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artificial intelligence is no longer the stuff of science fiction half a century of research has resulted
in machines capable of beating the best human chess players and humanoid robots which are able
to walk and interact with us but how similar is this intelligence to our own can machines really think

is the mind just a complicated computer program addressing major issues in the design of
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intelligent machines such as consciousness and environment and covering everything from the
influential groundwork of alan turing to the cutting edge robots of today introducing artificial

intelligence is a uniquely accessible illustrated introduction to this fascinating area of science

what is mathematics and why is it such a mystery to so many people mathematics is the greatest
creation of human intelligence it affects us all we depend on it in our daily lives and yet many of the
tools of mathematics such as geometry algebra and trigonometry are descended from ancient or
non western civilizations introducing mathematics traces the story of mathematics from the ancient
world to modern times describing the great discoveries and providing an accessible introduction to
such topics as number systems geometry and algebra the calculus the theory of the infinite
statistical reasoning and chaos theory it shows how the history of mathematics has seen progress
and paradox go hand in hand and how this is still happening today

compact introducing guide to the father of modern physics albert einstein s development of the
theory of general relativity caused a transformation in in the physics world he received the 1921
novel prize for physics for his services to theoretical physics and his name has become
synonymous with genius joseph schwartz and michael mcguiness guide is a concise readable

guide to the most influential physicist to have ever lived

how do emotions affect your basic decision making why do certain smells prompt long forgotten
memories and what makes us suddenly self conscious how does the biological organ the brain
give rise to all of the thoughts in your head enable you to think to feel to be conscious and aware to
have a mind introducing mind and brain explains what the sciences have to say about planning
and action language memory attention emotions and vision it traces the historical development of
ideas about the brain and its function from antiquity to the age of neuro imaging clearly explained
by professor of psychology angus gellatly and award winning artist oscar zarate they invite you to
take a fresh look at the nature of mind consciousness and personal identity

brilliant illustrated guide to the best known and most controversial continental philosopher of the
latter 20th century jacques derrida is the most famous philosopher of the late 20th century yet
derrida has undermined the rules of philosophy rejected its methods broken its procedures and
contaminated it with literary styles of writing derrida s philosophy is a puzzling array of oblique

deviant and yet rigorous tactics for destabilizing texts meanings and identities deconstruction as
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these strategies have been called is reviled and celebrated in equal measure introducing derrida
introduces and explains his work taking us on an intellectual adventure that disturbs some of our

most comfortable habits of thought

what is time the 5th century philosopher st augustine famously said that he knew what time was so
long as no one asked him is time a fourth dimension similar to space or does it flow in some sense
and if it flows does it make sense to say how fast does the future exist is time travel possible why
does time seem to pass in only one direction these questions and others are among the deepest
and most subtle that one can ask but introducing time presents them many for the first time in an

easily accessible lucid and engaging manner wittily illustrated by ralph edney

a comic book introduction to economics from david orrell the author of economyths 11 ways
economics gets it wrong with illustrations from borin van loon part of the internationally recognised
introducing graphic guide series today it seems all things are measured by economists the so
called dismal science has never been more popular or given its failure to predict or prevent the
recent financial crisis more controversial but what are the findings of economics is it really a
science and how can it help our lives introducing economics traces the history of the subject from
the ancient greeks to the present day orrell and van loon bring to life the contributions of great
economists such as adam smith karl marx john maynard keynes and milton friedman and delve
into ideas from new areas such as ecological and complexity economics that are revolutionizing
the field

what connects marliyn monroe disneyworld the satanic verses and cyber space answer
postmodernism but what exactly is postmodernism this graphic guide explains clearly the
maddeningly enigmatic concept that has been used to define the world s cultural condition over the
last three decades introducing postmodernism tracks the idea back to its roots by taking a tour of
some of the most extreme and exhilarating events people and thought of the last 100 years in art
constructivism conceptual art marcel duchamp jackson pollock and andy warhol in politics and
history mccarthy s witch hunts feminism francis fukuyama and the holocaust in philosophy the work
of derrida baudrillard foucault and heidegger the book also explores postmodernism s take on
today and the anxious grip of globalisation unpredictable terrorism and unforeseen war that

greeted the dawn of the 21st century regularly controversial rarely straightforward and seldom easy
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postmodernism is nonetheless a thrilling intellectual adventure introducing postmodernism is the

ideal guide

what is psychology when did it begin where did it come from how does psychology compare with
related subjects such as psychiatry and psychotherapy to what extent is it scientific introducing
psychology answers all these questions and more explaining what the subject has been in the past
and what it is now the main schools of thought and the sections within psychology are described
including introspection biopsychology psychoanalysis behaviourism comparative animal
psychology cognitive approaches including the gestalt movement social psychology developmental
psychology and humanism the key figures covered include freud pavlov skinner bandura piaget

bowlby maslow and rogers as well as many lesser known but important psychologists

immanuel kant laid the foundations of modern western thought every subsequent major
philosopher owes a profound debt to kant s attempts to delimit human reason as an appropriate
object of philosophical enquiry and yet kant s relentless systematic formalism made him a
controversial figure in the history of the philosophy that he helped to shape introducing kant
focuses on the three critiques of pure reason practical reason and judgement it describes kant s
main formal concepts the relation of mind to sensory experience the question of freedom and the
law and above all the revaluation of metaphysics kant emerges as a diehard rationalist yet also a
romantic deeply committed to the power of the sublime to transform experience the illustrated
guide explores the paradoxical nature of the pre eminent philosopher of the enlightenment his
ideas and explains the reasons for his undiminished importance in contemporary philosophical
debates

