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when edward Śmigly rydz appeared on its september1939 cover time magazine described

him as a scholar technician graceful versatile serious with a professor s inquisitive mind

this was the man who was leading poland s resistance to hitler s invasion an impoverished

orphan he had risen to his country s highest military rank admonishing his people to the

germans we would lose our freedom to the russians we would lose our souls in 1920 he

had led a maneuver which defeated a westward surge by russia s red army and had

humiliated joseph stalin but in 1939 hitler and stalin combined to overrun poland interned

Śmigly rydz escaped and despite a widespread manhunt eluded his pursuers in the end he

left behind a cryptic poem all around me are pensive crosses black from smoke he also left

behind a secret which undermined germany s war effort and fostered hitler s own defeat dr

archibald patterson holds degrees from harvard and three other american universities north

carolina southern methodist and georgia he has been assistant director and operations

manager government accountability office gao and associate professor troy state university

europe where he taught for six years principally in germany but as far a field as turkey he

was born in california and lives now in tennessee

the intelligence war between germany and the soviet union ignited by operation barbarossa

on 22 june 1941 was fiercely contested over four years neither side was prepared for the

scale of the conflict and both quickly developed methods to assess and counter each other

s military intentions this book explores the intelligence strategies of stalin s smersh and

hitler s abwehr smersh coordinated three independent counter intelligence agencies within

the red army while the abwehr was germany s military intelligence service focusing on key

battles  like  stalingrad  and  kursk  the  book  examines  how  both  sides  competed  for

intelligence advantage the  soviets  excelled  in  strategic  deception manipulating  german

decision making early in the war they used counterintelligence to deceive the germans

notably during their surprise counteroffensive at moscow in december 1941 and their hidden

tank formations in 1942 german intelligence chief gehlen underestimated soviet deception

and overestimated german superiority which hindered effective analysis meanwhile the

soviets deployed agents behind german lines and employed terror tactics to destroy german

operations the pivotal battle of stalingrad revealed the germans intelligence failures and
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their subsequent losses marked a turning point by the war s end soviet counterintelligence

had  become  a  critical  weapon  reshaping  the  intelligence  landscape  and  significantly

impacting the outcome of the war

mexico s relationship with the world during the 1930s is revealed as a fascinating series of

calculated responses to domestic political changes and international economic shifts

in 1940 the us army signal intelligence service broke the japanese diplomatic code in 1975

oshima hiroshi japan s ambassador to berlin during world war ii died never knowing that

the hundreds of messages he transmitted to tokyo had been fully decoded by the americans

and whisked off to washington providing a major source of information for the allies on nazi

activities

challenging previous accounts megargee shatters the myth that german generals would

have prevailed in world war ii if only hitler had not meddled in their affairs instead he

observes that the military s strategic ideas were no better than hitler s and often were

worse 20 photos

it seemed that whenever mussolini acted on his own it was bad news for hitler indeed the

fuhrer  s  relations  with  his  axis  partners  were  fraught  with  an  almost  total  lack  of

coordination compared to the allies the coalition was hardly an alliance at all focusing on

germany s military relations with italy romania hungary and finland richard dinardo unearths

a wealth of information that reveals how the axis coalition largely undermined hitler s

objectives from the eastern front to the balkans mediterranean and north africa dinardo

argues that the axis military alliance was doomed from the beginning by a lack of common

war aims the absence of a unified command structure and each nation s fundamental

mistrust of the others germany was disinclined to make the kinds of compromises that

successful wartime partnerships demanded and because hitler insisted on separate pacts

with each nation italy and finland often found themselves conducting counterproductive

parallel  wars  on  their  own  dinardo  s  detailed  assessments  of  ground  naval  and  air

operations reveal precisely why the axis allies were so dysfunctional as a collective force
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sometimes for seemingly mundane but vital reasons a shortage of interpreters for example

his  analysis  covers  coalition  warfare  at  every  level  demonstrating  that  some military

services were better at working with their allies than others while also pointing to rare

successes such as rommel s effective coordination with italian forces in north africa in the

end while some individual axis units fought with distinction if not on a par with the vaunted

wehrmacht and helped germany achieve some of its military aims the coalition s overall

military performance was riddled with disappointments breaking new ground dinardo s work

enlarges our understanding of germany s defeat while at the same time offering a timely

reminder of the challenges presented by coalition warfare

in the violent world of radical extremists the enemy of my enemy is my friend this study

reveals how that precept plays out in the unexpected bonding between militant islam and

the extreme right in america and europe it provides an insightful and sane look at the

possibilities for collaboration between these groups

when the german wehrmacht swarmed across eastern europe an elite corps followed close

at its heels along with the ss and gestapo the ordnungspolizei or uniformed police played a

central role in nazi genocide that until now has been generally neglected by historians of

