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for curious readers young and old a rich and colorful history of religion from humanity s earliest days to our own contentious times in an era of hardening religious attitudes
and explosive religious violence this book offers a welcome antidote richard holloway retells the entire history of religion from the dawn of religious belief to the twenty first
century with deepest respect and a keen commitment to accuracy writing for those with faith and those without and especially for young readers he encourages curiosity and
tolerance accentuates nuance and mystery and calmly restores a sense of the value of faith ranging far beyond the major world religions of judaism islam christianity buddhism
and hinduism holloway also examines where religious belief comes from the search for meaning throughout history today s fascinations with scientology and creationism

religiously motivated violence hostilities between religious people and secularists and more holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith
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and its power from ancient times to our own

excerpt from the history of religions in the language of one of the save races mentioned in this volume the word religion means the sacred tree although innocent of allegory
yet as in many other regards in this definition the savage has suggested a profound truth for religion is as it were a tree its roots lie deep in the darkness of primeval earth its
growth must precede its sheltering foliage and its unripened fruits are not pleasant yet watered by a living spring it has risen out of a soil black and even gruesome since
blood too has fertilized it but risen nevertheless it has slowly exalting itself heavenward and under it sits nearly all mankind in the course of this volume we shall study the
roots and the higher growth of this tree which through its age long development as any tree changes its earth drawn sustenance into something more ethereal has transmuted
terror into reverent awe hunger into hope lust into love we shall trace the slow progress of such roots of religion as bear today the names taboo fetishism totemism see how
taboo invested with spiritual power the moral command insured the home and made for civilization howl fetishism confirmed the thought that man depends on a i spiritual
something gave faith in a power that helped and i made that power the judge of right and wrong how i totemism linked man in communion with the divine and i in
conjunction with seasonal nature worship founded ritual i in the recurrent form necessary to religious stability we i shall see in short that the higher not only is above the i
lower but that it has ascended out of the lower savagery did not give place to civilization but developed into it was i already civilization in the germ about the publisher
forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work
forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare
cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully

any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

allan menzies history of religion offers a comprehensive and analytical exploration of the development of religious thought throughout human history the book unfolds in a
systematic manner tracing the evolution and interplay of various religious traditions from ancient civilizations to contemporary practices menzies employs a scholarly yet
accessible literary style ensuring that readers from both academic and general backgrounds can engage with the complexities of religious ideas and their societal impacts the
contextual framing of the text allows for a nuanced understanding of how historical events shaped religious beliefs and vice versa making it an essential contribution to the field
of religious studies allan menzies a prominent figure in the study of theology and philosophy draws upon his extensive academic background and experiences to illuminate the
intricacies of belief systems his exhaustive research is informed by his passion for understanding the role of religion in shaping human culture ethics and identity menzies
commitment to scholarly rigor is evident as he weaves together historical narratives with theoretical insights providing a rich tapestry of religious evolution history of religion is

a vital read for anyone seeking to comprehend the significance of religion in human history menzies invites the reader to embark on a thought provoking journey that challenges
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preconceived notions and encourages deeper reflection on the influence of religion in both past and present societies this work is not only informative but also transformative
making it a recommended addition to any serious reader s collection in this enriched edition we have carefully created added value for your reading experience hand picked
memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless

more informed read

excerpt from history of religion a sketch of primitive religious beliefs and practices and of the origin and character of the great systems this book makes no pretence to be a
guide to all the mythologies or to all the religious practices which have prevailed in the world it is intended to aid the student who desires to obtain a general idea of
comparative religion by exhibiting the subject as a connected and organic whole and by indicating the leading points of view from which each of the great systems may best
be understood a certain amount of discussion is employed in order to bring clearly before the reader the great motives and ideas by which the various religions are inspired
and the movements of thought which they present and the attempt is made to exhibit the great manifestations of human piety in their genealogical connection the writer has
ventured to deal with the religions of the bible each in its proper historical place and trusts that he has not by doing so rendered any disservice either to christian faith or to
the science of religion it is obvious that in a work claiming to be scientific and appealing to men of every faith all religions must be treated impartially and that the same
method must be applied to each of them about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this
book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do

