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h w koch himself a former hitler youth brings a unique sensitivity and perspective to the history of one of the most fascinating
vehicles for nazi thought and propaganda he traces the hitler youth movement from its antecedents in nineteenth century german
romanticism and pre 1914 youth culture through the world war i radicaliztion of german youth to its ultimate exploitation by the nazi
party

when the german wehrmacht swarmed across eastern europe an elite corps followed close at its heels along with the ss and gestapo
the ordnungspolizei or uniformed police played a central role in nazi genocide that until now has been generally neglected by
historians of the war beginning with the invasion of poland the uniformed police were charged with following the army to curb
resistance pacify the countryside patrol jewish ghettos and generally maintain order in the conquered territories edward westermann
examines how this force emerged as a primary instrument of annihilation responsible for the murder of hundreds of thousands of the
third reich s political and racial enemies in hitler s police battalions he reveals how the institutional mindset of these ordinary
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policemen allowed them to commit atrocities without a second thought to uncover the story of how the german national police were
fashioned into a corps of political soldiers westermann reveals initiatives pursued before the war by heinrich himmler and kurt
daluege to create a culture within the existing police forces that fostered anti semitism and anti communism as institutional norms
challenging prevailing interpretations of german culture westermann draws on extensive archival research including the testimony of
former policemen to illuminate this  transformation and the callous organizational  culture that  emerged purged of  dissidents
indoctrinated to  idolize  hitler  and trained in  military  combat  these  police  battalions  often  numbering  several  hundred men
repeatedly conducted actions against jews slavs gypsies asocials and other groups on their own initiative even when they had the
choice not to in addition to documenting these atrocities westermann examines cooperation between the ordnungspolizei and the ss
and gestapo and the close relationship between police and wehrmacht in the conduct of the anti partisan campaign of annihilation
throughout westermann stresses the importance of ideological indoctrination and organizational initiatives within specific groups it
was the organizational culture of the uniformed police he maintains and not german culture in general that led these men to commit
genocide hitler s police battalions provides the most complete and comprehensive study to date of this neglected branch of himmler
s ss and police empire and adds a new dimension to our understanding of the holocaust and the war on the eastern front

foreword by beryl bainbridge now a major tv documentary this is the shocking tale of hitler s british nephew and the astonishing pact
made by his descendant s to ensure that his genes dies out based on years spent researching the little known descendents of history s
most hated man and featuring previously unpublished fbi files and interviews with his surviving blood relatives this amazing book not
only chronicles the life of hitler s loathsome nephew but offers great insight into the stigma of being related to such a notorious
figure

they were foot soldiers and officers they served in the regular army and the waffen ss and remarkably they were also jewish at least
as defined by hitler s infamous race laws pursuing the thread he first unraveled in hitler s jewish soldiers bryan rigg takes a closer
look at the experiences of wehrmacht soldiers who were classified as jewish in this long awaited companion volume he presents
interviews with twenty one of these men whose stories are both fascinating and disturbing as many as 150 000 jews and partial jews
or mischlinge served often with distinction in the german military during world war ii the men interviewed for this volume portray a
wide range of experiences some came from military families some had been raised christian revealing in vivid detail how they fought
for a government that robbed them of their rights and sent their relatives to extermination camps yet most continued to serve since
resistance would have cost them their lives and they mistakenly hoped that by their service they could protect themselves and their
families the interviews recount the nature and extent of their dilemma the divided loyalties under which many toiled during the nazi
years and afterward and their sobering reflections on religion and the holocaust including what they knew about it at the time rigg
relates each individual s experiences following the establishment of hitler s race laws shifting between vivid scenes of combat and the
increasingly threatening situation on the home front for these men and their family members their stories reveal the constant tension
in their lives how some tried to hide their identities and how a few were even aryanized as part of hitler s effort to retain reliable
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soldiers including field marshal erhard milch three star general helmut wilberg and naval commander bernhard rogge chilling
compelling almost beyond belief these stories depict crises of conscience under the most stressful circumstances lives of hitler s jewish
soldiers deepens our understanding of the complex intersection of nazi race laws and german military service both before and during
world war ii

in 1940 the us army signal intelligence service broke the japanese diplomatic code in 1975 oshima hiroshi japan s ambassador to
berlin during world war ii died never knowing that the hundreds of messages he transmitted to tokyo had been fully decoded by the
americans and whisked off to washington providing a major source of information for the allies on nazi activities

