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the french army s war in algeria has always aroused passions this book does not
whitewash the atrocities committed by both sides rather it focuses on the conflict
itself a perspective assisted by the french republic s official admission in 1999 that
what happened in algeria was indeed a war

the algerian war 1954 62 was one of the most prolonged and violent examples of
decolonization at times horribly savage it was an undeclared war in the sense that
no formal declaration of hostilities was ever made bringing to an end one hundred
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and thirty two years of french rule the algerian struggle caused the fall of six french
prime ministers the collapse of the fourth republic  and expulsion of one million
french settlers this volume bringing together leading experts in the field focuses on
one of the key actors in the drama the french army they show that the algerian war
was just as much about conflicts of ideas beliefs and loyalties as it was about simple
military operations in this way the collection goes beyond polemic and recrimination
to explore the many and varied nuances of what was one of the historically most
important of the grand style colonial wars

the foundations of the algerian war were laid more than a century before the first
shots  were  fired  in  november  1954  rooted  in  the  peculiar  nature  of  french
colonization in north africa and the complex relationship between colonizers and
colonized  that  developed  over  generations  unlike  other  french  colonies  that
maintained clear distinctions between metropolitan france and overseas territories
algeria was legally incorporated as an integral part of france itself divided into three
départements that were theoretically equal to any department in mainland france
this  administrative  fiction  would  prove  to  be  both  the  source  of  french
determination  to  retain  algeria  and  the  fundamental  contradiction  that  made
peaceful resolution of nationalist demands nearly impossible the french conquest of
algeria began in 1830 when charles x s government seeking to distract attention
from domestic  political  troubles  launched an expedition against  the regency of
algiers under the pretext of suppressing piracy and collecting debts what began as a
limited military action gradually expanded into a full scale colonial occupation that
required decades of brutal warfare to complete the resistance led by figures like
emir abd al qadir demonstrated from the beginning that the indigenous population
would not accept foreign domination without fierce struggle establishing patterns
of guerrilla warfare and harsh repression that would resurface with devastating
effect more than a century later the settler society that emerged in algeria during
the nineteenth century created a unique colonial situation that differed markedly
from other european imperial possessions the colons as the european settlers were
known  developed  their  own  distinct  identity  that  was  neither  fully  french  nor
authentically algerian but something new and fiercely protective of its privileged
position

collective memory examines the difficult transmission of memory in france of the
algerian war of independence 1954 1962 emphasizing the current lack of transmission
of memories of this war through a detailed case study of three crucial vectors of
memory the teaching of school history coverage in the media and discussion in the
family author jo mccormack argues that lack of transmission of memories is feeding
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into  contemporary  racism  and  exclusion  in  france  collective  memory  draws
extensively on interviews with historians teachers and pupils as well as on secondary
sources and media analysis mccormack proposes that a greater work of memory
needs to be undertaken if france is to overcome the division in french society that
stems from the war there has been little reconciliation of divisive group memories a
situation that leaves many individuals without a voice on this important subject
memory battles dominate discussion of the topic as many issues periodically flare up
and cannot yet be overcome book jacket

this book provides a new analysis of the contested history of one of the most
violent wars of decolonisation of the twentieth century the algerian war the algerian
revolution between 1954 and 1962 it  brings together an engaging account of its
origins course and legacies with an incisive examination of how interpretations of
the conflict have shifted and why it continues to provoke intense debate locating
the war in a century long timeframe stretching from 1914 to the present it multiplies
the perspectives from which events can be seen the pronouncements of politicians
are  explored  alongside  the  testimony  of  rural  women  who  provided  logistical
support  for  guerrillas  in  the  national  liberation  front  the  broader  context  of
decolonisation and the cold war is considered alongside the experiences of colonised
men serving  in  the  french army unpacking the  historiography of  the  end of  a
colonial  empire  the  rise  of  anti  colonial  nationalism  and  their  post  colonial
aftermaths it provides an accessible insight into how history is written

repeating  revolutions  examines  how  activists  intellectuals  social  scientists  and
historians looked to france s revolutionary past to negotiate algeria s struggle for
decolonization from the 1930s to the 1960s the french empire justified their claims
over algeria in part through messages of universal progress marked by the political
visions  tied  to  the  french  revolution  supporters  of  algerian  independence
confronted those historical claims by identifying the algerian cause with the french
revolution and by highlighting the apparent contradictions between the history of
1789 and imperial rule far right activists meanwhile saw the movement to decolonize
algeria as another manifestation of the revolutionary disorder stemming from the
french revolution behind these analogies lay broader changes in the study of north
african society and contemporary political relevance of the french revolution the
focus  on  analogies  to  the  french  revolution  puts  different  sets  of  actors  in
conversation with one another and offers a fresh take on how people s experiences
and expectations changed throughout the algerian war this  book will  appeal  to
readers interested in the intellectual history of decolonization the historiography of
the french revolution the historiography of north african studies and questions of
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historical comparison and conceptual change the introduction of this book is freely
available as a downloadable open access pdf at taylorfrancis com under a creative
commons attribution non commercial no derivatives cc by nc nd 4 0 license

