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volume iii of the official history of britain and the european community covers the divisions over europe
of the labour government 1975 79 and the controversies surrounding britain s relations with her eec
partners under margaret thatcher as the uk prepares to leave the european union this book is the story of
the stresses quarrels compromises and ambitions which contributed to an unhappy relationship between
the united kingdom and her european partners immediately after the 1975 referendum when the british
people voted by a large majority to stay in the european community the divisions in the labour party
over europe which had caused the referendum in the first place resurfaced as if nothing had changed
they dogged the beleaguered government of james callaghan and contributed to the defeat of the labour
party in the general election of 1979 margaret thatcher proclaimed herself a pro european prime
minister but her premiership too was governed by a succession of crises in britain s relations with her
partners as thatcher fought to redress the unfair budget deal britain had been forced to accept on
accession and then to secure her vision of a reformed outward looking economically liberal europe this
is also the story of personal relationships between thatcher and the successive leaders of germany france
and the united states it is told through the contemporary accounts of the period in the words ideas and
emotions of politicians and officials at the heart of government this work will be of much interest to
students of british politics european union history diplomacy and international relations in general
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