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debate over the meaning of enlightenment began in the eighteenth century
and still continues to this day this period saw the opening of arguments on
the nature of man truth the place of god and the international circulation of
ideas people and gold but did the enlightenment mean the same for men and
women for rich and poor for  europeans and non europeans in the third
edition of her acclaimed book dorinda outram addresses these and other
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questions about the enlightenment as controversy increases about its place
at the foundation of modernity she studies it as a global phenomenon setting
the period against  broader social  changes this  new edition offers a new
chapter on political economy a completely revised further reading section
and a new feature on electronic sources to stimulate primary research this
accessible  overview will  be  essential  reading  for  students  of  eighteenth
century history philosophy and the history of ideas

a  compelling  reevaluation  of  the  enlightenment  from one  of  its  leading
historians in  this  concise and powerful  book one of  the world s  leading
historians  of  the  enlightenment  provides  a  bracing  and  clarifying  new
interpretation  of  this  watershed  period  arguing  that  philosophical  and
historical  interpretations  of  the  era  have  long  been  hopelessly  confused
vincenzo ferrone makes the case that it is only by separating these views and
taking an approach grounded in social and cultural history that we can begin
to grasp what the enlightenment was and why it is still relevant today ferrone
explains why the enlightenment was a profound and wide ranging cultural
revolution  that  reshaped  western  identity  reformed  politics  through  the
invention of human rights and redefined knowledge by creating a critical
culture these new ways of thinking gave birth to new values that spread
throughout society and changed how everyday life was lived and understood
featuring an illuminating afterword describing how his argument challenges
the  work  of  anglophone  interpreters  including  jonathan  israel  the
enlightenment provides a fascinating reevaluation of the true nature and
legacy of one of the most important and contested periods in western history
the translation of this work has been funded by seps segretariato europeo per
le pubblicazioni scientifiche

enlightenment  studies  are  currently  in  a  state  of  flux  with  unresolved
arguments among its adherents about its dates its locations and the contents
of  the movement this  book cuts the gordian knot there are many books
claiming to explain the enlightenment but most assume that it was a thing j c
d  clark  shows  what  it  actually  was  namely  a  historiographical  concept
currently the enlightenment is a term widely accepted across popular culture
and in a variety of academic disciplines notably history philosophy political
theory  political  science  literary  studies  and  theology  clark  calls  for  a
fundamental  reconsideration  in  each  the  enlightenment  an  idea  and  its
history provides a critical historical analysis of the enlightenment in england
scotland france germany and the united states from c 1650 to the present it
argues  that  the  degree  of  commonality  between  social  and  intellectual
movements in each and more broadly between the five societies has been
overstated  for  polemical  purposes  clark  shows  that  the  concept  of  the
enlightenment  was  not  widely  adopted  in  those  societies  until  the  mid
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twentieth century indeed that it was unknown in the eighteenth without the
concept people at the time were unable to act in ways that would have
created the enlightenment as a coherent movement since the conventional
account has held that the enlightenment was a phenomenon the idea could
be used as a component of what has been called a civil religion a summing up
of the myths of origin aims and essential values of a society from which
dissent  is  not  permitted  an  appreciation  that  it  was  instead  a
historiographical concept undermines in turn the idea that there was any
great transition to what came to be called modernity