students of literature film and cultural studies need to understand key theoretical terms and
concepts but often find it hard to get to grips with exactly what they mean this book provides
precise definitions of terms and concepts in literary theory along with explanations of the major
movements and figures in literary and cultural theory and an extensive bibliography it is designed
for the student who needs to know what a particular term means how it is used and where it comes
from and enables them to apply the terms and concepts to their own investigations the three part
structure provides clear definitions of key terms and ideas introductions to major figures including

biographical and historical overviews and an annotated guide to important works this invaluable
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resource provides readers with an easily accessible and comprehensive reference guide to literary

and cultural theory

logic is the backbone of western civilization holding together its systems of philosophy science and
law yet despite logic s widely acknowledged importance it remains an unbroken seal for many due
to its heavy use of jargon and mathematical symbolism this book follows the historical development
of logic explains the symbols and methods involved and explores the philosophical issues
surrounding the topic in an easy to follow and friendly manner it will take you through the influence
of logic on scientific method and the various sciences from physics to psychology and will show

you why computers and digital technology are just another case of logic in action

what is the place of individual choice and consequence in a post holocaust world of continuing
genocidal ethnic cleansing is identity now a last ditch cultural defence of ethnic nationalisms and
competing fundamentalisms in a climate of instant information free markets and possible ecological
disaster how do we define rights self interest and civic duties introducing ethics confronts these
dilemmas tracing the arguments of the great moral thinkers including socrates plato aristotle
hobbes and kant and brings us up to date with postmodern critics logic is the backbone of western
civilization holding together its systems of philosophy science and law yet despite logic s widely
acknowledged importance it remains an unbroken seal for many due to its heavy use of jargon and
mathematical symbolism introducing logic follows the historical development of logic explains the
symbols and methods involved and explores the philosophical issues surrounding the topic it will
take you through the influence of logic on scientific method and the various sciences from physics
to psychology and will show you why computers and digital technology are just another case of
logic in action dave robinson and judy groves introducing philosophy explores the awkward and
provocative questions that philosophers have always enjoyed asking such as what is the nature of
reality can we prove that god exists does language provide us with a true picture of the world
comprehensive and enjoyable it examines the key arguments and ideas off all the significant

philosophers of the western world from heraclitus to derrida

covering the transformative power of romanticism on art philosophy literature music and politics
introducing romanticism provides an accessible overview of its many interlocking and often

contradictory strands it is the ideal introduction for both students and general readers
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fractals are the geometry of the natural world they re about the broken wrinkled wiggly world the
uneven shapes of nature unlike the idealised forms of euclidean geometry we see fractals
everywhere indeed we are fractals ourselves fractal geometry is an extension of classical geometry
which can make precise models of physical structures from ferns to galaxies it can describe the
shape of a cloud as precisely as an architect can describe a house introducing fractals traces the
historical development of this mathematical discipline explores its descriptive powers in the natural
world and then looks at the applications and the implications of the discoveries it has made as john
archibald wheeler protégé of niels bohr friend of albert einstein and mentor of richard feynman has

said no one will be considered scientifically literate tomorrow who is not familiar with fractals

what is the place of individual choice and consequence in a post holocaust world of continuing
genocidal ethnic cleansing is identity now a last ditch cultural defence of ethnic nationalisms and
competing fundamentalisms in a climate of instant information free markets and possible ecological
disaster how do we define rights self interest and civic duties introducing ethics confronts these
dilemmas tracing the arguments of the great moral thinkers including socrates plato aristotle
hobbes and kant and brings us up to date with postmodern critics logic is the backbone of western
civilization holding together its systems of philosophy science and law yet despite logic s widely
acknowledged importance it remains an unbroken seal for many due to its heavy use of jargon and
mathematical symbolism introducing logic follows the historical development of logic explains the
symbols and methods involved and explores the philosophical issues surrounding the topic it will
take you through the influence of logic on scientific method and the various sciences from physics
to psychology and will show you why computers and digital technology are just another case of
logic in action dave robinson and judy groves introducing philosophy explores the awkward and
provocative questions that philosophers have always enjoyed asking such as what is the nature of
reality can we prove that god exists does language provide us with a true picture of the world
comprehensive and enjoyable it examines the key arguments and ideas off all the significant

philosophers of the western world from heraclitus to derrida

introducing stephen hawking is a brilliantly conceived introduction to hawking s work ranging from
einstein s theory of relativity to black holes and the big bang it also explains hawking s research

into quantum gravity which could emerge as a theory of everything
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despite the credit crunch capitalism now dominates the globe and influences every aspect of our
world from laws wars and government to interpersonal relationships tracing capitalism from its
beginning to the present day dan cryan and sharron shatil alongside piero s brilliant graphics look
at its practical and theoretical impact they cover the major economic social and political
developments that shaped the world we live in and examine the views both for and against from
writers such as adorno and marx capitalism has influenced everything in the 21st century world this

is the essential guide

modernism is usually thought of as a shock wave of innovations hitting art architecture music
cinema and literature the work of picasso joyce schoenberg movements like futurism and dada the
architecture of le corbusier t s eliot s the wasteland and the avant garde theatre of bertolt brecht or
samuel beckett but what really defines modernism why did it begin and how long did it last is
modernism over now chris rodriguez and chris garratt s brilliant graphic guide is a brilliant

exploration of the last century s most thrilling artistic work and what it s really all about
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