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historically and culturally the societies that produced still life painting could hardly be

more diverse what is it then that allows us to place such different types of image in a
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single category norman bryson argues that the family resemblances between the

different types of still life stem from their common portrayal of a level of material

culture that retains its fundamental outlines through long spans of time and across

the boundaries and divisions of national culture the culture of domestic routine and

the rituals of hospitality how this low plane reality is historically viewed and inflected

by the higher levels and discourses of the surrounding culture is the fundamental

subject of this book

in essays on the pleasure of death ellie ragland discusses the interconnection of freud

and lacan s theories while maintaining that crucial differences between them still exist

ragland argues however that lacan s return to freud gave coherence to concepts

which freud could never explain psychosis narcissism the body and the death drive

drawing  upon  lacan  s  untranslated  seminars  through  1981  ragland  analyzes  his

theories of the death drive and the concept of jouissance the driving force behind

language and libido along with her examination of lacanian theories about the body

meaning systems and how they shape reality ragland also discusses the ethical

problems of psychoanalysis  and the ways in which lacan s work points to the

inadequacies of terms like sexuality and gender

essays on music art pop culture literature and politics by the renowned essayist and

observer of contemporary life now collected together for the first time the uncollected

essays of elizabeth hardwick is a companion collection to the collected essays a book

that proved a revelation of what for many had been an open secret that elizabeth

hardwick was one of the great american literary critics and an extraordinary stylist in

her own right the thirty five pieces that alex andriesse has gathered here none

previously featured in volumes of hardwick s work make it clear that her powers

extended far beyond literary criticism encompassing a vast range of subjects from

new york city  to faye dunaway from wagner  s parsifal  to leonardo da vinci  s

inventions and from the pleasures of summertime to grits soufflé in these often

surprising always well wrought essays we see hardwick s passion for people and

places her politics her thoughts on feminism and her ability especially from the 1970s

on to write well about seemingly anything

approaches abound to help us beneficially enjoyably read fiction poetry and drama

here for the first time is a book that aims to do the same for the essay g douglas

atkins performs sustained readings of more than twenty five major essays explaining

how we can appreciate and understand what this currently resurgent literary form

reveals about the art of living atkins s readings cover a wide spectrum of writers in

the  english  language  and  his  readings  are  themselves  essays  gracefully  written

engaged and engaging atkins starts with the earliest british practitioners of the form
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including  francis  bacon  john  dryden  alexander  pope  and  samuel  johnson

transcendentalist writers henry david thoreau and ralph waldo emerson are included

as are works by americans james baldwin zora neale hurston and e b white atkins

also provides readings of a number of contemporary essayists among them annie

dillard scott russell sanders and cynthia ozick many of the readings are of essays that

atkins  has used successfully  in  the classroom with  undergraduate  and graduate

students for many years in his introduction atkins offers practical advice on the

specific demands essays make and the unique opportunities they offer especially for

college courses the book ends with a note on the writing of essays furthering the

author s contention that reading should not be separated from writing reading essays

continues  in  the  tradition  of  such  definitive  texts  as  understanding  poetry  and

understanding fiction throughout atkins reveals the joy delight grace freedom and

wisdom of the glorious essay

richard ellmann s scholarly work is notable for its striking liveliness and clarity and its

genuine illumination of the writers and works with which he dealt his life of james

joyce published in 1959 received more commendation and critical praise than any

previous literary biography

ellmann s sensitivity to what it meant to be an artist shaped his work from the outset

the life of an artist differs from the lives of other persons in that its events are

becoming artistic sources even as they command his present attention instead of

allowing each day pushed back by the next to lapse into imprecise memory he

shapes again the experiences which have shaped him richard ellmann died in 1987 his

life and work have touched the lives of many some of the essays in this collection

commemorate richard ellmann and his committment to twentieth century literature

most provide a continuing investigation of the twentieth century literature to which he

devoted his carrer contributors include alison armstrong daniel albright christopher

butler carol cantrell jonathan culler elizabeth butler cullingford andonis decavelles rupin

desai susan dick terence diggory terry eagleton rosita fanto charles feidelson james

flannery charles huttar bruce johnson john kelleher brendan kennelly frank kermode

declan  kiberd  peter  kuch  bruce  johnson  james  laughlin  a  walton  litz  dominic

manganiello ellsworth mason christie mcdonald dougald mcmillan sean o mordha

vivian mercier mary t reynolds william k robertson joseph ronsley s p rosenbaum ann

saddlemyer  sylvan  schendler  daniel  schneider  fritz  senn  jon  stallworthy  lonnie

weatherby thomas whitaker and elaine yarosky

reveals the significance of hume s essays for philosophical questions about human life

and its individual and social progress

an analysis of novelistic explorations of modernism in mathematics and its cultural
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interrelations

a contradictory sort of fellow will durant in his congenial the story of philosophy

describes bertrand russell as resolved to be hard headed because he knows he can

not be this is a bit unfair as it doesn t really take into account russell s philosophy

merely the man but the two are so hard to separate basically russell believes that

mysticism is the inspirer of what is best in man but that it is absolutely muddle

headed and has lead mankind down numerous philosophic blind alleys in the past

thousand or so years he was a mathematical genius wrote prose that could cut like a

razor blade concerning the most abstruse subjects in a manner understandable to

most laymen and was a profound skeptic in re matters religious this latter got him

into all kinds of trouble with women s societies and the like back in the earlier part of

the century and actually got him fired from the city college of new york so he packed

his bags and went to teach at harvard you see he was a british aristocrat an earl and

all  this  rabble rousing by the hoi  polloi  was really  a non issue for  him in his

autobiography he recounts how his mother always told him never follow a crowd to

do evil russell never followed a crowd to do anything all this biographical elaboration

is to help readers understand the man who wrote this book which in a nutshell

praises  the  mystical  impulse  in  its  pure  unadulterated form while  deploring  the

aforementioned philosophical  muddles  to  which it  leads and on the other  hand

glorifies justly the english schools of empirical logic and the scientific progress to

which they have lead one can hardly look at this computer screen and deny this claim

all this in a lucid and thoroughly enjoyable prose yes russell has seen his days of

celebrity come and go as well as his days in general one might add but if you chance

by a wizened looking professor loaded down with heavyweight tomes on metaphysical

systems you might get a rather surprising response if you mention bertie russell in his

day russell was the mick jagger of philosophy and coeds used to quarrel over who

got to bed down with him that night when he came to lecture that the stuff a good

proportion of their professors were teaching was quite literally nonsense and just

think he got away with it all what fun

russell explains his theory of logical atomism in 10 brilliant essays which include

popular treatments of religious and educational issues as well  as more technical

examinations of problems of logic
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