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during recent years the financing of local government has become a key issue in developed countries this
book originally published in 1988 looks at attempts to reform local finance in the uk the usa canada
australia france norway sweden and the republic of ireland case studies of attempts to bolster or reform
local government finance cover a wide range of leading industrialised economies these are preceded by
theoretical chapters on the nature of fiscal federalism and fiscal crises followed by an international
overview of local taxing and spending

finance is a cornerstone of local government operations cutting across multiple departments within a unit
and defining the duties of many local government officials and employees this book provides an overview
of budgeting and financial management laws applicable to local governments and public authorities in
north carolina

local communities in all countries are increasingly aware of resource scarcity and are pressing for more
say in how funds are used developments in local government finance examines key issues for economists
interested in local government and in particular the functioning of institutions at regional and local levels
local government organization and finance are addressed from a variety of approaches by the authors who
critically examine the current intergovernmental distribution of responsibility for service provision and
revenue raising adopting a multilateral approach to theory and policy this major book stresses the need
for real and not just formal devolution and greater local accountability the contributors highlight how
instruments for financing local government and for pursuing interpersonal and geographical equity can
vary considerably between countries with broadly similar systems yet be surprisingly similar for countries
with quite different institutional arrangements particular reference is made to emerging problems in the
european union and the experience of switzerland a country where fiscal federalism and tax
harmonization are living together in a unique equilibrium of forces developments in local government
finance presents a major contribution to the understanding of local government and finance for both
students and practitioners

local government financeÿdoes not follow the conventional operational approach to local government
finance which typically focuses on issues such as revenue collection budgeting performance auditing and
accounting and debt administration instead it offers a broader systemic and multi level perspective by
assessing the governance model of local government finance for this purpose the authors compare and
contrast the south african model with the international experience the publication thus makes a significant
contribution to analysts and scholars in their sense making and knowledge production endeavours in this
field

this book carefully analyzes a large range of data on local government s income expenditure grants etc the
author focuses on the rise of these and other new challenges and explains clearly why pakistan must adopt
a more comprehensive and viable structure of local government

examining cutting edge issues of international relevance in the ongoing redesign of the south african local
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government fiscal system the contributors to this volume analyze the major changes that have taken place
since the demise of apartheid the 1996 constitution and subsequent legislation dramatically redefined the
public sector mandating the development of democratic local governments empowered to provide a wide
variety of key public services however the definition and implementation of new local functions and the
supporting democratic decision making and managerial capabilities are emerging more slowly than
expected
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