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a thorough explanation of how the capitalist system creates simultaneous hunger
and obesity

there is no problem more baffling to the academic world than the problem of
consciousness it s fair to say that no academic has any clue at all about what
consciousness  is  in  fact  academics  have  totally  confused  it  with  something
radically different namely sentience the problem that faces the academic world is
the  insurmountable  one  of  how you  get  lifeless  mindless  purposeless  objects
material atoms to manifest subjectivity it s a category error to imagine that matter
can provide any answers to the foundational issues of mind academics believe that
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to answer the problem of subjectivity is thereby to solve the hard problem of
consciousness in fact the problem of subjectivity sentience is totally different from
the problem of consciousness to understand why simply ponder all of the following
statements 1 animals are sentient but not conscious 2 human babies are sentient
but not conscious 3 humans who never encountered another human are sentient
but  not  conscious  4  sleepwalking  humans  are  sentient  but  not  conscious  the
problem of sentience is drastically different from the problem of consciousness and
if  you conflate  the two you have immediately  set  yourself  an impossible  task
especially if you make any attempt to solve these problems within the framework
of materialism i e the ideology of anti mind to understand what consciousness
actually is it s essential to understand the difference in the world of sleep between
dreaming and lucid dreaming exactly the same dichotomy is present in the waking
world a  sleepwalker  is  a  person who can do complex tasks such as  riding a
motorbike for half an hour without any consciousness a conscious version of a
sleepwalker engages in what we refer to as lucid waking lucid waking is the key to
consciousness the fact is that consciousness is not an inherent property of human
individuals it s not built into them it s acquired just as some people acquire the
ability to become lucid dreamers since sleepwalkers could do many of the same
things as conscious individuals the question is invited of why consciousness is
required at all if you don t know what consciousness is how can you expand your
consciousness to the maximum wouldn t you like to be maximally conscious think
of the power you would have

examining the interdependent nature of substance space and subjectivity this book
constitutes an interdisciplinary analysis of the intoxication indigenous to what has
been termed our narcotic modernity the first section drug culture demonstrates
how the body of the addict and the social body of the city are both inscribed by
controlled substance positing addiction as a pathology out of place that is specific
to the late capitalist urban landscape the second section dope sick conducts a
critique of the prevailing pathology paradigm of addiction proposing in its place a
theoretical reconceptualization of drug dependence in the terms of p re in scription
remapping the successive stages or phases of our narcotic modernity the third
section narco state delineates three primary eras of narcotic modernity including
the contemporary city of safe supervised consumption employing an experimental
intra textual format the fourth section brain disease mimics the sense state or
scape of intoxication accompanying each permutation of narcotic modernity in the
interchangeable terms of drug dream and or disease tracing the parallel evolution
of addiction the late capitalist cityscape and the pathological project of modernity
the four parts of this book thus together constitute a users guide to urban space

the fall of the berlin wall in 1989 signalled the end of not just communism but also
of capitalism the removal of its dialectical cold war enemy allowed capitalism to
release the brakes and bring about  an enormous transfer  of  wealth from the
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ordinary  people  to  the  privileged  elite  it  is  estimated  that  the  richest  400
americans are worth as much as the 150 million poorest americans these figures
spell doom for capitalism the arrogance of the super rich now rivals that of the
french aristocracy in 1789 the elite create a society of the spectacle full of images
of perfection and of captivating beguiling events staged on a monumental scale the
people  entranced  worship  at  the  cathedrals  of  capitalism  the  situationist
international  the dada movement  the futurists  and the punk rockers  were all
revolutionary groups of the twentieth century who opposed the ruling order has
their  time  come  again  the  new  world  order  envisioned  by  the  pythagorean
illuminati is based on meritocracy

this insightful and provocative journey through spiritual landscapes explores the
ways  in  which  spiritualities  of  life  have  been  experienced  and  understood  in
western society and argues that today s myriad forms of holistic spirituality are
helping us to find balance in face of the stifling demands of twenty first century
living an enlightening book which explores the ways in which spirituality has been
experienced and valued in western society traces the development of  modern
spirituality from the origins of romanticism in the eighteenth century through to
the counter cultural sixties and on to the wellbeing culture of today explores the
belief that modern spirituality is merely an extension of capitalism in which people
consume spirituality without giving anything back contends that much of the wide
range of popular mind body spirit practices are really an ethically charged force
for the good life helping us to find balance in the demands of twenty first century
living written by an acknowledged world leader working in the field completes a
trilogy of books including the spiritual revolution 2005 with linda woodhead and
the new age movement 1996 charting the rise and influence of spirituality today

