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this  book  is  the  first  comprehensive  account  of  the  international  labour
organization s 100 year history at its heart is the concept of global social policy
which  encompasses  not  only  social  policy  in  its  national  and  international
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dimensions but also development policy world trade international migration and
human rights the book focuses on the ilo s roles as a key player in debates on
poverty social justice wealth distribution and social mobility subjects and as a
global  forum  for  addressing  these  issues  the  study  puts  in  perspective  the
manifold ways in which the ilo has helped structure these debates and has made
through its standard setting technical cooperation and myriad other activities
practical contributions to the world of work and to global social policy

based on the case of the ilo both as an actor and driver of international social
policy this collection explores the internationalization process of social rights in a
number of national and international contexts this collection brings together a
variety  of  new scholarship by a group of  highly  qualified and internationally
renowned scholars

this open access book explores the role of the ilo international labour organization
in building global social governance from multiple and mutually complementary
perspectives it explores the impact of this un s oldest agency founded in 1919 on
the transforming world of work in a global setting providing insights into the
unique history and functions of the ilo as an organization and the evolution of
workers  rights  through  international  labour  standards  stemming  from  its
regulatory mechanism the book examines the persistent dilemma of balancing the
benefits of globalization with the protection of workers it critically assesses the
challenges that emerge when international labour standards are implemented and
enforced  in  highly  diverse  regulatory  frameworks  in  international  regional
national and local contexts the book also identifies feasible ways to achieve more
inclusive  labour  protection  putting  into  perspective  the  tension  between  the
economic and the social  in  the ilo  s  second century of  operation it  includes
reflections on the work of the ilo world commission on the social dimension of
globalisation  by  tarja  halonen  who  as  president  of  finland  co  chaired  the
commission  with  benjamin  william  mkapa  president  of  tanzania  written  by
distinguished experts and scholars in the fields of international labour law and
international law the book provides an insightful and in depth analysis of the role
of the ilo as an international organization devoted to decent work and social
justice it also sheds light on tripartism and its particular role in the work of the ilo
examining the challenges that a profoundly changing working life presents in
terms of labour protection and social justice and examining the transnational
dimension of labour law lastly the book includes a postscript by nobel economics
laureate professor joseph e stiglitz

the international labour organization was created in 1919 as part of the treaty of
versailles that ended the first world war to reflect the belief that universal and
lasting peace can be accomplished only if it is based on social justice as the oldest
organisation in the un system approaching its 100th anniversary in 2019 the ilo
faces unprecedented strains and challenges since before the financial crisis the
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global economy has tested the limits of a regulatory regime which was conceived
in  1919  the  organisation  s  founders  only  entrusted  it  with  balancing  social
progress with the constraints of an interconnected open economy but gambled
almost entirely on tools of persuasion to ensure that this would happen whether
that gamble is still capable of paying off is the subject of this book by a former ilo
insider with an unrivalled knowledge of its work the book forms part of a broader
inquiry into the relevance of founding institutional principles to today s context
and strives to show that the bet made on persuasion may yet pay off in part the
text argues that there may be little alternative anyway showing that the pathways
to  more  binding solutions  are  fraught  with  difficulty  it  also  shows the  ilo  s
considerable  future  potential  for  promoting effective  universal  regulations  by
extending  its  tools  of  persuasion  in  as  yet  insufficiently  explored  directions
starting with an examination of how the organisation s institutional context differs
from 93 years ago the author goes on to evaluate the prospects of numerous
proposals put forward today including the trade labour linkage but going beyond
this as a case study in how strategic choices can be made under legal social and
institutional constraints the book should be valuable not only to those with an
interest in the ilo but to anyone who studies international organisation labour law
law and society or political economy

presents innovative perspectives on the moral and legal obligations of individuals
and institutions toward workers in the global era

in a world of work that has changed dramatically over the last few years states
see themselves confronted with new actors and conflicting international legal
obligations this book examines the tensions between core labour rights as defined
by  the  international  labour  organisation  and  the  interests  of  international
economic institutions e g wto imf world bank oecd it provides an analysis of the
legal interactions between international regulations and state policy with regard
to potential regulatory conflicts at both the horizontal and vertical level the study
suggests a model of multilevel consistency as a way of reconciling the highly
specialised and fragmented legal systems of core labour rights on the one hand
and  trade  liberalisation  on  the  other  to  form  the  coherent  framework  of  a
consistent legal order its detailed analysis and recommendations are designed for
both  academic  readers  and  practitioners  in  international  organisations  and
governments