named one of the best books of the year by kirkus reviews one of our most
renowned and brilliant  historians takes a fresh look at  the revolutionary
intellectual movement that laid the foundation for the modern world liberty
and equality human rights freedom of thought and expression belief in reason
and progress the value of scientific inquiry these are just some of the ideas
that  were conceived and developed during the enlightenment and which
changed forever the intellectual landscape of the western world spanning
hundreds  of  years  of  history  anthony  pagden  traces  the  origins  of  this
seminal movement showing how enlightenment concepts directly influenced
modern  culture  making  possible  a  secular  tolerant  and  above  all
cosmopolitan world everyone can agree on its impact but in the end just what
was enlightenment a cohesive philosophical project a discrete time period in
the life of the mind when the superstitions of the past were overthrown and
reason and equality came to the fore or an open ended intellectual process a
way of looking at the world and the human condition that continued long
after  the  eighteenth  century  ended  to  address  these  questions  pagden
introduces  us  to  some  of  the  unforgettable  characters  who  defined  the
enlightenment including david hume the scottish skeptic who advanced the
idea of a universal science of man françois marie arouet better known to the
world as voltaire the acerbic novelist and social critic who challenged the
authority of the catholic church and immanuel kant the reclusive german
philosopher for whom the triumph of a cosmopolitan world represented the
final  stage in  mankind s  evolution comprehensive in  his  analysis  of  this
heterogeneous  group  of  scholars  and  their  lasting  impact  on  the  world
pagden argues that enlightenment ideas go beyond the empire of reason to
involve the full recognition of the emotional ties that bind all human beings
together the human science developed by these eminent thinkers led to a
universalizing  vision  of  humanity  a  bid  to  dissolve  the  barriers  past
generations had attempted to erect between the different cultures of the
world a clear and compelling explanation of the philosophical underpinnings
of the modern world the enlightenment is a scintillating portrait of a period a
critical moment in history and a revolution in thought that continues to this
day praise for the enlightenment sweeping like being guided through a vast
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ballroom of rotating strangers by a confiding insider the washington post
fascinating the telegraph london a political tract for our time the wall street
journal for those who recognize the names hegel hume rousseau kant voltaire
and diderot but are unfamiliar with their thought anthony padgen provides a
fantastic introduction explaining the driving philosophies of the period and
placing their proponents in context padgen s belief that the enlightenment
made it possible for us to think beyond the narrow worlds into which we are
born is clearly and cogently presented publishers weekly starred review the
enlightenment really does still matter and with a combination of gripping
storytelling about colorful characters and lucid explanation of profound ideas
anthony pagden shows why steven pinker author of the better angels of our
nature and the blank slate

the enlightenment brings together the work of major enlightenment thinkers
such as hobbes rousseau diderot and kant to illustrate the full importance
and achievements of this period in history extracts are gathered thematically
into sections on such aspects of the enlightenment as political theory religion
and belief art and nature all essays are introduced and a final section on
critical reflections provides a selection of modern critical opinions on the
period  by  writers  including  foucault  habermas  and  lyotard  containing
illustrations from the work of artists such as hogarth and gainsborough a
chronology  of  the  enlightenment  and  a  detailed  bibliography  the
enlightenment is a rich source of information and inspiration for all those
studying this great period of change

the enlightenment of the late 17th and 18th century is characterized by an
emphasis on reason and empiricism as a major shaping philosophy of western
culture it  had a historical  impact on the religious cultural  academic and
social  institutions  of  18th  century  europe in  this  compelling  volume the
author  explores  the lasting impact  of  enlightenment  thinking on modern
western  societies  and  other  democracies  with  an  interdisciplinary
comparative  historical  approach  this  volume  explores  the  impact  of
enlightenment ideals such as liberty equality and social justice on current
social institutions combining sociological theory with concrete examples the
author  provides  a  unique  framework  for  understanding  modern  cultural
development  including  a  picture  of  how  it  would  look  without  this
enlightenment basis this work provides a multi faceted approach including an
historical  overview analysis  of  the  enlightenment  s  influence  on  modern
democratic societies modern culture political science civil society and the
economy as well as exploring the counter enlightenment post enlightenment
and neo enlightenment philosophies

the founders of the enlightenment in france are presented in this volume the
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author emphasizes the practice as well as practical humanism and examines
their fascination with science

for generations the traditional focus for those wishing to understand the
roots of the modern world has been france on the eve of the revolution porter
certainly  acknowledges  france  s  importance  but  here  makes  an
overwhelming  case  for  consideringbritain  the  true  home of  modernity  a
country  driven  by  an  exuberance  diversity  and  power  of  invention
comparable only to twentieth century america porter immerses the reader in
a society which recovering from the horrors of the civil war and decisively
reinvigorated by the revolution of 1688 had emerged as something new and
extraordinary a society unlike any other in the world

