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ready to use high interest stories with mini lessons and activities that help students understand

literary elements and use them effectively in their writing

this grammar provides the first comprehensive grammatical description of moloko a chadic language

spoken by about 10 000 speakers in northern cameroon the grammar was developed from hours and
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years that the authors spent at friends houses hearing and recording stories hours spent listening to
the tapes and transcribing the stories then translating them and studying the language through them
time was spent together and with others speaking the language and talking about it translating
resources and talking to moloko people about them grammar and phonology discoveries were made
in the office in the fields while working and at gatherings in the process the four authors have
become more and more passionate about the moloko language and are eager to share their
knowledge about it with others intriguing phonological aspects of moloko include the fact that words
have a consonantal skeleton and only one underlying vowel but with ten phonetic variants the
simplicity of the vowel system contrasts with the complexity of the verb word which can include
information in addition to the verbal idea about subject direct object semantic theme indirect object
recipient or beneficiary direction location aspect imperfective and perfective mood indicative irrealis
iterative and perfect aspect some of the fascinating aspects about the grammar of moloko include
transitivity issues question formation presupposition and the absence of simple adjectives as a
grammatical class most verbs are not inherently transitive or intransitive but rather the semantics is
tied to the number and type of core grammatical relations in a clause morphologically two types of
verb pronominals indicate two kinds of direct object both are found in ditransitive clauses noun
incorporation of special body part nouns in some verbs adds another grammatical argument and
changes the lexical characteristics of the verb clauses of zero transitivity can occur in main clauses
due to the use of dependent verb forms and ideophones question formation is interesting in that the
interrogative pronoun is clause final for most constructions the clause will sometimes be
reconfigured so that the interrogative pronoun can be clause final expectation is a foundational pillar
for moloko grammar three types of irrealis mood relate to speaker s expectation concerning the
accomplishment of an event clauses are organised around the concept of presupposition through the
use of the na construction known or expected elements are marked with the na particle there are no

simple adjectives in moloko all adjectives are derived from nouns the authors invite others to further
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explore the intricacies of the phonology and grammar of this intriguing language

its pages come alive with wonderful illustrative material coupled with sensitve and insightful
commentary reviews in anthropology the scope breadth and lucidity of this excellent study confirm
that okpewho is undoubtedly the most important authority writing on african oral literature right now
research in african literatures truly a tour de force of individual scholarship world literature today
excellent african affairs a thorough synthesis of the main issues of oral literature criticism as well as
a grounding in experienced fieldwork a wide ranging theoretical base and a clarity of argument rare
among academics multicultural review this is a breathtakingly ambitious project harold scheub a
definitive accounting of the evidence of living oral traditions in africa today professor okpewho s
authority as an expert in this important new field is unrivaled gregory nagy isidore okpewho s
african oral literature is a marvelous piece of scholarship and wide ranging research it presents the
most comprehensive survey of the field of oral literature in africa emmanuel obiechina a tour de
force of scholarship in which okpewho casts his net across the african continent searching for its
verbal forms through voluminous recent writings and presents african oral literature in a new voice
proclaiming the literariness of african folklore dan ben amos this is an outstanding book by a scholar
whose work has already influenced how african literature should be conceived professor okpewho is
a scholar with a special talent to nurture scholarship in others after this work african literature will
never be the same mazisi kunene isidore okpewho for many years professor of english at the
university of ibadan is one of the handful of african scholars who has facilitated the growth of
african oral literature to its status today as a literary enterprise concerned with the artistic
foundations of human culture this comprehensive critical work firmly establishes oral literature as a
landmark of high artistic achievement and situates it within the broader framework of contemporary

african culture

muslims beyond the arab world explores the vibrant tradition of writing african languages using the
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modified arabic script ajami alongside the rise of the muridiyya sufi order in senegal the book
demonstrates how the development of the ajami literary tradition is entwined with the flourishing of
the muridiyya into one of sub saharan africa s most powerful and dynamic sufi organizations it
offers a close reading of the rich hagiographic and didactic written recited and chanted ajami texts of
the muridiyya works largely unknown to scholars the texts describe the life and sufi odyssey of the
order s founder shaykh ahmadu bamba mbakke 1853 1927 his conflicts with local rulers and muslim
clerics and the french colonial administration and the traditions and teachings he championed that
permanently shaped the identity and behaviors of his followers fallou ngom evaluates prevailing
representations of the muridiyya movement and offers alternative perspectives he demonstrates how
the mur ds used their written recited and chanted ajami materials as an effective mass
communication tool in conveying to the masses bamba s poignant odyssey doctrine the virtues he
stood for and cultivated among his followers self esteem self reliance strong faith work ethic pursuit
of excellence determination nonviolence and optimism in the face of adversity without the
knowledge of the french colonial administration and many academics muslims beyond the arab
world argues that this is the source of the resilience appeal and expansion of muridiyya which has

fascinated observers since its inception in 1883

new york magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the new york herald tribune and
quickly made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country with award
winning writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion
the magazine s consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement

of the city itself while celebrating new york as both a place and an idea

new york magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the new york herald tribune and
quickly made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country with award

winning writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion
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the magazine s consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement

of the city itself while celebrating new york as both a place and an idea

includes entries for maps and atlases

picture books are an integral part of every early childhood and primary educator s classroom but
their value extends far beyond the primary years a reader is never too old to enjoy a good picture

book
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