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this special issue of research in social movements conflicts and change reflects upon global student and youth activism 50 years after the

shooting of student activists protesting against the us wars in se asia at kent state university providing the needed space for the narratives of

those who have fought and continue to fight for change

discusses the shooting deaths of kent state university students by the national guard in 1970 and the iconic photograph that became a symbol of

the antiwar movement

tells the shocking story behind the cover up of the may 4 1970 slayings of four students at kent state university

an in depth history of the pivotal event in colonial america as well as its causes competing narratives and evolving memories on the night of

march 5 1770 british soldiers fired into a crowd gathered in front of boston s custom house killing five people denounced as an act of

unprovoked violence and villainy the event that came to be known as the boston massacre is one of the most familiar incidents in american

history yet one of the least understood eric hinderaker revisits this dramatic episode examining in forensic detail the facts of that fateful night

the competing narratives that molded public perceptions at the time and the long campaign afterward to transform the tragedy into a touchstone
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of american identity when parliament stationed two thousand british troops in boston beginning in 1768 resentment spread rapidly among the

populace steeped in traditions of self government and famous for their yankee independence bostonians were primed to resist the imposition

living up to their reputation as britain s most intransigent north american community they refused compromise and increasingly interpreted their

conflict with britain as a matter of principle relations between britain and the north american colonies deteriorated precipitously after the

shooting at  the custom house and it  soon became the catalyzing incident that  placed boston in the vanguard of the patriot  movement

fundamental uncertainties about the night s events cannot be resolved but the larger significance of the boston massacre extends from the era of

the american revolution to our own time when the use of violence in policing crowd behavior has once again become a pressing public issue

praise for boston s massacre george washington prize finalist winner of the society of the cincinnati prize fascinating hinderaker s meticulous

research shows that the boston massacre was contested from the beginning its meanings have plenty to tell us about america s identity past and

present wall street journal hinderaker brilliantly unpacks the creation of competing narratives around a traumatic and confusing episode of

violence with deft insight careful research and lucid writing he shows how the bloodshed in one boston street became pivotal to making and

remembering a revolution that created a nation alan taylor author of american revolutions seldom does a book appear that compels its readers to

rethink a signal event in american history it s even rarer to accomplish so formidable a feat in prose of sparkling clarity and grace boston s

massacre is a gem fred anderson author of crucible of war

the reverberations of the rifle shots that killed four students on may 4 1970 echoed across the nation and beyond nowhere perhaps did they echo
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with more persistence and poignancy than at the place where it happened the kent state university campus for more than ten years the university

s name has been a symbol of the sixties protest movements as the causes of the event were debated lawsuits embroiled participants and victims

and concerned people struggled for appropriate means for remembrance and commemoration each issue leading to further if less violent

arguments demonstrations and confrontations the may 4 episode has been recounted many times in many ways the events of the succeeding

years particularly as they affected the community in which they happened are less well documented as event and as symbol kent state may 4

means many things to many people this unique collection of essays and personal interviews presents a broad spectrum of these viewpoints in

recounting the events of may 4 and those of the aftermath years the result is a composite history from the perspectives of many of those who

lived it a reflection of the differing ideological stances and life experiences characteristic of that tumultuous era in american history
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