stalin had never been able to shake off the nightmare of adolf hitler just as in 1941 he refused to understand that hitler had broken
their non aggression pact he was in 1945 unwilling to believe that the dictator had committed suicide in the debris of the berlin
bunker in his paranoia stalin ordered his secret police the nkvd precursor to the kgb to explore in detail every last vestige of the
private life of the only man he considered a worthy opponent and to clarify beyond doubt the circumstances of his death for months
two captives of the soviet army otto guensche hitler s adjutant and heinz linge his personal valet were interrogated daily their stories
crosschecked until the nkvd were convinced that they had the fullest possible account of the life of the fü in 1949 they presented their
work in a single copy to stalin it is as remarkable for the depth of its insight into adolf hitler from his specific directions to linge as to
how his body was to be burned to his sense of humor as for what it does not say reflecting the prejudices of the intended reader
joseph stalin nowhere for instance does the dossier criticize hitler s treatment of the jews today the 413 page original of stalin s
personal biography of hitler is a kremlin treasure and it is said to be held in president putin s safe the only other copy made by order
of stalin s successor nikita khrushchev in 1959 was deposited in moscow party archives under the code number 462a it was there that
henrik eberle and matthias uhl two german historians found it available to the public in full for the first time the hitler book presents
a captivating astonishing and deeply revealing portrait of hitler stalin and the mutual antagonism of these two dictators who
between them wrought devastation on the european continent

challenging previous accounts megargee shatters the myth that german generals would have prevailed in world war ii if only hitler
had not meddled in their affairs instead he observes that the military s strategic ideas were no better than hitler s and often were
worse 20 photos

on the murderous road to racial purity hitler encountered unexpected detours largely due to his own crazed views and inconsistent
policies regarding jewish identity after centuries of jewish assimilation and intermarriage in german society he discovered that
eliminating jews from the rest of the population was more difficult than he d anticipated as bryan rigg shows in this provocative new
study nowhere was that heinous process more fraught with contradiction and confusion than in the german military contrary to
conventional views rigg reveals that a startlingly large number of german military men were classified by the nazis as jews or partial
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jews mischlinge in the wake of racial laws first enacted in the mid 1930s rigg demonstrates that the actual number was much higher
than previously thought perhaps as many as 150 000 men including decorated veterans and high ranking officers even generals and
admirals as rigg fully documents for the first time a great many of these men did not even consider themselves jewish and had
embraced the military as a way of life and as devoted patriots eager to serve a revived german nation in turn they had been
embraced by the wehrmacht which prior to hitler had given little thought to the race of these men but which was now forced to look
deeply into the ancestry of its soldiers the process of investigation and removal however was marred by a highly inconsistent
application of nazi law numerous exemptions were made in order to allow a soldier to stay within the ranks or to spare a soldier s
parent spouse or other relative from incarceration or far worse hitler s own signature can be found on many of these exemption
orders but as the war dragged on nazi politics came to trump military logic even in the face of the wehrmacht s growing manpower
needs closing legal loopholes and making it virtually impossible for these soldiers to escape the fate of millions of other victims of the
third reich based on a deep and wide ranging research in archival and secondary sources as well as extensive interviews with more
than four hundred mischlinge and their relatives rigg s study breaks truly new ground in a crowded field and shows from yet another
angle the extremely flawed dishonest demeaning and tragic essence of hitler s rule

summarizes recent research and refers to primary sources with the intention to counter over simplified views of the monolithic
totalitarian nazi state ch 9 pp 183 202 the persecution of the jews in germany and foreign lands sketches the history of antisemitism
particularly in germany describing the transition from religious to racial antisemitism and the increase in antisemitism after world
war i surveys nazi anti jewish policy after 1933 and the final solution in reference to the historians debate concludes that whereas the
functionalist theory may explain other aspects of the nazi state in antisemitic policy documentary evidence leads us back to
intentionalism

what  made six  ordinary  men instigate the terrifying criminal  nazi  regime throughout  german society  and beyond with  such
enthusiasm and diligence supported by recently discovered files from all over the world and interviews with former nazi members and
victims guido knopp examines the background and activities of some of hitler s right hand men here is adolf eichmann who arranged
the deportation of jews in crowded trains before sentencing thousands to a terrifying death as part of the final solution martin
bormann hitler s secretary and deputy who controlled sensitive papers to influence government policy joachim von ribbentrop hitler s
foreign advisor roland friesler known as the hanging judge on account of his brutality in administrating nazi law baldur von schirach
leader of the hitler youth movement and joseph mengele the doctor involved in the bizarre genetic experiments on concentration
camp prisoners these very different people all shared an awestruck dedication to hitler and a deep hatred of the jews

in spring 1945 as the russians moved on berlin and it became clear the nazi cause was lost adolf hitler assured his most trusted
henchmen that even if he were to die the seed of national socialism will grow again one day in a radiant rebirth several times after
the war the distinguished author peter wyden himself a victim of the nazis returned to germany to discover to his dismay that hitler s
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prediction was all too true in these unsettling pages wyden documents the reality that the hitler virus is still very much alive a
harrowing companion to daniel goldhagen s hitler s willing executioners this book is wyden s legacy to the world

study of the battle of the bulge

the jewish vice president of the biggest publishing concern in germany tells his story of why he had to give it up and get out of hitler
s germany

provides information about hitler on a variety of subjects with a chronology included
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