this book presents an original and engaging look at contemporary popular culture
opening with the provocative idea that this is a day and age of complete exhaustion
of ideas images stories and myths questioning the effects of content recycling in
cinema and other  media  the  author  further  elaborates  on the  repurposing of
cultural  junk the reassembling of  narratives and myths the thought provoking
hypothesis proposed in this research is that we have entered an age of cultural
promiscuity by analyzing the mutations of myth making practices and connecting
them with larger cultural manifestations the author explains these transformations
as  integral  to  the  development  of  a  myth  illogical  imagination  cinematic  and
mythological representations in mainstream hollywood films have reached a point
of amalgamation with no return which marks the beginning of a fourth age of
representations where signs and meanings are manifested in illogical permutations
this is more explicit  in films that commingle aliens cowboys undead american
presidents  and  zombie  nazis  joining  together  in  the  same  narrative  ghosts
werewolves and vampires aggregating disjoined storylines and historical fake facts
all  coalesced  in  an  orgy  of  empty  burlesque  and  infantile  masquerades  this
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interdisciplinary research combines cultural studies film criticism art and myth
interpretations bringing into the debate multiple concepts from related fields such
as  critical  theory  and  media  criticism  the  book  also  opens  up  to  innovative
approaches  from  a  wide  array  of  academic  disciplines  offering  researchers
students and those fascinated by the transformations happening in contemporary
cinema an interpretative tool based on a revised dialectic approach the conclusion
is that we are now victims of a zombie semiotics meaning making in contemporary
culture politics and aesthetics is dominated by a process of incessant desecration
of significations specific to the total mishmash of representations analyzed here

when we first asked what is your one demand it sparked a major mindshift and
now even while the world s mis leaders seem hell bent on collective destruction
the 99 the global majority belong to a mighty grassroots insurgency a third force
borderless leaderless beyond left and right in his new book to ignite the left kalle
lasn outlines adbusters vision for a thinkable future a blueprint for a revolution
against collapse on a whole new front the business as usual world will soon be
gone from metameme to metameme he asserts revolution is a force that gives life
meaning this book asks where do you want to go his manifesto is the new flocking
signal

for undergraduate courses in deviance social deviance and deviance and society
this collection of classic and contemporary readings in social deviance provides a
balanced overview of theories concepts and research it can serve as either a stand
alone reader or a supplement to a major text new replaced dated or less relevant
material  with  4  new  articles  new  modified  section  presenting  theoretical
perspectives with the addition of new pieces representing developments in both
feminist  scholarship and the labeling perspective new added new readings on
professional misconduct by psychotherapists and on statutory rape introductions to
each  major  section  summarizes  the  readings  and  places  them  into  larger
theoretical and substantive contexts specific deviant behaviors examined also the
research issues in studying them and the application theories to specific behavior
through the use of various research methodologies

the tension dynamic offers a hard hitting and sobering analysis of the meaning
behind today s global relationships taking a panoramic whirlwind tour through the
history of humanity the book visits such diverse topics as communism gold and the
nature of stock markets

in this volume jeremy taylor focuses on the recent changes in the u s banking
system analyzing the underlying reasons for these changes and proposing solutions
to problems currently faced by the industry arguing that the banking industry is
the  medium  through  which  pressures  are  transmitted  from  one  part  of  the
economy to another taylor shows that public lack of confidence in banking brought
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on by crises such as the bailout of the savings and loan industry can translate into
a serious lack of confidence in the economy as a whole he fully examines the
current banking crisis against the background of historical changes in u s banking
demonstrating that banking change in this country is most often crisis driven due
primarily  to  the failure  of  the legislature and the government  to  solve  major
problems before they become major crises the considerable influence of politics on
the u s banking system is also explored in depth divided into three parts the book
begins by examining the process of change in american banking taylor explores the
role and significance of change in banking offers a historical overview of the five
major banking crises that have occurred since 1779 and discusses the theory of
banking change in the second section the author looks at the problems caused by
banking change particular attention is given to the present banking crisis and the
insolvency  of  southern  savings  and  loan  institutions  finally  taylor  addresses
possible solutions to the problems of  banking change before offering his  own
proposals he demonstrates the relevance of alexander hamilton s ideas on banking
to the present day situation and compares the u s banking system with other major
international banking centers he concludes by calling for the creation of a new
financial instrument that would allow investors to share in the ownership of bank
loans for amending the glass steagal act and for the creation of debt reduction
summits  for  the m jor  debtor  nations  of  the third world  students  of  banking
policymakers and banking executives will find taylor an important new voice in
debates about the causes of and solutions to the current banking crisis
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