collective memory examines the difficult transmission of memory in france of the
algerian war of independence 1954 62 emphasizing the current lack of transmission
of memories of this war through a detailed case study of three crucial vectors of
memory the teaching of school history coverage in the media and discussion in the
family author mccormack argues that lack of transmission of memories is feeding
into  contemporary  racism  and  exclusion  in  france  collective  memory  draws
extensively on interviews with historians teachers and pupils as well as secondary
sources and media analysis mccormack proposes that a greater work of memory
needs to be undertaken if france is to overcome the division in french society that
stems from the war there has been little reconciliation of divisive group memories a
situation that leaves many individuals without a voice on this important subject
memory battles dominate discussion of the topic as many issues periodically flare up
and cannot yet be overcome

in this account of the algerian war s effect on french political structures and notions
of national identity todd shepard asserts that the separation of algeria from france
was truly a revolutionary event with lasting consequences for french social  and
political life for more than a century algeria had been legally and administratively
part of france after the bloody war that concluded in 1962 it was other its eight
million algerian residents deprived of french citizenship while hundreds of thousands
of french pieds noirs were forced to return to a country that was never home this
rupture violated the universalism that had been the essence of french republican
theory  since  the  late  eighteenth  century  shepard  contends  that  because  the
amputation of algeria from the french body politic was accomplished illegally and
without explanation its repercussions are responsible for many of the racial and
religious tensions that confront france today in portraying decolonization as an
essential step in the inexorable tide of history the french state absolved itself of
responsibility for the revolutionary change it was effecting it thereby turned its
back not only on the french of algeria muslims in particular but also on its own
republican principles and the 1958 constitution from that point onward debates over
assimilation identity and citizenship once focused on the algerian province colony
have troubled france itself in addition to grappling with questions of race citizenship
national  identity  state  institutions  and  political  debate  shepard  also  addresses
debates in jewish history gender history and queer theory

invaded in 1830 populated by one million settlers who co existed uneasily with nine
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million arabs and berbers algeria was different from other french colonies because it
was  administered  as  an  integral  part  of  france  in  theory  no  different  from
normandy or brittany the depth and scale of the colonization process explains why
the algerian war of 1954 to 1962 was one of the longest and most violent of the
decolonization struggles an undeclared war in the sense that there was no formal
beginning of hostilities the conflict produced huge tensions that brought down four
governments  ended  the  fourth  republic  in  1958  and  mired  the  french  army  in
accusations of torture and mass human rights abuses in carefully re examining the
origins  and  consequences  of  the  conflict  martin  evans  argues  that  it  was  the
socialist led republican front in power from january 1956 until may 1957 which was
the defining moment in the war rather than the later administration under de gaulle
predicated on the belief in the universal  civilizing mission of the fourth republic
coupled with the conviction that algerian nationalism was feudal  and religiously
fanatical in character the republican front dramatically intensified the war in the
spring of 1956 drawing upon previously classified archival sources as well as new oral
testimonies france s undeclared war is the first major english language history of
the  algerian  conflict  in  a  generation  throughout  martin  evans  underlines  the
ultimately irreconcilable conflict of values between the republican front and algerian
nationalism explaining how this clash produced patterns of thought and action such
as the institutionalization of torture and the raising of pro french muslim militias
which tragically polarized choices and framed all stages of the conflict

the french army s war in algeria has always aroused passions this study offers an
honest appraisal of the atrocities carried out on both sides to reveal that what
happened in algeria was indeed a war and not just a minor conflict

this  study  investigates  how  relations  between  france  and  algeria  have  been
represented and contested through visual means since the outbreak of the algerian
war in 1954

written by a man for men this guide helps fathers to be prepare for changes in their
partner and their relationship illustrations

keen to learn but short on time get to grips with the events of the battle of algiers in
next  to  no  time  with  this  concise  guide  50minutes  com  provides  a  clear  and
engaging analysis of the battle of algiers the battle of algiers was a painful episode
in the algerian war in which algeria fought for independence from the colonial power
france although france ultimately secured a victory in  the battle  its  aggressive
methods and harsh repression including torture and summary executions led to
international outcry in just 50 minutes you will understand the political and social
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context surrounding the battle and the reasons for its outbreak identify the main
participants in the conflict and the role they played analyse the outcome of the
battle and its impact on the futures of france and algeria about 50minutes com
history culture 50minutes com will enable you to quickly understand the main events
people conflicts and discoveries from world history that have shaped the world we
live in today our publications present the key information on a wide variety of topics
in a quick and accessible way that is guaranteed to save you time on your journey of
discovery

uncivil war is a provocative study of the intellectuals who confronted the loss of
france s most prized overseas possession colonial  algeria tracing the intellectual
history of one of the most violent and pivotal wars of european decolonization
james d le sueur illustrates how key figures such as albert camus jean paul sartre
simone de beauvoir  germaine tillion  jacques  soustelle  raymond aron claude lévi
strauss albert  memmi frantz  fanon mouloud feraoun jean amrouche and pierre
bourdieu agonized over the algerian question as le sueur argues these individuals
and others forged new notions of the nation and nationalism giving rise to a politics
of identity that continues to influence debate around the world this edition features
an  important  new  chapter  on  the  intellectual  responses  to  the  recent  torture
debates in france the civil war in algeria and terrorism since september 11
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