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from blenheim and waterloo to up yours delors and hop off you frogs the cross channel relationship has been

one of rivalry misapprehension and suspicion but it has also been a relationship of envy admiration and
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affection in the nearly two centuries since the final defeat of napoleon france and britain have spent much of

that time as allies an alliance that has been almost as uneasy as competitive and as ambivalent as the

generations of warfare their rivalry both on peace and war for good and ill has shaped the modern world from

north america to india in the eighteenth century in africa the middle east and south east asia during the

nineteenth and twentieth centuries and it is still shaping europe today this magisterial book by turns provocative

and delightful always fascinating tells the rich and complex story of the relationship over three centuries from

the beginning of the great struggle for mastery during the reign of louis xiv to the second iraq war and the

latest enlargement of the eu it tells of wars and battles ententes and alliances but also of food fashion sport

literature sex and music its cast ranges from william and mary to tony blair from voltaire to eric cantona its

sources from ambassadorial dispatches to police reports from works of philosophy to tabloid newspapers from

guidebooks to cartoons and films it s a book which brings both british humour and gallic panache to the story

of these two countries in sickness and in health for richer for poorer in victory and in defeat in dominance and

in decline

the withdrawal of the united states from afghanistan has left a lasting impact on both afghanistan s future and

on asian geopolitics it has also brought china into focus this book traces the emergence of china as a key player

in afghanistan and the evolution of china s afghan policy especially with respect to its relations with the taliban

beijing s dominant role in afghanistan s future is a potentially game changing development in asian geopolitics

even if questions remain about the former s appetite to step in to fill the void and the limits of its ambitions in

the comrades and the mullahs ananth krishnan and stanly johny examine what beijing s interests are and the

drivers of its foreign policy and more specifically how its new silk road project the belt and road initiative is

shaping china afghan relations they look at how afghanistan has emerged as a key point on the corridor

heading west from xinjiang and discuss the xinjiang factor drawing on their travels to china s western frontiers

as well as the internal dynamics that are pushing beijing s westward march another factor is the east turkestan

islamic movement and the terror groups that are leading to an increasingly securitized approach to china s

western regions and beyond including possible chinese plans to deploy special forces along the china afghan

border areas in the wakhan corridor and badakhshan region china s afghan engagement has also deepened its

all weather alliance with pakistan with beijing increasingly leaning on islamabad particularly in its outreach to

the taliban and other elements in afghanistan that have long been supported by the pakistani state and is a

perennial source of tension between islamabad and kabul the authors show how this increasing closeness is

alarming for india and might have far reaching consequences especially in kashmir
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