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this collection of essays brings arendt s work into dialogue with contemporary
philosophical views

this work presents both the range of arendt s political thought and the patterns of
controversy it has elicited the essays are arranged in six parts around important
themes in arendt s work totalitarianism and evil narrative and history the public
world and personal identity action and power justice equality and democracy and
thinking and judging despite such thematic diversity virtually all the contributors
have made an effort to build bridges between interest driven politics and arendt s
hellenic existential politics although some are quite critical of the way arendt
develops her theory most sympathize with her project of rescuing politics from both
the foreshortening glance of the philosopher and its assimilation to social and
biological processes this volume treats arendt s work as an imperfect somewhat time
bound but still invaluable resource for challenging some of our most tenacious
prejudices about what politics is and how to study it the following eminent arendt
scholars have contributed chapters to this book ronald beiner margaret canovan
elisabeth young bruehl seyla benhabib jurgen habermas hanna pitkin and sheldon
wolin

two of the most iconic thinkers of the twentieth century hannah arendt and isaiah
berlin fundamentally disagreed on central issues in politics history and philosophy
hiruta tells the full story of the fraught relationship between these towering figures
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and shows how their profoundly different views continue to offer important lessons
for political thought today

short listed for the tractatus essay prize an examination of the innovative strategies
arendt used to achieve intellectual freedom after observing the trial of adolf
eichmann hannah arendt articulated her controversial concept of the banality of evil
thereby posing one of the most chilling and divisive moral questions of the twentieth
century how can genocidal acts be carried out by non psychopathic people by
revealing the full complexity of the trial with reasoning that defied prevailing
attitudes arendt became the object of severe and often slanderous criticism losing
some of her closest friends as well as being labeled a self hating jew and while her
theories have continued to draw innumerable opponents arendt s work remains an
invaluable resource for those seeking greater insight into the more problematic
aspects of human nature anchoring its discussion in the themes of translation
forgiveness dramatization and even laughter unlearning with hannah arendt
explores the ways in which this iconic political theorist unlearned recognized trends
and patterns both philosophical and cultural to establish a theoretical praxis all her
own through an analysis of the social context and intellectual influences karl jaspers
walter benjamin and martin heidegger that helped shape arendt s process knott has
formed a historically engaged and incisive contribution to arendt s legacy

arendt was one of the most important thinkers of her time famous for her idea of the
banality of evil which continues to provoke debate this collection provides new and
startling insight into arendt s thoughts about watergate and the nature of american
politics about totalitarianism and history and her own experiences as an émigré
hannah arendt the last interview and other conversations is an extraordinary portrait
of one of the twentieth century s boldest and most original thinkers as well as arendt
s last interview with french journalist roger errera the volume features an important
interview from the early 60s with german journalist gunter gaus in which the two
discuss arendt s childhood and her escape from europe and a conversation with
acclaimed historian of the nazi period joachim fest as well as other exchanges these
interviews show arendt in vigorous intellectual form taking up the issues of her day
with energy and wit she offers comments on the nature of american politics on
watergate and the pentagon papers on israel remembers her youth and her early
experience of anti semitism and then the swift rise of the hitler debates questions of
state power and discusses her own processes of thinking and writing hers is an
intelligence that never rests that demands always of her interlocutors and her
readers that they think critically as she puts it in her last interview just six months
before her death at the age of 69 there are no dangerous thoughts for the simple
reason that thinking itself is such a dangerous enterprise

substantial excerpts from three main works the origins of totalitarianism the human
condition and eichmann in jerusalem as well as essays and correspondence

the new study provides a fresh and timely reassessment of thepolitical philosophy of
hannah arendt while analysing the centralthemes of arendt s work phillip hansen
also shows that her workmakes a significant contribution to contemporary debates
specifically hansen argues that arendt provides a powerful accountof what it means
to think and act politically this account canestablish the grounds for a contemporary
citizen rationality in theface of threat to a genuine politics amoung other issues
hansen discusses arendt s conception ofhistory and historical action her account of
politics and of thedistinction between public and private her analysis
oftotalitarianism as the most ominous form of false politics andher treatment of
revolution the book is a balanced and opportune reappraisal of arendt scontributions
to social and political theory it will be welcomedby students and scholars in politics
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sociology and philosophy

