  then  discusses  india  s  ambivalent
relationship  with  the  united  states  and explores  its  attitude  towards  china  s
growing power in the indian ocean it concludes by discussing the region s evolving
strategic order does india have what it takes to become the leading power in the
region

europe s place in history is re assessed in this first comprehensive history of the
ancient  world  centering  on  the  indian  ocean  and  its  role  in  pre  modern
globalization philippe beaujard presents an ambitious and comprehensive global
history of the indian ocean world from the earliest state formations to 1500 ce
supported by a wealth of empirical  data full  color maps plates and figures he
shows how asia and africa dominated the economic and cultural landscape and
the flow of ideas in the pre modern world this led to a trans regional division of
labor  and an  afro  eurasian  world  economy beaujard  questions  the  origins  of
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capitalism and hints at how this world system may evolve in the future the result
is a reorienting of world history taking the indian ocean rather than europe as the
point of departure volume ii provides in depth coverage of the period from the
seventh century ce to the fifteenth century ce

this study focuses on the political and strategic implications of the presence in the
indian ocean of the united states and the soviet union the author examines the
geopolitics of the region in historical perspective and describes the evolution of u s
and soviet strategy in the indian ocean the central theme of the book is that the
naval deployments of the superpowers should be seen in the context of each
power s economic and security interests rather than in the context of military
rivalry the book provides an incisive and comprehensive account of u s and soviet
strategies in the indian ocean by establishing and integrating the links between
the economic political and strategic dynamics of the situation

trade circulation and flow in the indian ocean world is a collection which covers a
long time span and diverse areas around the ocean many of the essays look at the
indian ocean before europeans arrived reminding the reader that there was a
cohesive indian ocean this collection includes empirical studies and essays focused
on particular area or production the essays cover various aspects of trade and
exchange  the  indian  ocean  as  a  world  system  east  african  and  chinese
connections with the indian ocean world and the movement of people and ideas
around the ocean
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