platform work the matching of the supply of and demand for paid labour through
an online platform often depends on workers who operate in a grey area between
the archetype of an employee and a self employed worker this important book
explores the utility of the international labour organization s existing standards in
governing  this  phenomenon  it  indicates  that  despite  their  relevance  many
standards have little or no impact the standards apply to the issue but they fail to
connect  with  it  the  author  shows how three  ilo  conventions  the  home work
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convention 1996 no 177 the private employment agencies convention 1997 no 181
and the domestic workers convention 2011 no 189 can be revitalised to have an
impact on the platform work debate in the course of the analysis he responds in
depth to such questions as the following what are digital labour platforms what
does decent work mean did the ilo centenary fundamentally change anything
what is the link between private employment services and platform work how do
crowdworkers  relate  to  homeworkers  and  teleworkers  are  platform  workers
engaged in domestic work what form could a future ilo standard on platform work
take given that the ilo plans to start discussions on a potential future standard for
platform work in 2022 this book will prove very useful in highlighting the issues
and standards that such discussions should consider research has shown that the
techniques and tools of the platform economy have spread far beyond gig work
resulting in widespread gigification and restructuring of workplace behaviours
and  relationships  jobs  and  communities  across  the  world  for  this  and  other
reasons including the book s detailed analysis of issues not addressed elsewhere
labour lawyers in house counsel researchers and policymakers will gain valuable
insight into what decent work in the platform economy would require thus greatly
broadening the discussion on this difficult to regulate phenomenon

recounts through the examination of a selected number of situations the problems
that the ilo faced and faces

concern  over  the  relationship  between  human  rights  social  justice  and
international trade competitiveness has led to the inclusion of the issue of the
rights  of  workers  in  the  agenda  of  leading  international  organizations
international labour issues once seen as a monopoly preoccupation of the ilo
international  labour organization have now become important issues in other
international organizations as well as within regional trading blocs this original
study examines the extent to which international labour issues have become issue
of concern within the european union the ilo the oecd organisation for economic
cooperation  and  development  and  the  wto  world  trade  organization  the
internationally known authors of this book have been long time observers of the
work of international organizations on labour rights and globalisation and have
been leaders in the effort to bring issue of social justice onto the international
agenda social issues globalisation and international institutions labour rights and
the eu ilo oecd and wto is the culmination of a project of the program for the
study of international organization s psio at the graduate institute of institute of
international studies geneva switzerland hei supported by a grant from the ford
foundation with contributions by philip alston steve charnovitz andrew clapham
robert howse brian a langille and james salzman

first  published  in  1931  this  study  was  written  by  various  officials  of  the
international labour office and provides an overview of the work of this institution
as it was in the years after its initial formation the authors provide a full and
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systematic description of the activities within the organisation and will be of great
interest to scholars and students of political and labour history

what is the place of women in global labour policies women s ilo transnational
networks global labour standards and gender equity 1919 to present gathers new
research on a century of ilo engagement with women s work it asks what was the
role of women s networks in shaping ilo policies and what were the gendered
meanings  of  international  labour  law  in  a  world  of  uneven  and  unequal
development women s ilo explores issues like equal remuneration home based
labour and social welfare internationally and in places such as argentina italy and
ghana it scrutinizes the impact of both power relations and global feminisms on
the making of global labour policies in a world shaped by colonialism the cold war
and post colonial inequality it further charts the disparate advancement of gender
equity highlighting the significant role of  women experts and activists in the
process contributors are paula lucía aguilar lucia artner eloisa betti chris bonner
eileen boris akua o britwum dorothy sue cobble dorothea hoehtker pat horn sonya
michel silke neunsinger renana jhabvala marieke louis yevette richards mahua
sarkar kirsten scheiwe françoise thébaud susan zimmermann this is a must read
volume for scholars and students interested in women labor and international
transnational history judy tzu chun wu university of  california irvine usa this
fascinating collection of essays assesses the ilo s role in securing social justice for
women workers around the world and asks how that role might change as the
world  of  work  is  transformed in  the  next  century  celia  donert  university  of
liverpool  this  exciting collection provides a  long overdue state  of  the art  on
gender politics and the ilo it will no doubt be the work of reference on the topic
for  years  to  come  elisabeth  prügl  graduate  institute  of  international  and
development studies geneva

this book provides a brief but thorough introduction to the formulation adoption
and application of internationally agreed standards of good practice in labour
matters  international  labour conventions and recommendations and has been
updated to cover developments up to mid 1997 the manual is intended for trade
unionists students and the general  reader interested in labour matters social
issues and human rights it is designed for use on workers education courses as
well as for individual study

how are national and international labour laws responding to the challenge of
globalization as it re shapes the workplaces of the world this collection of essays
by leading legal scholars and lawyers from europe and the americas was first
published in 2006 it  addresses the implications of  globalization for  the legal
regulation of the workplace it examines the role of international labour standards
and the contribution of the international labour organization and assesses the
success of the european experiment with continental employment standards it
explores the prospects for hemispheric co operation on labour standards in the
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americas and deals with the impact of international labour standards on the rights
of women and migrant workers as the nature and organization of work around the
world is being decisively transformed new regional and international institutions
are emerging that may provide the platform for new labour standards and for
protecting existing ones

this  timely  research  review  provides  a  comprehensive  discussion  of  seminal
articles analyzing and debating current key topics in the field of international
labour law in particular the review focuses on the central role of the international
labour organization ilo in the adoption and enforcement of labour standards as
well as the normative content of ilo conventions forming the basis for the ilo
declaration  on fundamental  principles  and rights  at  work professor  fick  also
pinpoints  important  articles  which critically  consider  non ilo  mechanisms for
enforcing labour standards assessing their effectiveness and practicality as well
as scholarship reflecting on the future of international labour law and how it is
impacted by the ilo declaration the dialogue on human rights and changes in the
nature of the labour market in a global economic system
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