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intended for non majors this introductory textbook covers a broad and exciting
array of topics in the interaction of language and society it focuses in particular
on the complex political and sociological roles of the world s dominant language
groups and nationalized languages and the rapid extinction of minority

languages

language and decolonisation is the first collection to bring together views from
across scholarly communities that are committed to the agenda of decolonising
knowledge in language study edited by leading figures in the field the chapters
offer new insights on how decolonising can be adopted as a methodology for
charting the next steps in solving practical language related problems in
educational and related social policy areas divided into two sections the book
covers the coloniality of language the materiality of culture and colonial scripts
the decolonisation imperative multilingualism discourse and decolonisation and
decolonising languages in public discourse with 20 chapters authored by experts
from across the globe this pioneering collection is an essential reference and
resource for advanced students scholars and researchers of language and
culture sociolinguistics decolonial studies racial studies and related areas

this volume features over fifty of the world s languages and language families
the featured languages have been chosen based on the number of speakers
their role as official languages and their cultural and historical importance each
language is looked at in depth and the chapters provide information on both
grammatical features and on salient features of the language s history and
cultural role this second edition has been updated and revised two new
languages amharic and javanese have been included this accessible volume will

appeal to anyone with an interest in linguistics key features attention is paid to
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both grammatical and sociolinguistic featuresattention is concentrated on the
world s major languagesdesigned to be accessible to all readers with an interest

in language

the 2000 georgetown university round table on languages and linguistics
brought together distinguished linguists from around the globe to discuss
applications of linguistics to important and intriguing real world issues within the
professions with topics as wide ranging as coherence in operating room
communication involvement strategies in news analysis roundtable discussions
and jury understanding of witness deception this resulting volume of selected
papers provides both experts and novices with myriad insights into the
excitement of cross disciplinary language analysis readers will find in the words
of one contributor that in such cross pollination of ideas there s tremendous
hope there s tremendous power and the power to transform

harrison s book is the first to focus on the essential question of what is lost
when a language dies what forms of knowledge are embedded in a language s
structure and vocabulary and how harmful is it to humanity that such
knowledge is lost forever spanning the globe from siberia to north america to
the himalayas and using fascinating anecdotes and portraits of some of these
languages last remaining speakers harrison looks at the forms of knowledge
that are dying out his book is a testimony to the remarkable span of human
knowledge and ingenuity and will fascinate linguists anthropologists and general

readers

a concise introduction to the field of linguistics the elements of grammar syntax
and phonology and the historical and structural relationships between language

systems

a fully revised introduction to language in use containing in depth language

profiles case studies and online multimedia resources

an introduction both to languages themselves and to their social role languages
and their status gives insight into the meaning value and function of language
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within culture and into the ways language behavior varies and changes it
examines the part languages play in the evolution and structure of communities
and in turn the ways languages are shaped by the social forces impinging on
their speakers each chapter discusses what it means to be a speaker of a
particular language and puts that language in context among the languages of
the world this volume is complemented by a second volume entitled languages

and their speakers also available from the university of pennsylvania press
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