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Calvert John West

costa rica the spectacularly beautiful latin american nation stands out from its neighbors in its political climate economic stability and social progressiveness culture and

customs of costa rica is a superlative introduction to the modern costa rica which costa ricans compare in many ways to the united states helmuth who spent her formative

years in costa rica provides an outstanding overview of this unusual and dynamic nation s place in latin america featured topics include costa rica s legacy of social reform

religion social customs media literature art and the performing arts written with the highest scholarly standards but easily accessible to students and general readers this well

written source goes far beyond the travel guide fare in providing in depth information on this fascinating country culture and customs of costa rica begins with a discussion of

how the country is unique in latin america including its incredible biodiversity ethnic makeup history education policies and women s roles a chapter on religion covers

indigenous faiths and focuses on the predominant catholicism costa rican social customs such as national traits cuisine family roles and sports are presented engagingly

chapters on media literature and the arts bring to light costa rican institutions and cultural figures informative appendices and a glossary round out the text

the authors trace the evolution of costa rican culture and institutions from pre columbian times through the late 1990s particularly concerned with the change wrought by the

economic crisis of the 1980s they base their portrayal on interviews with costa ricans observations of many facets from coffee plantation work to the deliberations of the

legislature and readings of journalists essayists poets historians and others annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

situated between the caribbean sea and the pacific ocean costa rica is home to a diverse populace from its indigenous origins through spanish colonization the fight for

independence and modern globalization the country s history has shaped the rich cultural heritage of its people in this dynamic text readers will not only discover about costa

rica s art and cuisine but also how this unique nation is home to more than 5 percent of the world s biodiversity and that 25 percent of its land is national parks vivid

photographs bring the comprehensive content into sharp focus and reader friendly language clarifies complex concepts this book is an excellent supplement to elementary
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social studies curriculum

life began in the sea and even today most of the deep diversity of the planet is marine this is often forgotten especially in tropical countries like costa rica renowned for their

rain forests and the multitude of life forms found therein thus this book focusing on marine diversity of costa rica is particularly welcome how many marine species are there in

costa rica the authors report a total of 6 777 species or 3 5 of the world s total yet the vast majority of marine species have yet to be formally described recent estimates of the

numbers of species on coral reefs range from 1 9 million so that the true number of marine species in costa rica is certainly far higher in some groups the numbers are likely to

be vastly higher because to date they have been so little studied only one species of nematode is reported despite the fact that it has been said that nematodes are the most

diverse of all marine groups in better studied groups such as mollusks and crustaceans reported numbers are in the thousands but even in these groups many species remain

to be described indeed the task of describing marine species is daunting if there really are about 9 million marine species and costa rica has 3 5 of them then the total number

would be over 300 000 clearly so much remains to be done that new approaches are needed genetic methods have en mous promise in this regard

how did costa rica become central america s first successful democracy how does costa rican democracy work how does democracy survive despite regional turmoil foreign

intervention and economic crisis beginning with costa rica s history within the central american context john booth traces democratic development in costa rica through its

institutions rules of the political game parties elections and interest groups after a review of socioeconomic and political forces the author examines political participation and

culture political economy and foreign affairs the book s overview of costa rican politics is accessible and useful for students scholars and general readers

costa rica business law handbook strategic information and basic laws

personally researched by a longtime resident costa rica for dummies covers all the highlights of this fast changing country with recommended accommodations in every price

category insightful commentary and opinionated reviews details on san jose and the central valley the guanacaste area costa rica s gold coast the manuel antonio area the
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most popular ecotourism destination the monteverde area with its misty cloud forests and the rest of the country adventures to suit all ages and abilities swooping from treetop

platform to treetop platform on a canopy tour taking a dip in a jungle swimming hole or spotting playful spider monkeys as you hike through lush foliage