a  foundational  moment  in  the  history  of  modern  european  thought  the
enlightenment continues to be a reference point for philosophers scholars
and opinion formers to many it remains the inspiration of our commitments
to the betterment of the human condition to others it represents the elevation
of one set of european values to the world many of whose peoples have quite
different  values  but  what  is  the  relationship  between  the  historical
enlightenment  and  the  idea  of  enlightenment  and  can  these  two
understandings be reconciled in this very short introduction john robertson
offers a concise historical introduction to the enlightenment as an intellectual
movement  of  eighteenth  century  europe  discussing  its  intellectual
achievements he also explores how its supporters exploited new ways of
communicating their ideas to a wider public creating a new public sphere for
critical discussion of the moral economic and political issues facing their
societies about the series the very short introductions series from oxford
university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these
pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly
our  expert  authors  combine  facts  analysis  perspective  new  ideas  and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

from its beginnings as a loosely definable group of philosophical ideas to the
culmination of its revolutionary effect on public life in europe the age of
enlightenment  is  the  defining  intellectual  and  cultural  movement  of  the
modern world using reason as its core value the enlightenment believed that
progress and the betterment of the human condition was inevitable inside
you will read about the great thinkers of the enlightenment engaging with
religion  morality  in  the  age  of  enlightenment  society  in  the  age  of
enlightenment  science  and  political  economy the  enlightenment  and  the
public print culture and the press philosophies of the enlightenment gave
birth to the disciplines of political science economic theory sociology and
anthropology the disciplines that still form the basis of how we understand
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life  in  the  21st  century  a  bold  attack  on  the  church  the  state  and  the
monarchy the age of enlightenment was a direct challenge to the status quo
that sought freedom for all

the prestige of the enlightenment has declined in recent years many consider
its thinking abstract its art and poetry uninspiring and the assertion that it
introduced a new age of freedom and progress after centuries of darkness
and superstition presumptuous in this book an eminent scholar of modern
culture shows that the enlightenment was a more complex phenomenon than
most of its detractors and advocates assume it includes rationalist as well as
antirationalist tendencies a critique of traditional morality and religion as
well as an attempt to establish them on new foundations even the beginning
of a moral renewal and a spiritual revival the enlightenment s critique of
tradition was a necessary consequence of the fundamental modern principle
that we humans are solely responsible for the course of history hence we can
accept no belief no authority no institutions that are not in some way justified
this foundation for better or for worse determined the course of the following
centuries  despite  contemporary  reactions  against  it  the  enlightenment
continues to shape our own time and still distinguishes western culture from
any other

offers a comprehensive analysis of the european enlightenment circa 1720
1800 as both an historical epoch and a cultural formation this collection
begins with the intellectual origins of the enlightenment and spans early
formations up to both contemporary and modern critics of the enlightenment

the age of the enlightenment has a peculiar interest and value for the student
of  the  history  of  philosophy  the  philosophical  output  of  this  period  is
unusually rich and significant embracing as it does the classical writings of
locke berkeley hume leibniz rousseau and kant and therefore may well be
studied for the material which these separate contributions severally contain
but more than this the eighteenth century philosophy is a period in which a
great  movement  of  thought  is  exhibited  and  that  too  on  a  large  and
conspicuous stage england france germany form its settings it begins with
locke and is completed in kant and whatever significance kant may possess
for the philosophical world to day attaches also to this period for this period
served to open the way for the critical philosophy of the great master which
is its appropriate culmination