a reinterpretation of the political thought of hannah arendt strengthening arendt s
claim to be regarded as one of the most significant political thinkers of the twentieth
century

in an interview with gunther gaus for german television in 1964 hannah arendt
insisted that she was not a philosopher but a political theorist disillusioned by the
cooperation of german intellectuals with the nazis she said farewell to philosophy
when she fled the country this book examines arendt s ideas about thinking acting
and political responsibility investigating the relationship between the life of the mind
and the life of action that preoccupied arendt throughout her life by joining in the
conversation between arendt and gaus each contributor probes her ideas about
thinking and judging and their relation to responsibility power and violence an
insightful and intelligent treatment of the work of hannah arendt this volume will
appeal to a wide number of fields beyond political theory and philosophy including
law literary studies social anthropology and cultural history

this book reconstructs through texts by Agnes heller and international scholars a
timely conversation between hannah arendt and heller on the malaises of modernity
this valuable work will be appreciated both by academics and students interested in
social and political philosophy in addition to the wider public curious of intellectual
history both arendt and heller are great thinkers with the ability to enlighten the
great moral and political problems of our time although these two great figures
belong to different generations the dialogue reconstructed here provides a fuller
picture of the demise of the great totalitarian forces of the twentieth century both
arendt and heller in a sense accepted the burden of understanding the evils of their
age it is however heller by addressing the perennial problems of modernity posed by
arendt who makes this conversation possible illuminating the problems of this
century

interlacing the life and work of arendt the seminal 20th century philosopher kristeva
provides readers with an elegant sophisticated biography replete with powerful
psychoanalytic insight 4 halftones

a timely and provocative essay about the parallel lives of rosa luxemburg and hannah
arendt and their mission for a more humane society a short but moving book even
better the volume s advice is not only pragmatically political necessary during a time
of threats to democracy and mounting failures to deal with the climate crisis but
modestly uplifting bill marx arts fuse an intimate and timely meditation on dark
times hermsen s illuminating essay offers readers a way to think with hannah arendt
and rosa luxemburg about how to build a more humane world in common samantha
rose hill author of hannah arendt rosa luxemburg 1871 1919 and hannah arendt
1906 1975 were critical jewish mavericks who both suffered under violent political
regimes and sought to reform systems of power although temporally separated by
the second world war and the rise of totalitarianism they held in common strikingly
similar convictions about freedom human dignity capitalism democracy and political
commitment in this powerful book joke j hermsen explores the lives and works of
these two remarkable thinkers and the essential hope that emboldened them in the
political struggle luxemburg and arendt were spurred on by a restless love for the
world and an unwavering belief in the possibility of new beginnings for them hope
was an absolute prerequisite of resistance and a counterpoint to melancholy a
defense against despair that kept them attuned to what could be exploring the
intertwined nature of philosophy and the active pursuit of justice this is an urgent
courageous reminder to remain alert to the glimmers of hope in dark times
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each of the books that hannah arendt published in her lifetime was unique and to
this day each continues to provoke fresh thought and interpretations this was never
more true than for eichmann in jerusalem her account of the trial of adolf eichmann
where she first used the phrase the banality of evil her consternation over how a
man who was neither a monster nor a demon could nevertheless be an agent of the
most extreme evil evoked derision outrage and misunderstanding the firestorm of
controversy prompted arendt to readdress fundamental questions and concerns
about the nature of evil and the making of moral choices responsibility and judgment
gathers together unpublished writings from the last decade of arendt s life as she
struggled to explicate the meaning of eichmann in jerusalem at the heart of this
book is a profound ethical investigation some questions of moral philosophy in it
arendt confronts the inadequacy of traditional moral truths as standards to judge
what we are capable of doing and she examines anew our ability to distinguish good
from evil and right from wrong we see how arendt comes to understand that
alongside the radical evil she had addressed in earlier analyses of totalitarianism
there exists a more pernicious evil independent of political ideology whose execution
is limitless when the perpetrator feels no remorse and can forget his acts as soon as
they are committed responsibility and judgment is an essential work for
understanding arendt s conception of morality it is also an indispensable
investigation into some of the most troubling and important issues of our time