the war beginning with the invasion of poland the uniformed police were charged with

following the army to curb resistance pacify the countryside patrol jewish ghettos and

generally maintain order in the conquered territories edward westermann examines how

this force emerged as a primary instrument of annihilation responsible for the murder of

hundreds of thousands of the third reich s political and racial enemies in hitler s police

battalions he reveals how the institutional mindset of these ordinary policemen allowed

them to commit atrocities without a second thought to uncover the story of how the german

national  police  were  fashioned  into  a  corps  of  political  soldiers  westermann  reveals

initiatives pursued before the war by heinrich himmler and kurt daluege to create a culture

within  the  existing  police  forces  that  fostered  anti  semitism and  anti  communism as

institutional  norms challenging prevailing  interpretations of  german culture  westermann

draws on extensive  archival  research including  the  testimony of  former  policemen to
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illuminate this transformation and the callous organizational culture that emerged purged of

dissidents indoctrinated to idolize hitler and trained in military combat these police battalions

often numbering several hundred men repeatedly conducted actions against jews slavs

gypsies asocials and other groups on their own initiative even when they had the choice

not  to  in  addition  to  documenting  these  atrocities  westermann  examines  cooperation

between the ordnungspolizei and the ss and gestapo and the close relationship between

police  and  wehrmacht  in  the  conduct  of  the  anti  partisan  campaign  of  annihilation

throughout  westermann  stresses  the  importance  of  ideological  indoctrination  and

organizational initiatives within specific groups it  was the organizational culture of the

uniformed police he maintains and not german culture in general that led these men to

commit genocide hitler s police battalions provides the most complete and comprehensive

study to date of this neglected branch of himmler s ss and police empire and adds a new

dimension to our understanding of the holocaust and the war on the eastern front

they were foot soldiers and officers they served in the regular army and the waffen ss and

remarkably they were also jewish at  least as defined by hitler  s infamous race laws

pursuing the thread he first unraveled in hitler s jewish soldiers bryan rigg takes a closer

look at the experiences of wehrmacht soldiers who were classified as jewish in this long

awaited companion volume he presents interviews with twenty one of these men whose

stories are both fascinating and disturbing as many as 150 000 jews and partial jews or

mischlinge served often with distinction in the german military during world war ii the men

interviewed for this volume portray a wide range of experiences some came from military

families some had been raised christian revealing in vivid detail how they fought for a

government that robbed them of their rights and sent their relatives to extermination camps

yet most continued to serve since resistance would have cost them their lives and they

mistakenly hoped that by their service they could protect themselves and their families the

interviews recount the nature and extent of their dilemma the divided loyalties under which

many toiled during the nazi years and afterward and their sobering reflections on religion

and the holocaust including what they knew about it at the time rigg relates each individual

s experiences following the establishment of  hitler  s race laws shifting between vivid
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scenes of combat and the increasingly threatening situation on the home front for these

men and their family members their stories reveal the constant tension in their lives how

some tried to hide their identities and how a few were even aryanized as part of hitler s

effort to retain reliable soldiers including field marshal erhard milch three star general helmut

wilberg and naval commander bernhard rogge chilling compelling almost beyond belief these

stories depict crises of conscience under the most stressful circumstances lives of hitler s

jewish soldiers deepens our understanding of the complex intersection of nazi race laws

and german military service both before and during world war ii

since 1933 when a completely drugged and trial conditioned human wreck confessed to

having started the reichstag fire in berlin dr joost a m meerloo has studied the methods by

which  systematic  mental  pressure  brings  people  to  abject  submission  and  by  which

totalitarians imprint their subjective truth on their victims minds dr meerloo spent the first

two and one half years of wwii under the pressure of nazi occupied holland witnessing at

first hand the nazi methods of mental torture on more than one occasion then after personal

experiences with enforced interrogation he escaped from a nazi prison and certain death to

england where he was able as chief of the psychological department of the netherlands

forces to observe and study coercive methods officially after the war he came to the united

states as more and more cases of thought control brainwashing and mental coercion were

disclosed cardinal mindszenty colonel schwable robert vogeler and others his interest grew

it was dr meerloo who coined the word menticide the killing of the spirit for this peculiar

crime it is dr meerloo s position that through pressure on the weak points in men s makeup

totalitarian methods can turn anyone into a traitor and in the rape of the mind he goes far

beyond the direct military implications of mental torture to describing how our own culture

unobtrusively shows symptoms of pressurizing people s minds he presents a systematic

analysis of the methods of brainwashing and mental torture and coercion and shows how

totalitarian strategy with its use of mass psychology leads to systematized rape of the mind

he describes the new age of cold war with its mental terror verbocracy and semantic fog

the use of fear as a tool of mass submission and the problem of treason and loyalty so

loaded with dangerous confusion the rape of the mind is written for the interested layman
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