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the problems arising from the existence of asymmetric information in
public decision making have been widely explored by economists most
of the traditional analysis of public sector activities has been
reviewed to take accountofthe possible distortions arising from an
asymmetric distribution of relevant information among the actors of
the public decision making process a normative approach has been
developed to design incentive schemes which tackle adverse selection
and moral hazard problems within public organisations our
understanding of these problems is now much better and some of the
mechanisms designed have had important practical implications while
this analysis is still under way in many fields of public economics
as the papers by Jjones and zanola and trimarchi witness a debate is
ongoing on the possible theoretical limitations ofthis approach and
on its actual relevance for public sector activities this book
encompasses different contributions to these issues on both
theoretical and practical areas which were firstly presented at a
conference in catania the innermost problem in the current discussion
arises from the fact that this normative analysis is firmly rooted in
the complete contracting framework with the consequence that despite
the analytical complexities of most models their results rely on very
simplified assumptions most complexities of the organisation of
public sector and more generally of writing contracts are therefore
swept away

federal agencies have taken steps to include the public in a wide
range of environmental decisions although some form of public
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participation is often required by law agencies usually have broad
discretion about the extent of that involvement approaches wvary
widely from holding public information gathering meetings to forming
advisory groups to actively including citizens in making and
implementing decisions proponents of public participation argue that
those who must live with the outcome of an environmental decision
should have some influence on it critics maintain that public
participation slows decision making and can lower its quality by
including people unfamiliar with the science involved this book
concludes that when done correctly public participation improves the
quality of federal agencies decisions about the environment well
managed public involvement also increases the legitimacy of decisions
in the eyes of those affected by them which makes it more likely that
the decisions will be implemented effectively this book recommends
that agencies recognize public participation as valuable to their
objectives not just as a formality required by the law it details
principles and approaches agencies can use to successfully involve
the public

this report exposes how policy capture where public decisions over
policies are consistently or repeatedly directed away from the public
interest towards a specific interest can exacerbate inequalities and
undermine democratic values economic growth and trust in government

looks at the critical role of community members and other interested
parties in environmental policy decision making

this wvolume focuses on analytic methods as alternatives to
traditional public policy decision making methods covers a broad
spectrum of analytic aids to decision making focuses on the needs of
the users rather than the interests of analysts demonstrates that
analysis is not limited to questions that can be qgquantified and
provides information both practical and theoretical on questions that
are important to those who need analytical help and to those
responsible for sponsoring evaluating and implementing the analyses
of others for decision makers in the public sector 1989

this publication compares levels modes and domains of decision making
processes in 14 oecd education systems during 1990 91 back cover
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