mr robertson is a splendid writer astoundingly versed in european letters and
gifted at vividly sketching the views of the enlighteners robertson armed with
a prodigious knowledge of the enlightenment s literary output has captured
the tone and spirit of this milieu wall street journal now in paperback a
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magisterial  history that recasts the enlightenment as a period not solely
consumed with rationale and reason but rather as a pursuit  of  practical
means to achieve greater human happiness one of the formative periods of
european and world history the enlightenment is the fountainhead of modern
secular western values religious tolerance freedom of thought speech and the
press of rationality and evidence based argument yet why over three hundred
years after it began is the enlightenment so profoundly misunderstood as
controversial the expression of soulless calculation the answer may be that to
an extraordinary extent we have accepted the account of the enlightenment
given by its  conservative enemies that enlightenment necessarily  implied
hostility to religion or support for an unfettered free market or that this was
the best of  all  possible worlds ritchie robertson goes back into the long
eighteenth century from approximately 1680 to 1790 to reveal what this
much debated period was really about robertson returns to the era s original
texts to show that above all the enlightenment was really about increasing
human happiness in this world rather than the next by promoting scientific
inquiry  and  reasoned  argument  in  so  doing  robertson  chronicles  the
campaigns mounted by some enlightened figures against evils like capital
punishment  judicial  torture  serfdom  and  witchcraft  trials  featuring  the
experiences of  major  figures like voltaire and diderot  alongside ordinary
people  who  lived  through  this  extraordinary  moment  in  answering  the
question what is enlightenment in 1784 kant famously urged men and women
above all to have the courage to use your own intellect robertson shows how
the  thinkers  of  the  enlightenment  did  just  that  seeking  a  well  rounded
understanding of humanity in which reason was balanced with emotion and
sensibility  drawing  on  philosophy  theology  historiography  and  literature
across the major western european languages the enlightenment is a master
class in big picture history about the foundational epoch of modern times

a comprehensive  reference guide  on the  eighteenth  century  time period
known as the enlightenment

a  diary  kept  by  a  boy  in  the  1790s  sheds  new  light  on  the  rise  of
autobiographical writing in the 19th century and sketches a panoramic view
of europe in the age of enlightenment the french revolution and the batavian
revolution  in  the  netherlands  provide  the  backdrop  to  this  study  which
ranges from changing perceptions of time space and nature to the thought of
jean jacques rousseau and its influence on such far flung fields as education
landscape gardening and politics the book describes the high expectations
people had of science and medicine and their disappointment at the failure of
these new branches of learning to cure the world of its ills

blamed for the bloody disasters of the 20th century auschwitz the gulags
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globalisation islamic terrorism heralded as the harbinger of reason equality
and the end of arbitrary rule the enlightenment has been nothing if  not
divisive to this day historians disagree over when it was where it was and
what  it  was  and sometimes  still  is  kieron  o  hara  deftly  traverses  these
conflicts presenting the history politics science religion arts and social life of
the enlightenment not as a simple set of easily enumerated ideas but an
evolving conglomerate that spawned a very diverse set of thinkers from the
radical rousseau to the conservative burke

in an unusually diverse collection margaret jacob presents the eighteenth
century movement known as the enlightenment that forever changed the
political religious and educational landscape of the day selections by some of
the period s most important thinkers include pieces by locke rousseau mary
wortley montagu denis  diderot  new additions to the document collection
include excerpts from peter bayle s historical and critical dictionary as well
as the indiscreet jewels diderot s novel set in the congo but clearly aimed at
the  french  court  jacob  covers  the  movement  s  lengthy  evolution  in  a
comprehensive  introduction  which  establishes  the  issues  central  to
understanding the documents and provides important background on the
political and social debates of the period

the late eighteenth century witnessed an explosion of intellectual activity in
scotland by such luminaries as david hume adam smith hugh blair william
robertson adam ferguson james boswell  and robert  burns and the books
written by these seminal thinkers made a significant mark during their time
in  almost  every  field  of  polite  literature  and higher  learning throughout
britain europe and the americas in this magisterial history richard b sher
breaks new ground for  our  understanding of  the enlightenment  and the
forgotten role of publishing during that period the enlightenment and the
book seeks to remedy the common misperception that such classics as the
wealth of nations and the life of samuel johnson were written by authors who
eyed  their  publishers  as  minor  functionaries  in  their  profession  to  the
contrary  sher  shows  how  the  process  of  bookmaking  during  the  late
eighteenth century involved a deeply complex partnership between authors
and their publishers one in which writers saw the book industry not only as
pivotal in the dissemination of their ideas but also as crucial to their dreams
of fame and monetary gain similarly sher demonstrates that publishers were
involved in the project of bookmaking in order to advance human knowledge
as well as to accumulate profits the enlightenment and the book explores this
tension  between  creativity  and  commerce  that  still  exists  in  scholarly
publishing today lavishly illustrated and elegantly conceived it will be must
reading for anyone interested in the history of the book or the production and
diffusion of enlightenment thought
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