2011 updated reprint updated annually costa rica banking financial market handbook

concise yet thorough this engaging book provides an overview of the unique history of an increasingly important central american nation the history of costa rica provides a

thorough straightforward narrative of a central american country that has become increasingly more visible since the end of the 20th century written for students and the

general reader this book covers the nation from its pre colombian origins to the present day this chronologically organized volume documents the area s earliest inhabitants

then moves on through the colonial period the process of nation state formation in the 19th century the volatile period of liberal reform and the era of civil war and its aftermath

more recent times are also explored including the role of costa rica in the cold war the peace process of the 1980s and the development of the strong tourism industry that

flourishes today among the prominent themes running through the book are the unique historical development of the country the importance of its democratic tradition and costa

rica s role in a global context

costa rica land ownership and agricultural laws handbook strategic information and basicl regulations

describes the land people government and economy of costa rica

charming photographs from both urban and rural landscapes reveal the ethnic religious and ideological backgrounds of the costa rican people

this volume is a synthesis of existing knowledge about the flora and fauna of costa rica the major portion of the book consists of detailed accounts of agricultural species

vegetation amphibians reptiles mammals birds and insects this is an extraordinary virtually unique work the tremendous amount of original previously unpublished firsthand
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information is remarkable peter h raven director missouri botanical garden an essential resource for anyone interested in tropical biology it can be used both as an encyclopedia

a source of facts on specific organisms and as a source of ideas and generalizations about tropical ecology alan p smith ecology

using costa rica as a example longley carefully examines the development of the successful relationship between a nonindustrialized country and the united states revealing

the complex forces at work in resistance and accommodation during world war ii and the immediate postwar era both the united states and costa rica experienced dramatic

changes the united states assumed world leadership and the accompanying responsibilities costa rica encountered far reaching difficulties that culminated in the civil war of

1948 and the rise to power of josé figueres longley examines why the united states supported figueres and emphasizes the history and role of costa ricans primarily the

figueristas in maintaining good relations in such a difficult era figueres implemented economic and political nationalism which produced domestic and international tensions and

in spite of its rejection of similar policies in guatemala and iran the united states supported figueres against domestic and foreign threats

this book unravels the puzzle of costa rican exceptionalism tracing the nation s unique path from its pre columbian origins to its contemporary status as a beacon of peace and

environmentalism it explores how a nation once misnamed the rich coast by christopher columbus and later dismissed as the poorest province in the spanish empire cultivated

a distinct identity the narrative delves into how this colonial neglect paradoxically fostered a spirit of self reliance and a society of small landowners laying the groundwork for a

more egalitarian future a foundation that would be profoundly reshaped by the arrival of the grain of gold coffee which forged a new republic the story navigates the defining

moments that cemented the nation s character readers will journey through the late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessing the rise of the powerful united fruit company and

the creation of a unique banana enclave on the caribbean coast the book examines the social awakenings of the 1930s the landmark social reforms of the 1940s and the pivotal

event in modern costa rican history the brief but bloody civil war of 1948 from the ashes of this conflict rose the second republic and the audacious world changing decision to

abolish the armed forces a choice that would forever define the nation s commitment to peace and investment in human development from the founding of its celebrated welfare

state the narrative follows costa rica as it navigates the treacherous geopolitical currents of the cold war it details how the nation leveraged its neutrality to become a key
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player in regional diplomacy culminating in the nobel peace prize winning arias peace plan as the world changed so did costa rica transforming itself from a nation with one of

the world s highest deforestation rates into a global pioneer of ecotourism and conservation this account details the innovative policies and visionary thinking that allowed the

green republic to reverse environmental destruction and build a new economic model based on sustainability finally the book confronts the complexities of the 21st century it

explores how costa rica pivoted to become a hub for high tech industry the immense political fallout from corruption scandals that shattered the traditional two party system

and the social challenges posed by new waves of migration it provides a comprehensive and engaging account of how this small nation continues to grapple with the promise

and pressures of its pura vida identity offering a compelling look at a country that for all its modern challenges remains a powerful and inspiring alternative vision for the world
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