however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

excerpt from the history of religions in the course of this volume we shall study the roots and the higher growth of this tree which through its age long development as any
tree changes its earth drawn sustenance into something more ethereal has transmuted terror into reverent awe hunger into hope lust into love we shall trace the slow progress
of such roots of religion as bear today the names taboo fetishism totemism see how taboo invested with spiritual power the moral com mand insured the home and made for
civilization how fetishism confirmed the thought that man depends on a spiritual something gave faith in a power that helped and made that power the judge of right and
wrong how totemism linked man in communion with the divine and in conjunction with seasonal nature worship founded ritual in the recurrent form necessary to religious
stability we shall see in short that the higher not only is above the lower but that it has ascended out of the lower savagery did not give place to civilization but developed
into it was already civilization in the germ about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this

book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst
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repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do

however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the
original artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you will see the original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other
nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work as a reproduction of
a historical artifact this work may contain missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be
preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping

this knowledge alive and relevant

amanda porterfield offers a survey of ideas rituals and experiences of healing in christian history jesus himself performed many miracles of healing and christians down the ages
have seen this as a prominent feature of their faith indeed healing is one of the most constant themes in the long and sprawling history of christianity changes in healing
beliefs and practices offer a window into changes in religious authority church structure and ideas about sanctity history resurrection and the kingdom of god porterfield
chronicles these changes at the same time shedding important new light on the universality of religious healing finally she looks at recent scientific findings about religion s

biological effects and considers the relation of these findings to ages old traditions about belief and healing

excerpt from history of religion a sketch of primitive religious beliefs and practices and of the origin and character of the great systems the science of religion though of such
recent origin has already passed beyond its earliest stage as a reference even to its earlier and its later names will show comparative religion was the title given at first to the
combined study of various religions what had to be done was to compare these systems the facts about them had to be collected the systems arranged according to the best
information pro curable and then laid side by side that it might be seen what features they had in common and what each had to distinguish it from the others work of this
kind is still abundantly necessary the collection of materials and the specifying of the similarities and dissimilarities of the various faiths will long occupy many workers this
science like every other begins with classification about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks
com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format

whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do
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however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

this three volume set presents fundamental information about the most important events in world religious history as well as substantive discussions of their significance and
impact this work offers readers a broad and thorough look at the greatest events in world religious history covering a wide range of religions time periods and areas around
the globe the entries present authoritative information and informed viewpoints written by expert contributors that enable readers to easily learn about the chief events in
religious history help them to better understand the course of world history and promote a greater respect for culturally diverse religious traditions the first of the three
volumes covers religion from the preliterary world through around ad 600 the second the post classical era from 600 to 1450 and the third the modern era from 1450 to the
present each volume begins with a substantive introduction that discusses the history of world religions during the period covered by the volume the chronologically ordered

entries overview each event place it in historical context and identify the reasons for its enduring significance

for one two semester three quarter and upper level undergraduate courses in world religions refined by over 40 years of dialogue with religious experts practitioners around the
world this text is widely regarded for its fairness and accuracy it is also the most thorough yet concise history of world religions available in a single volume treating many
subjects neglected in other texts the book s depth breadth and organization free instructors from having to cover everything in lectures enabling them to use class time for

questions discussion and their own favorite materials

this is a reproduction of a book published before 1923 this book may have occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc that were
either part of the original artifact or were introduced by the scanning process we believe this work is culturally important and despite the imperfections have elected to bring it
back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide we appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation

process and hope you enjoy this valuable book

this three volume set presents fundamental information about the most important events in world religious history as well as substantive discussions of their significance and
impact this work offers readers a broad and thorough look at the greatest events in world religious history covering a wide range of religions time periods and areas around
the globe the entries present authoritative information and informed viewpoints written by expert contributors that enable readers to easily learn about the chief events in
religious history help them to better understand the course of world history and promote a greater respect for culturally diverse religious traditions the first of the three

volumes covers religion from the preliterary world through around ad 600 the second the post classical era from 600 to 1450 and the third the modern era from 1450 to the
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present each volume begins with a substantive introduction that discusses the history of world religions during the period covered by the volume the chronologically ordered

entries overview each event place it in historical context and identify the reasons for its enduring significance presents readers with essential information about the chief events

in religious history that will help them better understand world history and promote a greater respect for culturally diverse religious traditions provides cross references and

sidebars that cite print and electronic resources for further reading with each entry includes a selected general bibliography of print and electronic resources suitable for student

research
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