this is the first book length study of war in the thought of one of the twentieth
century s most important and original political thinkers hannah arendt s writing was
fundamentally rooted in her understanding of war and its political significance but
this element of her work has surprisingly been neglected in international and
political theory this book fills an important gap by assessing the full range of arendt
s historical and conceptual writing on war and introduces to international theory the
distinct language she used to talk about war and the political world it builds on her
re thinking of old concepts such as power violence greatness world imperialism evil
hypocrisy and humanity and introduces some that are new to international thought
like plurality action agonism natality and political immortality the issues that arendt
dealt with throughout her life and work continue to shape the political world and her
approach to political thinking remains a source of inspiration for those in search of
guidance not in what to think but how to think about politics and war re reading
arendt s writing forged through firsthand experience of occupation and struggles for
liberation political founding and resistance in time of war reveals a more serious
engagement with war than her earlier readers have recognised arendt s political
theory makes more sense when it is understood in the context of her thinking about
war and we can think about the history and theory of warfare and international
politics in new ways by thinking with arendt

hannah arendt s work offers a powerful critical engagement with the cultural and
philosophical crises of mid twentieth century europe her idea of the banality of evil
made famous after her report on the trial of the nazi war criminal adolf eichmann
remains controversial to this day in the face of 9 11 and the war on terror arendt s
work on the politics of freedom and the rights of man in a democratic state are
especially relevant her impassioned plea for the creation of a public sphere through
free critical thinking and dialogue provides a significant resource for contemporary
thought covering her key ideas from the origins of totalitarianism and the human
condition as well as some of her less well known texts and focussing in detail on
arendt s idea of storytelling this guide brings arendt s work into the twenty first
century while helping students to understand its urgent relevance for the
contemporary world

hannah arendt is one of the most renowned political thinkers of the twentieth
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century and her work has never been more relevant than it is today born in germany
in 1906 arendt published her first book at the age of twenty three before turning
away from the world of academic philosophy to reckon with the rise of the third
reich after world war ii arendt became one of the most prominent and controversial
public intellectuals of her time publishing influential works such as the origins of
totalitarianism the human condition and eichmann in jerusalem samantha rose hill
weaves together new biographical detail archival documents poems and
correspondence to reveal a woman whose passion for the life of the mind was
nourished by her love of the world

hannah arendt is one of the most famous political theorists of the twentieth century
yet in the social sciences her work has rarely been given the attention it deserves
this careful and comprehensive study introduces arendt to a wider audience finn
bowring shows how arendt s writings have engaged with and influenced prominent
figures in the sociological canon and how her ideas may shed light on some of the
most pressing social and political problems of today he explores her critique of marx
her relationship to weber the influence of her work on habermas and the parallels
and discrepancies between her and foucault this is a clearly written and scholarly
text which surveys the leading debates over arendt s work including discussions of
totalitarianism the public sphere and the nature of political responsibility this book
will bring new perspectives to students and lecturers in sociology and politics

hannah arendt was one of the most original and influential social and political
theorists of the 20th century this volume brings together the most important english
language essays of the past 30 years on arendt s unique and lasting contributions to
social and political philosophy

this book is available as open access through the bloomsbury open access
programme and is available on bloomsburycollections com for hannah arendt
friendship had political relevance and importance the essence of friendship she
believed consisted in discourse and it is only through discourse she argued that the
world is rendered humane this book explores some of the key ideas in hannah arendt
s work through a study of four lifelong friendships with heinrich blucher martin
heidegger karl jaspers and mary mccarthy the book draws on correspondence from
both sides illuminating our understanding of the social contexts within which arendt
s thinking developed and was clarified it offers a cultural history of ideas shedding
light on two core ideas in arendt of plurality and promise and on how those
particular ideas emerged through a particular set of relationships at a significant
moment in the history of the west this book offers an original and accessible way in
to arendt s work for students and scholars of politics philosophy intellectual history
and literature
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